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Prime Minister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahathir Mohamad’s address
at the opening of the
Commonwealth Heads of
Government Meeting yesterday.

Your Majesties, Your Ex-
cellencies, Distinguished
Guests, Iadies and Gen-
tlemen.

I am happy to meet old
friends and to make  new
acquaintarlcc~.  Wc are all,
1 a m  snr~‘. dcllghtcd t o
wcIcomc (l’akistani)
Prime Minlstcr Iknxlr

stan’s return to thw fam-
Ily o f  n a t i o n s  will n o
doub t  enrlch our dtscus-
slon and help strengthen
Commonwealth- collcctlve
actlon.

I would Also like to take
this opportunity. on be-
half of all of us, to thank
(Canadian) Prime Minis-
ter Brian Mulroney for
his stewardship at our last
gathering in Vancouver
and for the unforgettable
hospitality of the Canadi-
ans. I  know that Prime
Min i s t e r  Mul roney ,  a s
past chairman, will have a
v a l u a b l e  contribution to
make.

Malaysia,  si tuated at
the crossroads between
China and India, East and
West,  has for centuries
been a meeting plar: [or
peoples and f_tZ;iLlres.  We
,z 2 y-‘_.’ This tradition today
as we now play host to the
leaders of the Common-
wealth

Although we have been
t r a d i n g  wtth the rest of
the world for over a thou-

Malaysia has
creasing participation in
m u l t i l a t e r a l  organi:;.
tions. The h:siing of this
%Ging is a part of that
need to interact and to
protect ourselves.

T h e  K u a l a  L u m p u r
Commonwealth Confer-
ence is timely  and rele-
vant. Developments in re-
lations between the super-
powers promise, for the
first time since the war, a

C’lCarances provide chal-
lenges and opportunities
which  demand  new re -
s p o n s e s  f r o m  u s .  T h e
Commonwealth, if it is to
remain  re levan t ,  mus t
provide some of the an-
swers. The Kuala Lumpur
Conference, I hope, will
give us the opportunity to
look for them.

There is some momen-
tum towards superpower

6 We are agreed that apartheid
must be eliminated. The cor-

rect signal must be sent to the rac-
ist regime in South Africa. Sanc-
tions work . . . (and) must not only
continue but must be escalated. In-
vestments and financial flows to
racist South Africa must be
completely stopped. 7

sand years, we had never
participated much in in-
ternational affairs.

But since independence
we have been forced out
of our cocoon by interna-
tional economic and polit-
ical pressures. If we do
not go out to protect our
interests no one will pro-
t ec t  u s .  Hence  ou r  i n -

broadbased and an un-
precedented agenda for
political and economic co-
operation. Less hearten-
ing is that we enter the
next decade with the eco-
nomic issues of the 80s
unresolved. And, equally
disheartening, apartheid
is still with us.

These trends and cir-

detente. We cannot as-
sume that as they resolve
their differences, our in-
terests, especially those
of the developing world,
will not be sacrificed. We
must be mindful of this.
We must be able to fore-
c a s t  a n d  t o  p r e - e m p t .
Peace will carry a cost.
That cost mu& be equita-

.

bly shared.
In West Asia, ceasefire

arrangements are now in
place which, hopefully,
will lead to an end to
bloodshed. The Patestu-
ians continue to be de-
prived of their homeland
Israeli  security may be
important  but  sureI\  we
must consider also tlic se.
curity of  i t s  neighbours
and the fate of the Pales-
tinians. State terrorism as
practised  by Israel IP as
despicable as any kind of
t e r ro r i sm and  mus t  be
stopped. There cannot be
peace and security with-
out Justice.

The situatron  in Afghan-
istan is far from bemg re-
solved. Afghans in theit
thousands continue to live
in refugee camps.

The Paris Conference
on  Cambod ia  f a i l ed  t o
achieve a comprehensive
political settlement. We
must continue our efforts
to resolve the Cambodian
problem before it degen-
erates into another bloody
civil war.

Of particular interest to
us here is the situation in
sou the rn  Af r i ca  where
our  e f fo r t s  need  to  be
stepped up.

W e  a r e  a g r e e d  t h a t
apartheid must be elimi-
nated. The correct signal
must be sent to the racist
regime in South Africa.
Sanctions work. Do not be
de luded  in to  be l i ev ing
that the small changes we
are seeing there is due to
a sudden flowering of hu-
manitarian feelings. Con-
cern  fo r  the  e f fec t  o f
sanctions on the blacks is
misplaced. Consequently,
sanctions must not only
continue but must be es-
calated. Investments and
financial flows to racist
S o u t h  A f r i c a  m u s t  b e



completely stopped.
We all know that the in-

dependence plan for Na-
mibia is partly at least the
result of sanctions. We
also know that control
over Namibia will be
grudgingly surrendered,
and every opportunity ex-
ploited to frustrate the
implementation of the
plan.

We must be vigilant
that recent developments
in southern Africa do not
obscure the central issues
of apartheid. We must not
allow the racist Pretoria
regime to deflect us. The
establishment of a demo-
cratic, truly non-racial,

ing stagnation if not nega- Part of Africa’s problem
tive growth. is that the countries con-

The rich countries have cerned  simply do not owe
apparently ganged up enough to pose a threat to
against the poor. They the international financial
have arrogated to them- system. Hence, the scant

attention to African debts.selves the right to direct
world trade and to manip- What we need is a bold
ulate currencies to their financial initiative. Such a
advantage. Subsidies, plan would have to recog-
~~;;;~-$f ba;dt;“,“-tt n’“;li;hatd z?;‘e” zz;;;
have distorted costs and worth their full value and

that most African debtorssupplies worldwide. Now
environment and human cannot sustain full debt-
rights are to be used to servicing. Making debt-

slaves of whole nations ishamper economic devel-
opment in the developing worse than the inhuman
countries.

On the question of pov-
practice of debt-slavery

erty, especially in Africa,
in the past. Those who can
must pay, but consider-

f
Malaysia makes no apology
for the severity of our pun-

ishment for drug traffickers. We
see today how very serious the
prdblem can become. Whole gov-
ernments are being threatened,
subverted and corrupted by the
drug traffickers. Alone many na-
tions may just go under. Only a
combined and coordinated anti-
drug trafficking warby the intema-
tional community can hope
to defeat this evil. 7

unitary and representa- our response cannot sim-
tive government in South ply be assistance alone.
Africa must remain the
principal objective of the

The linkages of poverty to
debt and trade - and

Commonwealth. We must even to the environment
not think of settling old -must be recognised  and
scores. Whites, blacks and addressed.
coloured must live togeth- The debt burden of the
er in amity. poor is getting heavier.

ation must be given to
those who truly cannot.

Yet another dimension
of the problem is the in-
creasing attempt by the
G-7 (the Group of Seven
nations which comprises
the top economic powers
of the world) to interfere

There may be cause for
An unacceptably high
percentage of their GNP

decisively in the manage-

hope and encouragement (Gross Natmnal  Product)
ment of the global finan-

wuh regard to the global is spent to service debts,
cial and trading system.

Their decisions to re-
~$,r;a;,“e;n~~b~;~tt~ resulting in a reversal of

the net flow of funds be-
align currencies have not

are not so propitious. tween the rich and the
only severely affected the

Whrle nearly all of the poor For the poorest the
debt-servicing burden of

developed countries still situation 1s hopeless.
developing I,ountries but
also the resource flows

manage modest growth, The African debt prob-
many of the developing lem contmues to deterio-

and their  grow’th pros-
pects. *

ciumtries  are experienc- rate - largely unnoticed. Problems of debt and

poverty cannot be over-
come while significant
disparity exists between
the economic growth
rates of the developed and
the developing countries.
Developing countries
need better access to mar-
kets and a greater flow of
forei n investments not
only for economic growth
but also to provide them
the means and the capaci-
ty to service their debts.

For world trade to
grow, the principles of an
open and fair multilateral
trading and payment sys-
tems must be upheld.

While we try to reduce
tariff barriers, and stimu-
late global trade, we are
now threatened by a dis-
cernable increase in non-
tariff barriers.

Further, the focus has
shifted from “free trade”
to “fair trade”. Industria-
lised countries are in-
creasingly demandrng
reciprocity even as they
deny the developing coun-
tries tariff concessions
and preferential treat-
ment.

This is evident in the
current Urueuav Round
of the MTN ~Multilateral
Trade Negotiations). Pi-
ous pronouncements have
been made on interdepen-
dence and the importance
of multilateralism. But
they are contradicted by
the actions of those who
make them. Bilateralism
and regionalism are being
allowed to gain at the ex-
pense of an open multilat-
eral trading system.

The environment is now
a matter of grave concern
to everyone including the
developing countries.

The degradation of the
environment  can no long-
er be ignored and urgent
?oiutions must he found.

Unfortunately, many
developed countries seem
intent on laying the blame

.

.



,

the Commonwealth
for the world’s environ-
mental problems on the
developing countries.

Yet by any measure, It
is the developed countries
ahlch have most assailed
our environment. Nuclear
testing, excessive use of.
fossll fuels. private trans-

P
ortation, release of CFC
c h l o r o f l u o r o c a r b o n s )

into the atmosphere, mas-
sive wastage of paper,
toxic chemical disposal;
all these and more are the
direct result of the life-
style of the rich.

l’overty, of course, con-
tributes towards environ-
mental decline, but it is

taken by envlronmental-
ists is to lay the blame on
poor countrtes and seek to
force them to slow down
then- development m the
interest of restormg the
environment which the
rich had polluted Even
World Bank loans are now
t o  b e  m a d e  conditional
upon environmental con-
xderation.

We agree that concert-
ed international effort 1s
needed .  The  Common-
wealth can help by bring-
ing some sanity and bal-
ance to the current de-
bate.

We all must share the

ments  are being threat-
ened, subverted and cor-
rupted by the drug traf-
fickers.

A l o n e  m a n y  n a t i o n s
may just go under. Only a
combined and coordinat-
ed antl-drug t r a f f i ck ing
war by the international
community can hope to
defeat this evil and prop
up governments against
the violent assaults by the
merchants of death.

An all-out global war
must be waged with all
the money and forces at
our disposal. The cost will
be high but the price we
will have to pay if the

f
Malaysia in a way has redis-
covered the Commonwealth.

We admit that we were at one time
disenchanted. But in an increas-
ingly interdependent world the
Commonwealth provides an im-
portant forum for the discussion
and even the settlement of some
international problems. We also
see a role for ourselves in the
Commonwealth, small though it
may be. We pray and hope that
the Commonwealth will . . . live
up to the expectations of its
members. 9

only hecausc the p o o r
cannot hcl~l themselves.
If thry arc den14 the few
rcsour<t’s they hair,  the)
<ire young  to t~.:corn<~  [p-1:1‘-
!‘r  a n d  >,‘i  6,,1!:!  cause :‘Yi-n
grea te r  env i ronmenta l
degradation

On the other hand. tht
rich can afford not only to
reduce their waste gencr
sting lifestyle but can ex-
p a n d  mor’c‘ on re-zffores-
t;itlori  (ii ~hc aarlculturai
l a n d  t h r v  ha,!  wl-ested
frt:m I~-C!I  t’,)rt-:t- W i t h
tti<,,r ‘(,; _’ /i ‘: ,‘~j ‘l,~.,r
&c‘.I!’ :ii: t. i.‘i :ii ! 1131!v
K’tK;’ r!li!iiL’llb  Ili acre’s O?
desert bloom.

UnfortunateI\ t h e  line

burden of keepl: our en-
vironment llvt,: e. b u t .
t h e  sha,-lnb: m,i b e  fair
a n d  m accord Ith tb<
mea2.s ‘:1 ‘,.i .! ii:.,.: CS!
e:lch of !a _I .I !I? , ,!’ Zi,]!>i
no1 be  made to p I for the
p a s t  a n d  prehel <ins o f
the rich

drug menace spreads will
be far higher. We are see-
ing this now. Extradition,
confiscation of all pro-
ceeds from drug rraffick-
Ing a n d  severe pumsh-
ment for traffickers must
be universal.

It is the laxity of some
nations which has caused
!he drug habit to spread.
l<en:ember that along
v:lth the drug habit will
<omc AIDS. Those who
advtjcatc lcnlency a r e
~UIIIV of spreading  AIDS
\ ‘\‘.I! iv<, rni!Y1 :I(‘* i,(.‘.Y.

11: I +:cplng 6+ II!] custom,
1Ier Majesty Queen Eliza-
beth. as head of the Com-

I
monwealth, is ini%
during the course of the
conference.

Malaysia, as host, would
like to thank Her Majesty
for her
ence. Theh

racious pres-
alavsian Gov-

ernment and the people of
Malaysia are greatly hon-
oured by her acceptance
of our invitation to make a
state visit to Malaysia im-
mediately before the con-
ference. She has won the
hearts of everyone of us
b

B
her friendliness and

c arm. Her Majesty’s
presence makes the Com-
monwealth that much
more cohesive and mean-
ingful. We wish her good
health and long may she
reign.

In conclusion, let me
state that the relation-
ships which binds the
Commonwealth together
can be enormously re-
warding. There is much
that we can do for each
other and for the world if
we set our mind to it and
we act.

Malaysia in a way has
rediscovered the Corn- !
monwealth. We admit that
we were at one time dis-
enchanted. But in an in-
creasingly interdepen-
dent world the Common-
wealth provides an impor-
t a n t  f o r u m  f o r  t h e
discussion and even the
settlement of some inter-
national problems.

We also see a role for
ourselves in the Common-
wealth, small though it
may be. We pray and hope
that the Commonwealth
will, in this era of rapid
and radical change, live
up to the expectations of
its members. We hope the
Kuala Lumpur Common-
wealth Conference will
con!ribute towards this
end.

Once agmn. I bid you
welcome to Malaysia. We
will do our best to make
your stay comfortable.


	Malaysia has rediscovered the Commonwealth (The Star 19/10/1989)

