
D 1 7 8
U  E 0 5 2  A A E , _ e-c

M A H A T H I R - A G R I C U L T U R E
31

c9
B M
IPOHI A U G  6  (BERNAMA) - -  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  D A T U K  S E R I  D R  M A H A T H I R . . . . ,

MOHAMADTODAY  SAID  T H E  C O U N T R Y ’ S  E C O N O M Y  wEL  G R O W  M O R E  R A P I D L Y  W I T H
. -%REASED  A G R I C U L T U R A L  P R O D U C T I O N ;  P A R T I C U L A R L Y  F O O D .

FOR THIS REASON9  THE GOVERNMENT WANTED FARMERS TO UPGRADE THE
U S E  O F  T E C H N O L O G Y  T O  I N C R E A S E  A G R I C U L T U R A L  PRODUCTIONI  H E  S A I D  W H E N

L A U N C H I N G  T H E  N A T I O N A L - L E V E L  FARMERS9  L I V E S T O C K  B R E E D E R S  A N D
F I S H E R M E N ’ S  D A Y  A T  MEDAN  GOPENGI  H E R E .

D A ’ T U K  SERI  D R  M A H A T H I R  SAIDI  A P A R T  F R O M  I M P R O V I N G  F A R M E R S ’
INCOME9  I N C R E A S E D  A G R I C U L T U R A L  PRODUCTIONI  I N C L U D I N G  FOOD9  W O U L D
PROVIDE FOOD FOR THE PEOPLE AT LOWER PRICES.

HE SAID T H I S  W A Y  T H E  P E O P L E  N E E D  N O T  H A V E  T O  A L L O C A T E  A  L A R G E
PORTION OF THEfR.INCOME  TO BUY FOOD.

E V E N  WITH A  L O W  I N C O M E - L E V E L ,  T H E  P E O P L E  C O U L D  S T I L L  L I V E
C O M F O R T A B L Y  A N D  T H E  C O U N T R Y  N E E D  N O T  H A V E  T O  D E P E N D  O N  O T H E R
COUNTRIES TO IMPORT FOODSTUFF, HE SAID. -- MORE
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MAHATHIR-AGRICULTURE 2 IPOH c
HE SAID THE FARMERS’ DAY WAS HELD ANNUALLY BECAUSE THE

G O V E R N M E N T  W A N T E D  I T  T O  S E R V E  A S  A  R E M I N D E R  T H A T  T H E  BASIS O F  T H E
C O U N T R Y ’ S  W E A L T H  A N D  E C O N O M Y  W A S  A G R I C U L T U R E 1  L I V E S T O C K  B R E E D I N G  A N D
FISHING.

ALTHOUGH THE COUNTRY ASPIRED TO BECOME AN INDUSTRIALISED COUNTRY
+ W E  S H O U L D  N O T  F O R G E T  T H A T  A G R I C U L T U R E  P L A Y S  A N  I M P O R T A N T  R O L E  I N
T H E  L I V E S  O F  T H E  PEOPLEI+  H E  S A I D .

DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR SAID THE COUNTRY SHOULD UPGRADE THE FOOD
P R O D U C T I O N  I N D U S T R Y  S O  T H A T  IT N E E D  N O T  H A V E  T O  I M P O R T  F O O D  A T  H I G H
P R I C E S .

MALAYSIA SHOULD INCREASE ITS FOOD PRODUCTION AT LEAST TO MEET
PART OF ITS FOOD REQUIREMENTS.

HOWEVER IT WAS BETTER IF THE COUNTRY COULD PRODUCE SURPLUS FOOD
AT LOWER PRICES SO THAT THEY COULD BE EXPORTED TO INCREASE THE
COUNTRY’ S REVENUE.

IN THIS RESPECT, THE GOVERNMENT WANTED FARMERS TO SHED THE
PRACTICE OF TILLING THE LAND FOR SELF-SUFFICIENCY, BUT INSTEAD'TO
T A K E  A D V A N T A G E  O F  T H E  F E R T I L E  S O I L  I N  T H E  C O U N T R Y  T O  U N D E R T A K E
MODERN FARMING EITHER FROM THE ASPECT OF THE USE OF MACHINERYI
METHOD OF CULTIVATION OR HIGH YIELDING STRAINS. -- MORE
1322MST 06 08 89

D197 .
U  E 0 6 3  A A E

HAHATHIR-AGRICULTURE 3 IPOH

IN THIS RESPECT; HE SAID THE PEOPLE NEED NOT HAVE TO ALLOCATE A
LARGE PORTION OF THEIR INCOME TO MEET THEIR ESSENTIALS IN LIFE.

+IT IS B E T T E R  T O  E A R N  1100  M O N T H L Y  A N D  Y E T  B E  A B L E  T O  E A T
C H I C K E N  E V E R Y  D A Y -  R A T H E R  T H A N  E A R N  8 3 0 0  B U T  T H E  P R I C E S  O F  G O O D S
I N C R E A S E  THREE-FOLDI+  H E  A D D E D .

DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR SAID THE GOVERNMENT HOPED THE COUNTRY
WOULD EMERGE AS A LEADING AGRICULTURE AND INDUSTRIALISED COUNTRY SO
T H A T  M A L A Y S I A N S  W O U L D  B E  RESP~ECTED  B Y  T H E  W O R L D .

PRESENT WERE MENTERI BESAR TAN SRI RAMLI NGAH TALIB AND HIS
WIFEI  AGRICULTURE MINISTER DATUK SERI SANUSI JUNID AND DEPUTY HOME
MINISTER DATUK MEGAT JUNID MEGAT  AYCB. -- BERNAMA
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