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KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. -
Malaysia believes that the re-
cently-ended CHOGM has
strengthened its hand at re-
gional and international fo-
rums - and not merely by
virtue of its position as chair-
man of the summit.

Datuk  Seri Dr Mahathir Moha-
mad explains it this -way: “Most
of the member countries did not
realI\) know what we were about.
When we spoke at meetings they
thought of us as ,just a devclopirrg
country. They did not know how
far we have gone. they did not
know our background. what we
are about.

“ M a n y  ot the delcgatcs told m e
how surprised they were al our pro-
press INOW  they know us. When W C
rpeak  now they know where WC  arc
!rc,m 1 bel~evc* we wi l l  ge t  a bcttcr
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H e  &id that many other dele-
gates, especially the African lead-
ers, were so an rv “they couldn’t sit
still. They Y-cou dn’t wait their turn
to blast her.”

‘I’hc offlclals said that  I)r M a -
hathlr saw what was happenmg and
steered the meeting towards discus-
blon of economic issues

Some  delegates had wanted a spe-
clal  session to discuss t h e  13rltlsh
statement. but I)r Mahathlr saw no
point in 11. a Malaysian official said.

“There  was a lot  of unfmlshed
b u s i n e s s  t h e  13rltlsh s t a t e m e n t
took nothing away from the offlclal
summit  document, and a special
session (to discuss LMrs  Thatcher’s
actIon) would not have helped The
Iron Lady is well named,” he added.

M a l a y s i a ’s  flextbility In the dls~
cussion  of st,me of the issues. cspe-
c~ally  the cnvlronment. was also 9
surprlsc  to the tlclegstes.

hearing from ncB the meeting on course.”
The Prime Minister, sharing his They were referring to the morn-

thoughts with a’&roup  of Malaysian mg executive meeting on Monday,
journalists hours “after the closing when Australia’s Bob Hawke and
ceremony yesterday, was obviously Canada’s Brian Mulroney  lambast-
pleased with the outcome of the ed Mrs Margaret Thatcher for com-
week-long meeting. mg out with a statement of her own

And according to the other lead- on South Africa the same day that
ers, he had cause to be happy. Sin- she and the rest had endorsed the
g a p o r e  Prime  Mmlster  Lee Kuan official stance.
Yew, joining the chorus of praise A Brittsh  official said that Mrs
for the summit, called it “one of the Thatcher replied “in a firm but
more successful conferences” that even tone” but the others gave a far
he had attended different version.

He considers Dr Mahathir a good They said that Mrs Thatcher was
chairman. “He gave everyone a fair “more agitated than a lot of people
chance to state his posltion  and dis- remember her a:, being in a very
sent. All the leaders felt they had a long rlmr ”
fair go at settmg out their vlrws,” “She kept aaylng  that she was ap
he said. palled (at bclng asked  to explain I~VI

“I thlnh  everyone IS lcavlng  satis- acticm  >, IIcsr ilitch was petttng hrch-
f i e d  a n d  so a m  i.” ~\lr l,er ~35 el and hlgtlcr.  and Mr I i a w k c  a n d
quoted as tcllmg Smgapore  rcport- M r  Muirone)  we*.e getting angrier
ers before heading for home. a n d  angrlel thtilr  facea w*:re red

Malaysian  a n d  f8neign r,fficlals hke lobster\.” an <,fficia! >aId
a l so  gave  I)r h’l:lhathir  credit for
“saving a had srtuat ,011 and putting: @ Tl_JRN TO PAGE 6

vided by internatioyl bodies would
suffice.

India was pushing for what i t
called a Planet Protection Fund, as
proposed by Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhi at the Non-Aligned Summit
in Eelgrade  last month, complete
with the amount that each country
must contribute a year.

Malaysian officials said they did
not think it was urise  to lay do\vn
such terms at this J u n c t u r e .  h u t
raised no objections.

When the Commonwealth leaders
settled for the existing mechanisms
with a note to say that they “took
account of proposals” to set up an
international environment or planet
p r o t e c t i o n  f u n d ,  t h e  I n d i a n s
clalmed  victory.

T h e  declaration,  along with the
strong official posltion  for sanc-
t i ons  aga ins t  Sou th  Af r i ca ,  r e -
mained a lasting triumph of the
Kuala  I,umpur  sunimlt.

It was the only topic on which l)r
Mahnthlr  spoke at some length at
the executive meeting. Although as
c~rntcreuce chmrman h e  h a d  prc
!crrcd to let others s p e a k  o n  t h e
ISSII~~,  !)c, made an cxccption of the
en\‘ironment because “I felt strong-
1) Jboul  pllltln~ I’l,i.th ii I)alanced
pcrbpcitlvc’.” h e  told ?blalayslan
!IWr‘rl;lll~~t~

Iic solid II \vas the first time t h a t

developed and developing countries
were getting together to discuss the
state of the Earth, for which the
Third World had been ‘@tting the
major blame.

“Even our own environmentalists
w e r e  b l a m i n g  u s  f o r  climatic
changes ,  the  greenhouse  e f fec t
a l l  t hose  th ings  a s  though  we
were the ones who had gone to the
West to cut down all those forests to
build the dams and the cities and
t h e  p l a n t s  t h a t  g i v e  o u t  toxic
waste.” he said.

Dr Mahathir said the meeting
a
bf

reed that the West was mostly to
dme for the damage to the Earth,

and all members accepted responsl-
bllity  for cleaning it up and keeping
it that way.

An Indian journalist said the dec-
laration was “like all official state-
ments, full of pious innuendoes.”
But many at the conference and
cvc’n envtronmentalists  dIshgreed
with that view.

T h e  main cnvlronmcntril c roups
in  th i s  cl)untry.  Snhab,il  Alam  .iIn-
iaysia. F:I’SM  and the ncwiv formetJ
Suaram,  while disa~reelrlgwlth  cc&r-
tam parts of the dcclaratwn,  corn
mended II.
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