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IPOHI A U G  6  (BERNAMA) - -  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  D A T U K  S E R I  D R  M A H A T H L R
MOHAMAD S A I D  TdDAY  T H A T  U M N O  H A S  N O  INTENTf%i  OF T A K I N G  A W A Y  T H E - - -
S E A T S  A L L O C A T E D  T O  B A R I S A N  N A S I O N A L  (BN)  C O M P O N E N T  P A R T I E S .

I N  GIVING T H I S  A S S U R A N C E ,  T H E  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  S A I D  T H A T  T H E  S E A T S/
A L L O C A T E D  T O  C O M P O N E N T  P A R T I E S  W O U L D  O N L Y  B E  T A K E N  A W A Y  I F  T H E Y
C O U L D  B E  R E P L A C E D  W I T H  O T H E R  S E A T S .

IF THIS COULD NOT BE DONE3  IT WOULD THEN BE DIFFICULT FOR UMNO
TO MEET ITS MEMBERS’ REQUEST FOR CERTAIN SEATS TO BE GIVEN TO UMNO,
S A I D  D A T U K  S E R I  D R  M A H A T H I R  W H O  I S  UMNO  P R E S I D E N T .

OPENING THE GOPENG UMNO DIVISION DELEGATES CONFERENCE IN GOPENG
N E A R  H E R E ,  H E  SAID T H A T  UMNO  N O T  O N L Y  W I S H E D  T O  A V O I D  T U S S L E S  WITHlN
T H E  P A R T Y ,  B U T  A L S O  T O  A V O I D  S U C H  A  S I T U A T I O N  O C C U R R I N G  A M O N G  T H E
BARISAN NASIONAL COMPONENT PARTIES.

THIS WAS IMPORTANT TO PRESERVE THE SPIRIT OF COOPERATION AMONG
T H E  C O M P O N E N T  P A R T I E S  O F  T H E  B N  T O  M A I N T A I N  I T S  S T R E N G T H ?  H E  A D D E D .

+THIS  IS OUR PROBLEM. IT IS NOT BECAUSE WE DO NOT WANT TO
E N T E R T A I N  S U C H  R E Q U E S T S  B U T  I T  I S  B E C A U S E  T H E  S I T U A T I O N  ( D O E S  N O T
PERMIT IT)r+  HE SAID. -- MORE
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I N  H I S  SPEECH1  D A T U K  SERI D R  MAHATHIRy  W H O  T O U C H E D  O N  T H E
IMPORTANCE OF COOPERATION AMONG THE PEOPLE OF THE VARIOUS RACES,
ALSO SAID THAT THE COOPERATION WHICH EXISTED AMONG THE BN COMPONENT
PARTIES SHOULD CONTINUE TO BE PRESERVED.

AT THE SAME TIMEI  UMNOv  WHICH IS THE DOMINANT PARTY OF THE BN
GOVERNMENT, SHOULD REMAIN A STRONG PARTY TO ENSURE THAT THE
C O A L I T I O N  D I D  N O T  F A C E  A N Y  BREAKUPS1  HE SAID.

U M N O ’ S  S T R U G G L E S ,  H E  SAIDI  N O T  O N L Y  A F F E C T E D  T H E  MALAYS  B U T  A L S O
THE OTHER RACES AND THE NATION IN GENERAL.

+THE PREVAILING CONDUCllVE  SITUATIONI PEACE AND THE RAPID
E C O N O M I C  G R O W T H  E X P E R I E N C E D  B Y  T H E  C O U N T R Y  I S  B E C A U S E  UMNOI  A S  A
M A J O R  P A R T Y ,  IS L E A D I N G  T H E  B N .  T H E  MALAYS  D O  N O T  F E E L  T H R E A T E N E D
AND ACCEPT THE BN POLICIES.+

+IF THEY ARE SUSPICIOUS AND UNEASY WITH THE BN POLICIESI  WE DO
N O T  K N O W  W H A T  M I G H T  H A P P E N  T O  T H E  COUNTRYI+  H E  A D D E D .  - -  M O R E
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DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR SAID: +I AM NOT MAKING A THREAT. IT’S
B E C A U S E  I F  T H E  MALAYS  F E E L  S A F E  W I T H  BN POLICIESI T H E Y  A R E  R E A D Y  T O
C O O P E R A T E  W I T H  T H E  O T H E R  BN C O M P O N E N T  P A R T I E S . +

H E  D E P L O R E D  T H E  S E M A N G A T  4 6  P A R T Y  W H O  C L A I M E D  T H A T  THE  4 0
PARLIAflENTARY  S E A T S  H E L D  BY T H E  MALAYS  W E R E  S U F F I C I E N T  A N D  T H E Y
COULD COOPERATE WITH NON-MALAY PARTIES.

HE SAID THAT A GOVERNMENT WITH A SMALL MALAY MAJORIT’f  WOULD NOT
B E  A B L E  T O  O P E R A T E  B E C A U S E  T H E  MALAYS  W O U L D  F O R E V E R  B E  I N  F E A R  T H A T
OTHER PARTIES MIGHT WITHDRAW THEIR SUPPORT RESULTING IN THE DOWNFALL
O F  T H E  G O V E R N M E N T .

IN T H I S  RESPECT1  T H E  C O U N T R Y  W O U L D  N O T  E N J O Y  P E A C E  A N D  F O C U S
WOULD ONLY BE ON POLITICS BECAUSE OF THE EVER-CHANGING GOVERNMENT
WITH CROSS-OVERS FROM THE PARTY SUPPORTING THE GOVERNMENT TO THAT OF
THE OPPOSITION1 TO GIVE THEM A MAJORITY1 HE: SAID.

IN SUCH A SITUATIONI THE GOVERNMENT WOUlD  NOT BE ABLE TO
IMPLEMENT POLICIES TO DEVELOP THE ECONOMY FOR  ‘THE BENEFIT OF ALL THE
R A C E S ,  H E  A D D E D .
- -  M O R E
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HE ALSO CRITICISED LEADERS OF THE SEMANGAT 46 PARTY FOR CLAIMING
T H A T  T H E  P A R T Y  A D H E R E D  T O  T H E  T R U E  C O N S T I T U T I O N  O F  U M N O  SET UP IN

1 9 4 6 .
+I WOULD LIKE TO SAY THAT THE ARTICLES OF ASSOCIATION THEY HAVE

BEEN LAUDING WERE NOT ACTUALLY DRAFTED IN 1946. THE ARTICLES OF
ASSOCIATION IN THAT YEAR HAD ACTUALLY BEEN AMENDED SEVERAL TIMES AND
THE P A R T Y  C O N S T I T U T I O N  A T  T H E  T I M E  I T  W A S  D E C L A R E D  UNLAWFUL WAS THE
ONE WHICH WAS LAST AMENDED IN 1976r+  HE SAID.

ON THE CONTEST FOR POSTS AT DIVISIONAL LEVEL, DATUK SERI DR
M A H A T H I R  R E I T E R A T E D  H I S  C A L L  T H A T  P A R T Y  M E M B E R S  SHOULD AVOID TUSSLES
AT T H A T  L E V E L  F O R  T H E  S A K E  O F  T H E  P A R T Y ’ S  S T R E N G T H .

b +WHAT  IS THE USE OF US CONTESTING AND BECOMING DIVISION HEADS
AND MAYBE NOMINATED AS CANDIDATES IF THE CONTEST RESULTED IN
DISUNITY AMONG PARTY MEMBERS AND CAUSED US TO LOSE  THE ELECTION?+ HE
SAID.

HE ADVISED UMNO MEMBERS TO BE PATIENT IN WIATING FOR THEIR TURN
TO BECOME LEADERS AND TO PRESERVE PARTY UNITY BECAUSE WHAT WAS
IMPORTANT WAS FOR UMNO TO REMAIN STRONG AND WIN ELECTIONS. -- MORE
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H E  S A I D  T H A T  M A N Y  J U N I O R  U M N O  L E A D E R S  W E R E  S T I L L  YOUNG AND HAD
PLENTY OF TIME TO CONTEST FOR POSTS OR THEY NEED NOT CONTEST BECAUSE
+THE V E T E R A N S  W I L L  R E T I R E  A N D  T H E Y  C A N  T A K E  T H E I R  P L A C E S . +

+JUST  LOOK9  W H E N  T U N K U  A B D U L  R A H M A N  R E T I R E D ,  TUN ABDUL RAZAK
TOOK O V E R  W I T H O U T  - A N Y  C O N T E S T .  T H E  S A M E  G O E S  W H E N  T U N  R A Z A K  DIEDv
T U N  H U S S E I N  T O O K  H I S  P L A C E  W I T H O U T  A N Y  C H A L L E N G E S  A N D  W H E N  T U N
HUSSEIN GAVE UP HIS POST1  I TOOK OVER?  ALSO WITHOUT CONTEST.+

+AS  SUCH THERE WERE NO DISUNITY BECAUSE THERE WERE NO CHALLENGES
AND C O N T E S T S  I N  T H E  P A R T Y .  B U T  W H E N  T H E R E  W A S  A  C O N T E S T  ( I N  APRIL
19871  9 T H E  R E S U L T  W A S  DISUNITYI+  H E  A D D E D .

D A T U K  S E R I  D R  M A H A T H I R  S A I D  T H A T  H E  W A S  I N  U M N O  F O R  1 8  Y E A R S
BEFORE HE BECAME A MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT AND DID NOT EVEN HOLD THE
POST OF DIVISION HEAD BUT MERELY BECAME AN ORDINARY MEMBER.

THE P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  SAID9 +AFTER  2 8  Y E A R S  I N  U M N O  W A S  I M A D E  A
M I N I S T E R ,  3 0  Y E A R S  B E F O R E  I  H A D  T H E  C H A N C E  T O  B E C O M E  D E P U T Y  P R I M E
MINISTER AND 36 YEARS BEFORE BECOMING PRIME MINISTER.+

+HOW MANY UMNO LEADERS SEEKING POSTS ARE THERE WITH 18 YEARS'
M E M B E R S H I P ? +  H E  A D D E D .  - -  B E R N A M A
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