-Decision soon on

~

election law change

GOPENG. Sun. ... The Gov-
ernment will decide soon
whether to amend the Elec-
tions Act to prevent elected
representatives from re-
signing and re-contesting
the same seat to test their

popularity, Datuk Seri Dr
Mahathir Mohamad said
today.

The Prime Minister said
bt wes necessary to study
the issue which involved
certain provisions of the
constitution.

He told a Press confer-
ence after opening the Go-
peng Umno division's gene-
ral  meeting this afternoon
that the amendments were
not aimed at preventing
bona fide by-elections such
as those caused by the
desth of State Asssembly-
men or MPs or their eec-
tion being declared invalid.

The amendments, he
said, would only apply to
those who quit and were re-
nominated for the same

seat.
In such a case, the Gov-
ernment is proposing that

the representative not be
adlowed to stand again for
the same sedt.

Earlier, Dr Mahathir ad-
vised Umno members to
avoid conflicts in the party
by not contesting against

each other in divisional
elections.
They should instead con-

centrate on strengthening
the party and ensuring un-
ity among members.

He said a change of
leaders in the party would
not ater the party’s struc-
ture.

He called on members to
understand the lesson from
the Barisan Nasiond’s de-
feat in the recent Teluk
Pasu State by-election.

“Initial  findings indicate
that if al Umno members
had voted for the BN candi-
date, we would have won
the by-election.” he sad.

Thk Prime Minister
pointed out that struggle
for supremacy and power
had cost the BN the seat
with some Umno members
discontented at not being
sdected as the candidate.

Dr Mahathir said it was
not important who became
Umno leaders as long as
the members spoke with
one voice and wanted unity.

Citing Umno’'s bitter
experience during its presi-
dential elections two years
ago which led to the party’s
subsequent deregistration,
he said it was the tusde for
the leadership that amost
destroyed the party.

He said it was useless to
contest divisional posts if it
threatened unity among
members.

“How can Umno, which is
the backbone of the Bari-
san Nasional, form the
Government if members
are  disunited?’

The Prime Minister said

the Malays could accept
policies benefiting al the
races as they had fath in
Umno as the senior partner
in the Government.

He said the Malays
would feel threatened if
Umno was weakened.

On Semangat 46, he said
its leaders were out to con-
fuse the people.

“They clam to be fight-
ing for Malay unity when in
fact they are out for per-
sonal gain.” &

The Prime Minister said
Semangat 46 leaders were
trying to buy support from
the people.

He said such tactics
could never make them
sincere  leaders.

“Umno is for al and the
party philosophy aims to
foster co-operation among
the various races and unite
them under the Barisan
Nasiona.”

Dr Mabhathir said na-

tiona stability can be en-
sured when al Barisan Na-
sional component parties
work together under Um-
no's leadership.

“Umno has an important
role in the Barisan Na-
sional and if the party is
not strong, there might be
unrest among the other
component parties. This
will not be good for peace in
the country.”

Dr Mahathir urged the
people to vadue the peace
they enjoy as there are se

veral multi-racial coun-
tries which are in constant
turmoil.

The people could aso ex-
pect greater benefits with
the current economic reco-
very, he said.

On the allocation of seats
for the next generd elec-
tion, he sad Umno might
agree to an exchange of
some seats with BN com-
ponents but would not seek
to expand its allocation.
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