
By Shah A. Dadameah

KUALA LUMPUR, W&d&--
The Government will nev-
er neglect the workers be-
cause it needs their sup-
port to steer the nation to
further economic growth,
Datuk Seri J& Mahathir..

jMoh_amad  said today.
Their needs and welfare

have always been a matter of
priority. If we neglect them
we cannot hope to be one of
t h e  n e w l y - i n d u s t r i a l i s e d
countries (NICs),”  the Prime
blinister  added.

111 .  h,lahathtr  satd  that while the
C;overnment  had made efforts to
reduce industrial  unrest ,  i t  had
also revised its investment condi-
t ions so that  Malaysia  could also
achte\,e NIC’  s ta tus .

“With a good investment cltmate.
we an have a strong workforce and
a thrtvmg  economy However,  the
C;ovcrnment’s  efforts to improve
the lot of workers can he hampered
If ontoo  Icadt,rs  choose to polittcise
the campatgn  for workers’ rtghts.”

The  (~overr~ment  was not against
untooh  spcaktng  up for the workers,
It!- Rlahat  htr xa~d.  but added that
“we  cannot lx blamed for thinking
that some  untons  are politically-mo
ttvated  if thetr  leaders are politt-
CIans ”

Irr Mahathtr  was spcaktng  a t  a
Press  ccmfercnce after meettng  a
17.memhcr delegatton  f r o m  t h e
hl’l‘ll<’  ;II  hi5 offtce here

It \vab the ftrst time htncc  t)r  hla-
hathtr took offtcc m  19X1  that  hc
had met  M’1‘t:C‘  offtcmls

A t  t h e  t\vo-hour  meetmg.  t h e
MTt!C’  handed to 1)).  Mahathir a 12.
page  memorandum  contatntng  Its
views  on matters  rangtng  from la
hour laws  to  collecttve  bargatnmg
rtgtita

Also present wits I,abour  Mmtster
I)atuk  1.tn1  Ah I,ek wtth  whom the
*~r-~~lln  led  hv M’I’UC‘  prestdent

/
THEIR needs and wel-
fare have always been

a matter of priority. If we ne-
glect them we cannot hope
to be one of the new

ty
-in-

d u s t r i a l i s e d  coun  r i e s
(NICs)  . . . With a good in-
vestment climate, we can
have a strong work-
force and a thriving 7
economy.

- Dr Mahathir yesterday.

Zainal  Hampak, had a meeting earlt-
er (See Page 3).

Dr Mahathir said the meeting was
cordial and gave him and the MTUC
leaders a chance to speak their
mmds  on various issues.

He said the delegation told him
that  al though the MTUC was at
times critical of the Government, it
was not  ant i-government.

“I told them that our priority is
economic growth.  without  which
the workers will suffer. Some of the
NICS now were previously back-
ward nations whose workers were
earntng  less than workers in Malay-
sta.  Today thetr  workers are earn-
ing better wages than ours.”

I te said i t  did not  necessari ly
mean that workers who had the
backtng  of strong untons  would ben-
efit more than other workers.

Dr Mahathir satd  in places l ike
‘fatwan and Hong Kong,  many
workers were not represented by
unions yet they enjoyed good wages.

Dr  Mahathir said he agreed with
the MTlJC  that there was a backlog
of cases in the tndustrtal  courts and
this matter, among others Included
in the MTllC  memorandum. would
be given due attention.

tI,)wever,  he added, the tiotrern-
merit  c o u l d  n o t  c o n s i d e r  t h e
MTUC’s proposal that the Nattonal
labour  Advisory Council he given

powers to make decisions.
“lt is, after all. an advisory body.

The council members (representing
the Government.  employers and
workers) do not iully  understand
the country’s problems,” he said.

Dr Mahathn-  said the Government
also could not  consider  a  s ingle
union for all electronics workers, as
proposed by the MTIJC,  because
each company had different capaci-
ties.

He said it would be unfair to have,
for instance, a uniform scale for
electronics workers because the
smaller  companies might  not  be
able to comply.

With regard to the negotiat ing
rights of government servants,  Dr
Mahathir said the Government had
set  up the public services trtbunal
to enable government staff to seek
rectification to anomalies.

On the Government’s  privatisa-
tion programmes, Dr Mahathir said
a member of the delegation had
agreed that it was a good way to cut
down on government expenses and
to improve workers‘ earnings.

To suggestions that he was behind
the move to form the Malaysian la-
hour Organisation.  Dr  M a h a t h i r
said: “It is the workers’ decision.
We do not stop them from forming
any organisation  they feel can best
represent  them.”
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