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Felda schemes
will bq * ?:‘JLji  1989

re-or*nised
says MahathirB

By Azman  Awalludin -
GRIK, Thurs. - Felda
schemes will be restruc-
tured to make the agency
more economically sound
and financially ,indepen-
$$;/&~d~~:

He said this was be-
cause Felda, despite hav-
ing 800,OOOha  under its
projects, had been overly-
dependent on the Govern-
ment for financial sup-
por t .

“The Government has
asked Felda to submit a
report on its activities so
t h a t  a stud on i ts
schemes can g :e carried
out.

“We have to review the
agent  ‘s role because it
has asEed for financial as-
sistance from the Govern-
ment every year. Some of
its schemes might not be
viable or practical,” he
said.

Dr Mahathir said this
was ironical as Felda, de-
spite being an a ency
with the most num % er of
estates in the world, need-
ed help from the Govern-
ment while private es-
tates which were much
smaller, could do well on
their own.

He said that it was nnt

easy for the Government
to provide allocations for
the agency as the money
belonged to the Malaysian
citizens.

“We have to question
ourselves whether this
(providing allocations to
Felda) will truly benefit
the country,” the Prime
Minister added after a
visit to Pulau Banding
near here on the first of a
series of State visits.

Earlier, Dr Mahathir at-
tended a briefing and dia-
logue with the heads of
department at the District
Office here. He also visit-
ed the Gugusan Nenering
Felda scheme.

He expressed disap-
pointment with the atti-
tude of some local people
who refused to work in
agpp;;;p/;;J~;ners
had to be ekployed  he
said. Dr Mahathir said a
tea plantation in Leng-
gon

a
had to employ 26

wor ers from Bangladesh
because no locals were
willing to take the jobs.

“This is sad as we will
have to bring in more and
more foreigners to do
jobs that can be done by
the locals. Finally, the for-
eigners will become
wealthy, leaving locals
with no lobs.” he added.
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