Mahathir tells the Malays:

‘ENSURE
VIGTORY’

JOHORE BARU, Thurs. —
Datuk Seri Dr(Mabhathir
Mohamad/ said today that
the Malays still need strong
political power and influ-
ence in the government to
further improve their level
of development.

The Prime Minister said as
long as the level of achieve-
ment of the Malays had not
reached the stage which could
guarantee their future success
and well-being, they should
continue to ensure victory in
the political arena.

He told a gathering at Istana
Besar here to mark the formation
of Umno 43 years ago that Malay
politics was not aimed at secur-
ing positions for anyone but to
uphold the position of the Malays
whom he described as being still

weak.

" Dr Mahathir, who is Umno
president, said the position of the
Malays was so much better now
that some had even forgotten the

g party has only 40 Ma-
ed representatives, with
oming from other com-
munities, as advocated by the
group of former Umno members,
there will be no more protection
(for the Malays).

“Then we will return to the sit-
uation when the British ruled or a
situation worse than that,” he
added.

Dr Mahathir, who spoke for al-
most an hour, said that because
of Umno, Malays were able to
safeguard their position and im-
prove their capabilities to com-
pete successfully, he said.

“Umno has succeeded in turn-
ing the Malays into a race highly
sophisticated in the field of poli-
tics. Umno has brought the Ma-
lays into a single and effective
political force with integrity and
one to be reckoned with.”

Such was the effectiveness of
Umno’s struggle that today, not
only every Malay, but also every

Malaysian citizen, di-
rectly or indirectly bene-
fited from it, he said.

Dr Mahathir said all
these successes were the
result of the spirit of tra-
dition and customs which
brought the Malays and

their organisations to a

congress on March 1,
1946.

He said those who be-
lieved in unity and who
longed for it could not re-
ject Umno, for without
Umno unity would be
meaningless.

“Does it mean that by
merging splinter groups
with minority Malay
groups to oppose the ma-
jority of the Malays, the
objectives of the struggle
will be achieved?’ he
asked, and said that those
who aspired towards uni-
ty should join the major-
ity

1f unity was to be( .

achieved, each sflould tol-
low the same policies, oth-
erwise there would be no
unity but merely a pact,
he said..

Dr Mahathir said the
spirit of unity and tradi-
tion and Malay etiquette
had succeeded in mould-
g a strong political par-
ty in a race which almost
had no experience in poli-
tics, even more in party
politics and democracy.

He said the tradition
and custom of not chal-
lenging the party leader-
ship had made the party
strong,-even though mem-
bers might not agree 100
per cent to everything
done by the leader.

Recalling the history of
the party, Dr Mabhathir
said that in 1984, the in-
cumbent deputy presi-
dent was challenged and
all advice not to go
against tradition and
Umno and Malay custom
went unheeded.

Without naming the
leader in question, Dr Ma-
hathir said the spirit of
Umno had vanished from
the heart of the challeng-
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He said the challenger
had isolated himself from
Umno and was not moti-
vated by the Umno spirit
but self-interest which
prompted him to do any-
thing, including the de-
struction of the party.

Dr Mahathir said the
challenger also tried to
win the presidency in
1987 by putting forward
various excuses such as
the economic recession
which, according to him,
was caused by govern-
ment inefficiency.

But these were all ex-
cuses as what was upper-
most and important to
him was to win the party
presidency and become
Prime Minister, he said.

Dr Mahathir said that in
the past, party leaders
served with sincerity and
were given full support.

There was no contest
for the posts of president,
deputy president or vice-
president and if there was
one, it was because of va-
cancies caused by deaths
or other reasons, he said.

If not, ;all vice-presi-
dents, deputy president
and president were re-
turned unopposed, he
said.

He said this arrange-
ment strengthened the
party and enhanced the
credibility of its leaders
for only with such integri-
ty could their views be re-
spected by the members.

Some would feel that this
was undemocratic but pot
contesting and reappoint-
ment also occurred in a de-
mocracy, he said.

He said the tradition and
custom in Umno of not run-
ning after positions would
enable the party to be
strong.

“No one in the party re-
jects the views of the lead-
er. The powers entrusted to
thle leader are respected by
all.”

Dr Mahathir said Umno
had its own machinery to
resolve problems without
outside interference.

He said if a problem
could not be resolved by
the supreme council, it
could be referred to the
general assembly.
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