Dr Mahathir shows his statesmanship
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DATUK Seri Dr Mafiathir
Mohamad demonstrated
hts-statesmanship when,
as the chairman, he guid-
ed the first executive ses-
sion of CHOGM to a suc-
cessful selection of the
secretariat’s new secre-
tar_ly-gener_al.

he choice of a succes-
sor to Sir Shridath Ram-
phal had been seen as a
potentially divisive mat-
ter by many and had wor-
ried 'the Malaysan Gov-
ernment. who as host,

wanted to' avert a bitter
battle for the post be-
tween two h’ighly-%xa_li-
fied contenders — Chief
Emeka Anyaoku and Mr
Malcolm Freser.

However, the entire is-
Sue appeared to have been
resolved by what Sir Shri-
dqth described as “the
chairman’'s skill.”

It is learnt that Dr Ma-
hathir adjourned the ex-
ecutive session to allow
balloting because he
wanted to resolve the se-

quickly so that the matter
would not cast a shadow
over the remainder of the
meetln'a. )

Dr Mahathir's proposd
of a secret balot was ini-
tially resisted by some
member countries who
felt that this was a devi-
ation from the Common-
wedth's traditional meth-

of resolving issues by
consensus.

However, many other
members were receptive

finally accepted by all.

It was aso decided that
whoever received the ma-
jority vote would be unan-
imously endorsed.

Dr Mahathir, who spoke
to reporters after the
three-hour meeting which
ended at 6pm, said that
three heads of govern-
ment addressed the meet-
mg: Mrs Margaret
Thatcher of Britain, Sin-
gapore's Lee Kuan Yew
and Dr George Vassiliou

of (\%prus .
“We have learnt quite a
lot from the views of ‘the
three (leaders),” he said.
Dr Mahathir aso said
that the meeting would
discuss South Africa to-
MOrrow.
.~ He added that he had
just received news of the
severe earthquake which
hit San Francisco yester-
day morning and ex-
réssed his condolences
0 the victims and their
families.
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