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L A N G K A W I ,  O C T  2l”tBERNA”A) - -  T H E  L A N G K A W I  D E C L A R A T I O N  O N  T H E
E N V I R O N M E N T  I S  A  M I L E S T O N E  A S  F O R  T H E  F I R S T  TIME9 THE VIEWScOF  D E V E L O

P I N G
COUNTRIES ON ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES HAVE BEEN TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT IN  A  W
ORLD
FORUM*  DATUK SERI  DR MAHATHIR MOHAMAD SAID TODAY.

HE SAID THE DECLARATION,  WHICH WAS UNANIMOUSLY ADOPTED BY THE
COMMONWEALTH COUNTRIES, REPRESENTED A BALANCED APPROACH TO THE PROBLE
M A N D

.; MARKED THE COMMONWEALTH’S CONTRIBUTION TO GLOBAL EFFORTS TO ARREST
ENVIRONMENTAL DEGRADATION.

HE WAS SPEAKING AT A PRESS CONFERENCE AT WHICH THE DECLARATION WAS
RELEASED.  PRESENT AT THE PRESS CONFERENCE AT THE RETREAT VENUE OF THE
PELANGI BEACH RESORT HOTEL HERE WAS COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY-GENERAL SI
R
S H R I D A T H  RAMPHAL.

T H E  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  S A I D  T H A T  W H I L E  D E V E L O P I N G  C O U N T R I E S  S H O U L D  D R A
w UP
T H E I R  O W N  P R O G R A M M E  O F  A C T I O N  I N  L I N E  W I T H  T H E  DECLARATION3 T H E  D E V E L
OPED
C O U N T R I E S  S H O U L D  B E  U N S P A R I N G  I N  T H E I R  A S S I S T A N C E .  A- M O R E
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S I R  S H R I D A T H  S A I D  T H E  D E C L A R A T I O N  R E S U L T E D  L A R G E L Y  F R O M  T H E  INITIA
T I V E
A N D  E F F O R T S  O F  M A L A Y S I A  I N  G E T T I N G  I T  N E G O T I A T E D  A T  A  V E R Y  E A R L Y  S T A G
E .  T H E
DECLARATION HAS BEEN ACCEPTED BY EVERY MEMBER COUNTRY.

D A T U K  SERX DR MAHATHLR ADMITTED THERE WERE SOME DIFF ICULTIES IN  GE
T T I N G
THE AGREEMENT OF SOME COUNTRIES +BUT EVENTUALLY EVERYBODY CAME ROUND
TO THE
VIEW THAT WE SHOULD REACH A UNANIMOUS AGREEMENT.+

THERE WAS IN IT IAL TALK THAT ANOTHER BODY OR ANOTHER FUND MIGHT BE
CREATED BUT THE DECLARATION ACCOMMODATED ALL THESE V IEWS.

HE NOTED THAT IN  THE DISCUSSIONS IN  KUALA LUMPURI  T H E R E  W A S  S O M E
‘M E N T I O N  O F  R E S E T T L I N G  I N H A B I T A N T S  OF L O W - L Y I N G  A N D  I S L A N D  C O U N T R I E S
VULNERABLE TO THE RISE OF THE S E A  L E V E L  ( C A U S E D  B Y  T H E  G R E E N H O U S E  E F
FECT1.

HOWEVER 1 XT  WAS EMPHASISED AT THE DISCUSSIONS THAT THE PEOPLE WHOS
E
LAND MIGHT GO UNDER THE WATER DID  NOT WANT TO BE RESETTLED ELSEWHERE.
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AS SUCH1 EFFORT5 SHOULD BE MADE TO PREVENT THEIR LAND FROM SEING
SUBMERGED.

HE DISMISSED THE SUGGESTLON THAT THE DEBATE ON SOUTH AFRICA‘HAD
OVERSHADOWED OTHER ISSUES.  SOUTH AFRICA AND THE ENVIRONMENT RECEIVED
EQUAL
A T T E N T I O N 9  H E  S A I D .

H E  A L S O  S A I D  T H E  S O U T H  A F R I C A N  I S S U E  M I G H T  B E  D E A L T  W I T H  A S  A  S E P A
RATE
D E C L A R A T I O N  I N S T E A D  O F  B E I N G  P A R T  O F  A  GENERALIDECLARATION, ANDI IN T
HIS
CONNECTION, +WE HAVE YET TO FINALISE THE DECLARATION ON SOUTH AFRICA.
+

R E F E R R I N G  T O  T H E  S E C O N D  P A R A G R A P H  O F  T H E  D E C L A R A T I O N ,  H E  S A I D  I T  W
A S  TO
EMPHASISE THAT POLLUTION OF THE ENVXRONMENT WAS NOT A RECENT PHENOMEN
ON BUT
THE CUMULATIVE EFFECT OF MANY YEARS OF ENVIRONMENTAL DEGRADATION

I S
ON BANKS RESCHEDULING SOUTH AFRICA’S LOAN REPAYMENTS,  HE SAID’+ALL

NOT LOST.  LOTS OF OTHER THINGS CAN BE DONE APART FROM RESCHEDULING.  T
H I S
I N C L U D E S  A C C E S S  T O  N E W  L O A N S ;  INVESTME.NT  FUNDS1 C O N T I N U E D  S A N C T I O N S  A
ND
WITHDRAWAL BY SOME OF THE COMPANIES IN SOUTH AFRICA.+

A L L  T H E S E  THINGS* HE SAIDI W E R E  S T I L L  P O S S I B L E .  - -  B E R N A M A
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