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!tlALA  LU~~PURI A P R I L  1 7  (BERNAMA) - -  D A T U K  SERI  DR M A H A T H I R
MOHAMAD SAID TODAY THAT UMNO  HAS RECiAfNED  ITS STRENGTH AS THE
L A R G E S T  POLITICAL~PARTY  I N  M A L A Y S I A .

THE PRItK NINX8TER SAID UMNO NEEDED ONLY 40rOOO  MEMBERS TO MATCH
/ T H E  TOTAL HENSERSHIP  O F  T H E  P A R T Y  B E F O R E  I T  W A S  D E C L A R E D  U N L A W F U L .

UP TO MARCH 31(;1,28ir633  PEOPLE HAD RESGITERED WITH UMNO,
ACCOUNTINB  FOR.97.FER  CENT OF THE OLD M E M B E R S H I P  F I G U R E  O F
19326,627, HE TOLD’A PRESS CONFERENCE HEREI  HIS FIRST AFTER RESUMING
DUTIES FOLLOWING  ~18 CORONARY B Y - P A S S  O P E R A T I O N .

EARLIERv’DATUK 8ERf  DR HAHATHIRv  U H O  IS U M N O  PRESIDENT1  V I S I T E D
THE UMNO HEMBERSHIP  REBISTRATION  CENTRE AT THE PARTY HEADQUARTERS
HERE.  H E  W A S  ACCOHPANIED  B Y  UMNO  S E C R E T A R Y  CENERAL,AND  I N F O R M A T I O N
MINISTER DATUK HOHANED RAHMAT.

DATUK 8ERI  DR HAHATHIR’EXPRESSED  CONFIDENCE THE UMNO MEMBERSHIP
WOULD INCREASE AND EXCEED THE OLD MEMBERSHIP WITHIN THIS YEAR. --
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. HOWEVER, THE OLD HENBERSHIP  FI6URE UAS INACCURATE AS THERE WAS
DUPLICATION IN THE REGISTRATION PROCESS IN SEVERAL BRANCHES AND
DIVISIONSw HE sAIDi  ADDIN THAT THERE WERE NO PROPER RECORDS BECAUSE
THE DIVISIONS WERE ONLY REQUIRED TO REPORT THEIR MEMBERSHIP FIGURE
TO THE PARTY~B‘SUPREHE  COUNCIL.

THE PRIHE  tiXNI8tER  SAID HE WAS EXTREMELY SATISFIED WITH THE
CURRENT NENBERSHIP  LEVEL, AND HOPED THERE WOULD BE CONTINUED SUPPORT
FOR UMNO;.

DATuK  I/ERf DR NAHATHIR SAID-THOSE W H O  R E G I S T E R E D  A F T E R  M A R C H  31
WOULD 8TIiL BECOtlE  flEM8ERs  BUT WOULD NOT BE ABLE TO PARTICIPATE IN
THE ANNUAL CENERALHEETINt8.

HE SAID THAT OF THOSE WHO REBISTERED AS MEMBERS! 2001000 HAD NOT
BEEN LISTED IN THE CONPUTER,  THEY WERE HOWEVER ACCEPTED AS MEMBERS
BEFORE MARCH 311 HE ADDED.

THE PARTY HEADQUARTERS REQUIRED TIME TO LIST THE NAMES OF THE
MEMBERS IN THE COMPUTER AND THEREFORE, THE SUPREME COUNCIL HAD
AGREED TO POSTPONE THE BRANCH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETINGS TO MID-JUNE.
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THE REGISTRATION CENTRE WAS ABLE TO PROCESS 10,000 COMPLETED
F O R M S  PER DAY IN  THE CONPUTER A N D  THEREFORE1  R E Q U I R E D  A B O U T  2 0  D A Y S
TO COMPLETE THE WORKI HE SAID.

HE BELIEVED THAT MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS WERE NEW MEMBERS.
DATUK SERI  OR HAHATHIR SAID KEDAHI  TERENGGANUl  PULAU PINANG AND

PAHANB WERE AHONC  THE STATES WHOSE MEMBERSHIP EXCEEDING THAT OF THE
OLD UMNO,  I

THE PRIME HINIBTER  SAID THAT JOHOR HAD THE MOST NUMBER OF UMNO
MEMBERS1  ACCOUNTING FOR 80 PER CENT (216,348)  OF THE 2719450  MEMBERS
PREVIOUSLY.

KELANTAN HAD 121~973 HEMBERS OR 89.3 PER CENT OF THE OLD
MEMBERSHIP OF 136r%9s DATUK SERI  DR MAHATHIR SAID.

MEANWHILE, UflNO SECRETARY GENERAL DATUK MOHAMAD RAHMAT SAID THE
PARTY HEADQUARTERS WAS IN THE PROCESS OF PROVIDINB THE MEMBERSHIP
NUMBER1  OFFICIAL SUBSCRIPTION FEE RECEIPTS AND THE LIST OF MEMBERS
IN DIVISIONS AND BRANCHES WHO COULD CONTEST IN ELECTIONS DURING THE
ANNUAL GENERAL flEETIN@.
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