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MAHATHIR-SABAH
B Y  Z A K A R I A  ABDUL  WAHAB ” 1
BANDAR  SERI  BEGAWAN~  AUG &BERNAMA)  - -  MALAY&A  A N D  T H E .

/ PHILIPPLNES  H A V E  AGRE.ED  T O  WORC;  T O G E T H E R  T O  R E S O L V E  T H E  L A T T E R ’ S
C L A I M  T O  S A B A H  W H I C H  IS AFFECTiNG  T H E I R  O T H E R W I S E  C O R D I A L  R E L A T I O N S ,
D A T U K  SERI  D R  M A H A T H I R  MOHAMAD,SAID  T O D A Y .

THE PRIME MINISTER SAID HE MET PRESIDENT CORAZON AQULNO HERE
T O D A Y  A N D  T H E Y  A G R E E D  T O  L O O K  I N T O  T H E  M A T T E R  F U R T H E R .  + W E P R O M I S E D
W E ’ L L  B O T H  W O R K  T O G E T H E R  T O  R E S O L V E  T H I S  PROBLEMI+  H E  T O L D  R E P O R T E R S
A F T E R  M E E T I N G  P R E S I D E N T  AQUINU  A T  T H E  G E R U D O N G  G U E S T  H O U S E  H E R E ,

T H E Y  A R E  H E R E  T O  A T T E N D  THE  C E R E M O N I E S  T O  M A R K  T H E  C O M I N G  O F  A G E
OF T H E  E L D E S T  PRINCE O F  T H E  SULTAN  O F  B R U N E I ,  P E N G I R A N  MUDA
AL-MUTADEE BILLAH 131 AT NURUL IMAN  PALACE LAST NIGHT. PRESIDENT
SUHARTO OF INDONESIA9  SINGAPOBE PRIME MINISTER LEE KUAN YEW AND THAI
P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  G E N E R A L  T U N  CHATGHAI  C H O O N H A V A N  A R E  A L S O  H E R E  F O R  T H E
CEREMONY.

D A T U K  SERI  D R  M A H A T H I R  S A I D  H E  A N D  P R E S I D E N T  A Q U I N O  O N L Y
PROMSIED  TO WORK TOGETHER TO RESOLVE THE SABAH ISSUE AND THERE WAS

\
N O  S P E C I F I C  M E N T I O N  O F  H O W  TC  G O  A B O U T  I T .

T H E  S A B A H  I S S U E  IS A  L O N G - S T A N D I N G  A N D  T H O R N Y  O N E  B E T W E E N  T H E
TWO M E M B E R S  O F  ASEAN  D A T I N G F R O M  L O N G  B E F O R E  P R E S I D E N T  A Q U I N O  C A M E
T O  P O W E R  I N  1 9 8 6 .  - -  M O R E t
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M A H A T H I R - S A B A H  2  B A N D A R  S E R I  B E G A W A N

ASKED IF THE FILIPINO LEADER LAID DOWN CONDITIONS FOR DROPPING
THE CLAIM TO SABAH9  DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR SAID: +NOl WE DIDN‘T SAY
A N Y T H I N G 1  O N L Y  T H A T  W E ’ L L  B O T H  W O R K  T O G E T H E R  O N  T H E  M A T T E R . +

H E  A L S O  SAID T H E R E  W A S  N O  I M M E D I A T E  P L A N  F O R  H I M  T O  M E E T
PRESIDENT AQUINO AGAIN TO DISCUSS THE SABAH ISSUE FURTHER.

PRESIDENT AQUlNO  HAD INITIATED A BILL TO DROP THE CLAIM TO SABAH
WHICH W A S  P A S S E D  B Y  T H E  H O U S E  O F  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S  B U T  NOT.BY  T H E
S E N A T E .

COMflENTING  ON DEVELOPMENTS IN THE INTENATIONAL  CONFERENCE ON
KAMPUCHEA IN PARIS, DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR SAID: +WE (ASEAN)  ARE A
LITTLE BIT DISSAPOINTED WITH THE RESULTS BUT WE’RE REALISTIC.+ (SEE
ITEMS E634,  E635r  E637r  S L U G G E D  +MAHATHIRdKAMPUCHEA+).

HOWEVER1  HE SAID, ASEAN  WOULD CONTINUE TO PURSUE THE LINE THEY
H A D  B E E N  T A K I N G  A L T H O U G H  T H E Y  C O U L D  N O T  R E S O L V E  T H E  P R O B L E M
OVERNIGHT. ASEAN  HAD ALWAYS PRESSED FOR A COMPREHENSIVE POLITICAL
SOLUTION TO THE IO-YEAR OLD CONFLICT, BASED ON RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY
THE UNITED NATIONS. -- MORE
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+BEFORE  THE’(FOUR  RIVAL) FACTIONS COME TOGETHER (AFTER THE
VIETNAMESE TROOPS WITHDRAWALjr  THERE SHOULD BE SOME INTERNATIONAL
INVOLVEMENT IN ENSURING THAT THE (KAMPUCHEAN) GOVERNMENT .TO  BE SET
UP WILL BE FAIR TO ALLI+  ‘HE SAID.

D A T U K  SERI D R  M A H A T H I R  A L S O  M E T  T H E  O T H E R  ASEAN  LEADERS1  A P A R T
FROM PRESIDENT AQUINO. -- BERNAMA
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