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I K U A L A  LUMPURg  J U L Y  1 5  ,(BERNAMA) --1ATUK  S E R I  OR  M A H A T H I R  -
_!‘!OHAMAD SAID  T O D A Y  T H E  GdVERNMENT  A C T U A L L Y  D O E S  N O T  A S P I R E  T O  M A K E

MALAYS=  A  N E W L Y  I N D U S T R I A L I S E D  C O U N T R Y  (NIC)  A S  I T  REALISES  T H A T .
ONCE THE COUNTRY.HAS  A C H I E V E D  S U C H  S T A T U S  IT W I L L  B E  P R E S S U R E D  B Y
T H E  D E V E L O P E D  A N D  R I C H  C O U N T R I E S .

THE PRIME MINISTER SAID THE GOVERNMENT GAVE GREATER PRIORITY TO
P R O V I D I N G  A  B E T T E R  S T A N D A R D  O F  LIVING  T O  T H E  P E O P L E  R A T H E R  T H E N
G E T T I N G  N I C  S T A T U S  F O R  T H E  C O U N T R Y ,

OPENING THE ISTH'TRIENNIAL  DELEGATES CONFERENCE OF THE MALAYSIAN
TECHNICAL SERVICES UNION (HTSU)  HERE, HE SAID: +IN FACT THE
G O V E R N M E N T  D O E S  N O T  A I M  F O R  NIC  S T A T U S  ( F O R  M A L A Y S I A )  A S  I T  R E A L I S E S
T H A T  1F  I T  W E R E  T O  A C H I E V E  T H A T  S T A T U S ,  W E  W I L L  B E  P R E S S U R R E D  T O  T H E
C O R E  B Y  T H E  D E V E L O P E D  A N D  R I C H  C O U N T R I E S . +

H E  S A I D  1T W A S  I M M A T E R I A L  W H E T H E R  T H E  C O U N T R Y  JOINED THE RANKS
O F  T H E  N E W L Y  I N D U S T R I A L I S E D  N A T I O N S  O R  R E M A I N E D  A  D E V E L O P I N G  C O U N T R Y
P R O V I D E D  T H E  P E O P L E  L E D  A  PROSPEROUS.LIFE.

\ T H E  C O U N T R Y  W O U L D  F A C E  M A J O R  P R O B L E M S  IF IT B E C A M E  A N  NIC,  HE
ADDED. - -  MORE
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IF  M A L A Y S I A  W E R E  T O  B E C O M E  A  N I C  IT W O U L D  L O S E  O U T  O N  T H E
F A C I L I T I E S  A N D  B E N E F I T S  X T  C U R R E N T L Y  E N J O Y E D  A S  A  D E V E L O P I N G
COUNTRYy  T H E  PRIME M I N I S T E R  S A I D . ’

DATUK  S E R I  D R  H A H A T H X R  S A I D  T H E  T E R M  NIC W A S  A T  P R E S E N T  S O
P O P U L A R  T H A T  M A N Y  E C O N O M I S T S  A N D  T R A D E  U N I O N  A N D  G O V E R N M E N T
O F F I C I A L S  W E R E  T A L K I N G  A B O U T  M A L A Y S I A ’ S  WISH T O  B E C O M E  A N  NIC  L I K E
SOUTH KOREA, TAIWAN AND SINGAPORE.

H E  S A I D  I F  N I C  S T A T U S  W A S  A C H I E V E D 9 T H E  D E V E L O P E D  C O U N T R I E S
W O U L D  C O M P E L  T H E  C O U N T R Y  T O  I N C R E A S E  T H E  V A L U E  O F  I T S  C U R R E N C Y  T O
T H E  E X T E N T  I T S  E X P O R T S  C O U L D  N O T  C O M P E T E  W I T H  THEIRS9  F O R C E  I T  T O
C U T  D O W N  O N  E X P O R T S  A N D  R E S T R I C T  G O V E R N M E N T  I N C E N T I V E S  T O  A N Y  GROUP.

+ I N  S H O R T  T H E Y  W I L L  S T R I V E  H A R D  S O  T H A T  I T  W E  C A N N O T  R A I S E  O U R
H E A D S ?  W H A T  M O R E  F R O M  B E C O M I N G  A  D E V E L O P E D  C O U N T R Y . +

+EVEN  T H O U G H  W E  T A L K  A B O U T  M A L A Y S I A ’ S  I N T E N T I O N  O F  B E C O M I N G  A
D E V E L O P E D  COUNTRYI  W E  S H O U L D  R E A L I S E  T H A T  O N C E  W E  C O M E  U P  T H E Y  W I L L
R E S T R I C T  U S  S O  T H A T  W E  C A N N O T  G O  UT’*+  H E  S A I D .  - -  M O R E  ,
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T H E  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  R E M I N D E D  A L L  C R O U P S ,  P A R T I C U L A R L Y
JOURNALISTS, NOT TO GO ALL OUT TO PROJECT THE YEARNING TO BECOME A
NEWLY INDUSTRIAL.ISED  COUNTRY.

ON THE CLAIMS BY’TRADE  UNIONS FOR SALARY ADJUSTMENTS AND BETTER.
S E R V I C E  SCHEME1  D A T U K  S E R I  D R  M A H A T H I R  S A I D  H E  W O U L D  H A V E  T O  T A K E
I N T O  A C C O U N T  T H E  I N T E R E S T  O F  A L L  T H E  P E O P L E  A N D  T H E  N A T I O N  W H E N
DECIDING ON THE CLAIMS.

HE SAID EVEN THOUGH AS A POLiTICIAN, HE NEEDED AS MUCH SUPPORT
A S  P O S S I B L E  F R O M  T H E  PEOPLE9  HE DID N O T  H A V E  T H E  R I G H T  T O  M A K E
DECISIONS ACCORDING TO HIS WHIMS AND FANCIES AS THE CONSEQUENCES
W O U L D  N O T  O N L Y  B E  B O R N E  B Y  H I M  B U T  A L S O  T H E  E N T I R E  N A T I O N  A N D
P E O P L E .

+DECISION  SHOULD NOT BE BASED ON’ POPULARITY AND POSITION BUT ON
T H E  E F F E C T  S U C H  D E C I S I O N S  W I L L  H A V E , +  H E  S A I D .

T H O U G H  T H E  D E M O C R A T I C  P R A C T I C E  F A V O U R E D  S U P P O R T  F R O M  T H E
MAJORITY OF THE PEOPLE INCLUDING FARMERS9  FISHERMEN AND WORKERS9
N E V E R T H E L E S S  H E  C O U L D  N O T  M A K E  D E C I S I O N S  B A S E D  O N  P O P U L A R I T Y  M E R E L Y
TO RETAIN HIS POSITION. -- MORE
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O N  T H E  G O V E R N M E N T ’ S  E F F O R T S  T O  S P E E D  U P  N A T I ’ O N A L  E C O N O M I C -.
GROWTH9  HE SAID THE GOVERNMENT WOULD CONTINUE TO GIVE INCENTIVES TO
THE PRIVATE SECTOR TO CREATE AS MANY JOBS AS POSSIBLE.

THE PRIME MINISTER SAID THAT TO TUNE THE ECONOMY TOWARDS RAPID
INDUSTRIALISATION  T H E R E  W A S  A  N E E D  F O R  I N C R E A S E D  W O R K F O R C E  IN
CERTAIN AREAS SUCH 4s ENGINEERING1 MANAGEMENTI  TECHNICAL AND OTHER
H I G H L Y  S K I L L E D  F I E L D S .

T H E  G O V E R N M E N T  H A D  T A I L O R E D  T H E  E D U C A T I O N  A N D  T R A I N I N G  S Y S T E M
F R O M  S E C O N D A R Y  L E V E L  T O W A R D S  M E E T I N G  T H E S E  N E E D S ,  H E  S A I D .

SO FAR THE PRODUCTS OF THIS EDUCATION AND TRAINING SYSTEM HAD
I N D E E D  B E E N  A B L E  T O  M E E T  T H E  NEEDS9  H E  A D D E D .

T H E  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  W A S  C O N C E R N E D  O V E R  T H E  P R O B L E M  O F
U N E M P L O Y M E N T  A M O N G  T H E  P E O P L E  E V E N  T H O U G H  M A N Y  J O B S  H A D  B E E N  C R E A T E D
FOLLOWING THE GOVERNMENT’S MOVE TO PROVIDE INCENTIVES TO INVESTORS
IN  T H E  I N D U S T R I A L  F I E L D .

H E  S A I D  T H E  N U M B E R  O F  U N E M P L O Y E D  S H O U L D  D E C R E A S E  J U D G I N G  F R O M
T H E  N U M B E R  O F  V A C A N C I E S  P U B L I S H E D  B Y  T H E  N E W S P A P E R S  D A I L Y .  - -  M O R E
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UNEMPLOYMENT WAS STILL PREVALENT BECAUSE MANY PEOPLE WERE TOO
C H O O S Y  A B O U T  J O B S  A N D  W H E R E  T H E Y  W O R K E D  A N D  W E R E  U N W I L L I N G  T O  L E A V E
THEIR HOMETOWNS OR KAMPUNGS IN SEARCH OF WORK, HE SAID.

SPEAKING AT THE FUNCTION, MTSU PRESIDENT ALIAS MOHAMAD AL1 URGED
THE GOVERNMENT TO INCREASE TECHNICAL FACILITIES FOR TECHNICAL STAFF , ,
I N  E F F O R T S  T O  D E V E L O P  T H E  C O U N T R Y .

T H E  PRIME M I N I S T E R  L A T E D  P R E S E N T E D  A  G O L D  M E D A L  A N D  C E R T I F I C A T E
OF MERIT TO OUTGOING MTSU SECRETARY-GENERAL A.RAGUNATHANq  WHO IS
R E T I R I N G .

P R E S E N T  W E R E  C U E P A C S  P R E S I D E N T  M O H A M A D  A B A S  A N D  M T U C  P R E S I D E N T
Z A I N A L  R A M P A K .  - -  B E R N A M A
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