U E382 AAEL

MAHATHIR

BM

KUALA LUMPURs APRIL 17 (BERNAMA) -- DATUK BERI DR MAHATHIR
MOHAMAD SAID TODAY THAT UMNO HAS REGAINED ITS STRENGTH AS THE
LARGEST POLITICAL . PARTY IN MALAYSIA.

THE PRIME MINISTER SAID UMNO NEEDED ONLY 40+y000 MEMBERS TO MATCH

, THE TOTAL MEMBERSHIP OF THE PARTY BEFORE IT WAS DECLARED UNLAWFUL.

UP TO MARCH 3414 .192811633 PEOPLE HAD RESGITERED WITH UMNO»
ACCOUNTING FOR 97 PER CENT OF THE OLD MEMBERSHIP FIGURE OF
113261627y HE TOLD A PRESS CONFERENCE HEREs HI' S FI RST AFTER RESUMING
DUTIES FOLLOWING HIB CORONARY BY-PASS OPERATION.

EARLIERy ‘DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIRs UHO | S UMNO PRESIDENT: VISITED
THE UMNO MEMBERSHIP REGISBTRATION CENTRE AT THE PARTY HEADQUARTERS
HERE. HE WAS ACCOMPANIED BY UMNO SECRETARY GENERAL AND INFORMATION
M NI STER DATUK MOHAMED RAHMAT.

DATUK S8ER! DR HAHATHIR EXPRESSBED CONFIDENCE THE UMNO MEMBERSHIP
WOULD INCREASE AND EXCEED THE OLD MEMBERSHIP WITHIN THI S YEAR. --
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. HOWEVER, THE OLD MEMBERBHIPF1GURE UAS | NACCURATE AS THERE \WAS
DUPLI CATI ON I N THE REG STRATI ON PROCESS | N SEVERAL BRANCHES AND
DIVISIONSy HE 8AID: ADDING THAT THERE WERE NO PROPER RECORDS BECAUSE
THE DIVISIONS WERE ONLY REQUIRED TO REPORT THEIR MEMBERSHIP FI GURE
TO THE PARTY’8 SUPREME COUNCIL.

THE PRIME MINISTER SAl D HE WAS EXTREMELY SATI SFI ED W TH THE
CURRENT MEMBERSHIP LEVEL, AND HOPED THERE WOULD BE CONTINUED SUPPORT
FOR UMNO.. '

DATUK S8ERI DR MAHATHIR S8AID THOSE wWHO REGISTERED AFTER MaRcH 3I1
WOULD 8TILL BECOME MEMBERS BUT WOULD NOT BE ABLE TO PARTI Cl PATE IN
THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETINGS.

HE SAID THAT OF THOSE WHO REGISTERED AS MEMBERSs 2001000 HAD NOT
BEEN LISTED | N THE COMPUTER. THEY WERE HOWEVER ACCEPTED AS MEMBERS
BEFORE MARCH 311 HE ADDED.

THE PARTY HEADQUARTERS REQUIRED TI ME T0 LI ST THE NAMES OF THE
MEMBERS IN THE COMPUTER AND THEREFORE, THE SUPREME COUNCI L HAD

AGREED TO POSTPONE THE BRANCH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETINGS TO MID-JUNE.
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THE REGISTRATION CENTRE WAS ABLE TO PROCESS 10,000 COMPLETED
FORMS PER DAY IN THE COMPUTER AND THEREFOREsy REQUIRED ABOUT 20 DAYS
TO COMPLETE THE WORKsy HE SAID.

HE BELIEVED THAT MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS WERE NEW MEMBERS.

DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR SAI D KEDAH: TERENGGANUs PULAU PINANG AND
PAHANG L\;\'/1ERE AMONG THE STATES WHOSE MEMBERSHI P EXCEEDI NG THAT OF THE
OLD NO.

THE PRI ME HINIBTER SAlI D THAT JOHOR HAD THE MOST NUMBER OF UMNO
MEMBER8: ACCOUNTI NG FOR 80 PER CENT €21461348) OF THE 2711450 MEMBERS
PREVI QUSLY.

KELANTAN HAD 121+973 MEMBERS OR 89.3 PER CENT OF THE OLD
MEMBERSHIP OF 434158539 DATUK 8ERI DR MAHATHI R SAI D.

MEANWHILE, UMNO SECRETARY GENERAL DATUK MOHAMAD RAHMAT SAI D THE
PARTY HEADQUARTERS WAS | N THE PROCESS OF PROVIDING THE MEMBERSHIP
NUMBERy OFFI Cl AL SUBSCRI PTI ON FEE RECEI PTS AND THE LI ST OF MEMBERS
IN DI VI SI ONS AND BRANCHES WHO COULD cONTEST | N ELECTI ONS DURING THE
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETINGS.

-- BERNAMA
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