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.‘, (EMBARGO: FOR RELEASE AFTER 8.30PM TODAY)
1” K U A L A  LUMPURt OCT 23 (BERNAMA) - -  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R

AtHIR
MOHAMAD SAID TONIGHT THAT COMMONWEALTH LEADERS HAVE
ER MANY

DATUK SERI  OR MAH

LARGELY AGREED OV

PLACE AFFECTlNG EVERYONE.
-+HOPEFULLY WE WILL SEE A’BETTER TOMORROW,+ HE SAID.

HE SAID THE MEETING HAD BEEN MOST ENLIGHTENING TO HIMI FOR IT W,OUL .
0 .BE
ANOiHER 98 YEARS BEFORE ttALA?SIA  COULD HOST CHOGM AGAIN.  - -  M O R E
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D A T U K  SEA1 OR M A H A T H I R  P A I D  TRI8UTE T O  T H E  O U T G O I N G  COMflONUEALTH
S E C R E T A R Y - G E N E R A L  S I R  S H R I D A T H  +.SONNY+ RAflPHAL WHO HAS BEEN WITH THE
S E C R E T A R I A T  F O R  15 Y E A R S .

+SOME OF US .HAD HOPED THAT HE WOULD CONTINUE AS SECRETARY-GENERAL
FOR
A N O T H E R  TERM1 BUT HE HIMSELF FELT THAT THE T IME HAS COME FOR SOMEONE
E L S E  TOHAVE  T H I S  S I N G U L A R  HONOUR.+

H E  S A I D  T H A T  S I R  S H R I D A T H  W A S  R E G A R D E D  B Y  &ME AS ALMOST AN INSTIT
UTION AND HE WOULD NOT BE FORGOTTEN. I

D A T U K  S E R I  D R  HAHATHIR T H A N K E D  SIR  S H R I D A T H  F O R  +THE WAY HE PERSUA
DED flE
TO R E C O G N I S E  T H E  R O L E  O F  T H E  CObiMONWEALTH  AND TO GET MALAYSIA TO BE A-
C T I V E
A G A I N  I N  I T . +

+sONNY C A N  B E  V E R Y  P E R S I S TE N T  W H E N  H E  WANTS  T O  A N D  PE RS I S T E N C E  I S
A
VIRTUE FOR THE KIND OF POST L IKE THE SECRETARY-GENERAL OF THE COMflONW
EALTH,+
H E  S A I D .  - -  M O R E
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THINGS UHICH ARE OF THE 6REATEST SIGNIFICANCE AND CONCERN TO THE
WORLD.

+THOUGH  WE DIFFERED ON SOME POINTSr  LARGELY. WE AGREED WITH EACH OT
HER v.+
HE SAID AT A DINNER IN HONOUR OF THE COMMONWEALTH HEADS OF GOVERNMENT
ATTENDING THEIR BIENNIAL SUMMIT HERE.

+AND WE HAVE REALLY NO DIFFERENCES AS TO WHAT WE SHOULD DO.UITH A
NUtlBER
OF tlUTUALLY HELPFUL ACTIV IT IES WHICH MEANS SO tIUCH T O , T H E  L E S S  F O R T U N
ATE
pF,.US HERE.+ ’

DATUK SERI OR MAHATHIR SAID THE CONFERENCE WAS HELD AT A MOST
ItiTERESTING PERIOD IN THE HISTORY OF THE WORLD WITH MANY CHANGES TAKI
N6
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T H E  P R I M E  ?lfNISTER A L S O  C O N G R A T U L A T E D  C H I E F  EKEKA ANYAOKU.OF.NIGER
I A
O N  H I S  E L E C T I O N  A S  T H E  N E W  S E C R E T A R Y - G E N E R A L  E F F E C T I V E  FROtl JULY NEXT

YEAR.
HE SAID THAT THE ELECTION OF CHIEF ANYAOKUI W H O  H A S  B E E N  T H E  D E P U T

Y
S E C R E T A R Y - G E N E R A L  S I N C E  19779 WOULD ENSURE THAT CONTINUITY OF THE
SECRETARIAT WOULD BE KAINTAINED.

D A T U K  S E R I  D R  KAHATHIR S A I D  T H E  P R E S S  H A D  A L S O  P L A Y E D  T H E I R  R O L E  D
URING
CHOGM.

+TKEY REPORTED THE GOINGS ON ANDv IN BETWEEN, SOME OF’THEM TOOK SW
I P E S
AT SOlIE OF US. IT IS A TEMPTATION THAT THEY, LIKE ALL THOSE WHO WIELD
ABSOLUTE POWER9 CANNOT RESIST.+

+I SAY THIS WITH TREPIDATION FOR IN THE NEO-FEUDALIST WORLD THAT W
E LIVEIN, WE SHOULD NOT BE DISRESPECTFUL OF THOSE WHO WIELD THE REAL
P O W E R . +  - -
BERNAMA
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