KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. -- Prime Minister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad tonight ad-
vised the soldiers who have been selected to
serve with the United Nations Transitional As-
sistance Group in Namibia to carry out their
duties in an exemplary manner to safeguard
the image of Mdaysia

Hc said they had a heavy burden on their
shoulders as they were not only representing
the country but working under the UN banner
to ensure the independence of Namibia.

Speaking to the 210 officers and men leaving
for Namibia from Subang airport, he remind-
ed them that they were not tourists and ad-
vised them to be wary of the dangers in Nami-
bia in view of the fighting there.

“1 hope that you will carry out your assigned
tasks in a disciplined manner. Your sacrifice
in beiyg awav from vour familv for one vear is
appreciated by the Government and thepeople
and we will pray for your safe return,” he said.

He said Maavsia was proud to be part of the
UN peacekeeping force for the third time fol-
‘owing its stint in Congo and on the Iran-Iraa

order.

2 nation proud,
tells soldiers

Also at the airport to bid farewell to the sol-
diers were the Prime Minister's wife., Datin
Seri Dr 8iti Hasmah, Defence Minister Tengku
Ahmad Rithauddeen. Deputy Defence Minis-
ter Datuk Abang Abu Bakar, the Chief. of De-
fence Forces Tan Sri Jen Hashim Mohamed
All and relatives of the soldiers.

Earlier, Dr Mahathir visited the Pusat Is
lam in Kuaa Lumpur to look into the final
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preparations for the international Quranic re-
citers assembly and examination which be-
sins on Friday. i

He Was brieted on the preparations by or
ganisng committee chairman Datuk Dr Y usof
Nor for nearlv an hour.

Speaking to” reporters later, Datuk Dr Y usof,
who is Minister in the Prime Minister's De-
partment, said the Prime Minister was satis-
fied with the preparations for the assemBfy
which has drawn 35 participants from 23 coun-
tries.
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