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MAHATHIR-SABAH

BY ZAKARIA ABDUL WAHAB - A

BANDAR SERI BEGAWANy AUG 3 (BERNAMA) - - MALAYSIAA ND 7T H E
, PHILIPPINES HAVE AGREED TO WORK TOGETHER TO RESOLVE THE LATTER’S
CLAIM TO SABAH WHICH | S AFFECTING THEIR OTHERWISE CORDIAL RELATIONS,
DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR MOHAMAD SAID TODAY.

THE PRIME M NI STER SAI D HE MET PRESIDENT CORAZON AQULNO HERE
TODAY AND THEY AGREED TO LOOK INTO THE MATTER FURTHER. +WE PROMISED
WE’'LL BOTH WORK TOGETHER TO RESOLVE THIS PROBLEMs+ HE TOLD REPORTERS
AFTER MEETING PRESIDENT AGUING AT THE GERUDONG GUEST HOUSE HERE,

THEY ARE HERE TO ATTEND THE CEREMONIES TO MARK THE COMING OF AGE
0F THE ELDEST PRI NCE oF THE SULTAN OF BRUNEI, PENGIRAN MUDA
AL-MUTADEE BILLAHs 15y AT NURUL IMAN PALACE LAST NI GHT. PRESIDENT
SUHARTO OF INDONESIAs SINGAPORE PRIME M Nl STER LEE KUAN YEW AND THAI
PRIME MINISTER GENERAL TUN CWATCHAI CHOONHAVAN ARE ALSO HERE FOR THE
CEREMONY.

DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR SAID HE AND PRESIDENT AQUINO ONLY
PROMSIED TO WORK TOGETHER TO RESOLVE THE SABAH | SSUE AND THERE WAS
NO SPECIFIC MENTION OF HOW T¢( GO ABOUT IT.

THE SABAH ISSUE | S A LONG-STANDING AND THORNY ONE BETWEEN THE

TWO MEMBERS OF ASEAN» DATINGFROM LONG BEFORE PRESIDENT AQUINO CAME
TO POWER IN 1986. -- MORE -

1624M5T 03 08 89

UVE&633 A A E T
MAHATHIR-SABAH 2 BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN

ASKED IF THE FI LI PI NO LEADER LAI D DOwWN CONDI TI ONS FOR DROPPING
THE CLAI M TO SABAH» DATUK SERI DR MAHATHI R SAID: +N0s WE DIDN T SAY
ANYTHING1 ONLY THAT WE’'LL BOTH WORK TOGETHER ON THE MATTER.+

HE ALSO SAI D THERE WAS NO IMMEDIATE PLAN FOR HIM TO MEET
PRESIDENT AQUINO AGAIN T0 DI SCUSS THE SABAH | SSUE FURTHER.

PRES|I DENT AQUINO HAD INITIATED A BILL TO DROP THE CLAIM TO SABAH
WHI CH WAS PASSED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES BUT NOT BY THE
SENATE.

COMMENTING ON DEVELOPMENTS | N THE INTENATIONAL CONFERENCE ON
KAMPUCHEA | N PARI'S, DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR SAI D. +WE (ASEAN) ARE A
LITTLE BIT DI SSAPO NTED W TH THE RESULTS BUT WERE REALI STI C. + ( SEE
| TEMS E&34+ E635y E6371 SLUGGED +MAHATHIR-KAMPUCHEA+) .

HOWEVERs HE SAI D, ASEANwouLD CONTI NUE TO PURSUE THE LI NE THEY
HAD BEEN TAKING ALTHOUGH THEY COULD NOT RESOLVE THE PROBLEM
OVERNIGHT. ASEAN HAD ALWAYS PRESSED FOR A COVMPREHENSI VE POLI Tl CAL

SOLUTION TO THE I0-YEAR OLD CONFLICT, BASED ON RESOLUTI ON ADOPTED BY
THE UNI TED NATI ONS. - MORE
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+BEFORE THE (FOUR RIVAL) FACTI ONS COME TOGETHER (AFTER THE
VI ETNAMESE TROOPS WITHDRAWAL)s THERE SHOULD BE SOME | NTERNATI ONAL
| N\VOLVEMENT | N ENSURI NG THAT THE (KAMPUCHEAN) GOVERNMENT -TQ BE SET
P WLL BE FAIR TO ALL»y+ ‘HE SAI D

DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR ALSO MET THE OTHER ASEAN LEADERSs APART
FROM PRESI DENT AQUINO. -- BERNAMA
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