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KUALA LUMPURyAUG 14 (BERNAMA) -- PRIME MINISTER DATUK SERI DR
MAHATHIR MOHAMAD TODAY SUGGESTED THAT LOCAL EXPERTS ADOPT THE
+REVERSE ENGINEERING+ METHODy THAT | S COPYING PRODUCTS MANUFACTURED
BY OTHERSy TO SI MPLI FY THE TRANSFER OF TECHNOLOGY .

HE SAID RESEARCH INSTITUTIONS SHOULD HAVE DEPARTMENTS
SPECIALISED | N THE METHOD FOR ALL GOODS TO BE MANUFACTURED IN
MALAYSI A | N  FUTURE

+WE SHOULD NOT BE ASHAMED OF THE APPROACH AS | T | S A METHOD USED
BY MANY COUNTRI ES WHI CH ARE SUCCESSFUL NOWi+ HE SAlI D WHEN LAUNCHING
THE SCI ENCE AND TECHNOLOGY WEEK HERE.

| F LOCAL EXPERTS COULD LEARN HOW THE PRODUCTS WERE MANUFACTURED9
MALAYSIA COULD PRODUCE THEM | N A NEW FORM, TAKING ADVANTAGE OF THE
CHEAP LABQUR COSTS' I N THE COUNTRY, HE SAIl D.

+IF AT FIRST WE FAILy WE PERSEVERE AND GOD WILLINGy WE WILL GET

ResuLts, FROM THE REVERSE ENG NEERI NG PROCESS»+ HE SAID. -- MORE
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HE SAl D THE MECHANISM TO | MPLEMENT SClI ENCE AND TSCHNOLOGY
PROGRAMMES MUST BE PRO ACTI VE WITH ATTENTION ON DEVELOPMENTS IN THE
WORLD ECONOMY ON THE WHOLE.

N THI'S CONNECTIONs SClI ENTI STS AND TECHNOLOGISTS SHOULD NOT
CONFI NE THEI R ACTI VI TI ES 10 TRADI TI ONAL PRODUCTS BUT SHOULD DEVELOP
NEW ONES, HE SAl D.

DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR DESCRIBED AS BASELESSsy MISCONCEPTIONS BY
THE PEOPLE THAT THE COUNTRY WAS FAR LAGGING BEHI ND IN RESEARCH AND
DEVELOPMENT ¢R$¢ D) TO FIND | TS owN SCI ENTI FI C AND TECHNOLOGICAL
APPLI CATI ON METHODS» NOT DISCOVERED BY THE MORE ADVANCED NATIONS.

+ACTUALLY THOSE WHO ARE VERY ADVANCED TODAY, WERE ALSO BACKWARD
PREVIOUSLYyBUT BECAUSE OF R $D YEAR BY YEAR, THEY MANAGED TO FIND
SUCCESS,+ HE SAI D.

THE PRIME MINISTER ALSO DREW ATTENTION TO THE LEVEL OF
CONTRI BUTI ON rFrom | NDUSTRI ES owNED BY LOCALSy VWHI CH HE SAID WAS
STI LL VERY SMALL. -- MORE
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+THE MOMENT WE WELCOME TECHNOLOGICAL CONTRIBUTIONS FROM THE
| NDUSTRI AL SECTOR TO THE NATIONAL ECONOMYs WE SHOULD ALSO UNDERSTAND
THAT THE TECHNOLOGY | S NOT YET IN- 0UR HANDS, + HE SAI D.

HE SAlI D THE GOVERNMENT HAD SPECI FI ED THAT FOREI GN | NVESTORS
TRANSFER THEI R TECHNOLOGY TO LOCAL MANPOWER AND MANAGEMENT, ADDING
THAT THESE EFFORTS wouLdD FAI'L | F THE LOCAL PEOPLE WERE NOT READY AND
COULD NOT UNDERSTAND THE BASICS OF SCI ENCE AND TECHNOLOGY TO MAKE
THE PROCESS A SUCCESS.

HE OUTLI NED THREE VI TAL FACTORS TO ENSURE THE COUNTRY'S SUCCESS
| N DEVELOPING SClI ENCE AND TECHNOLOGY. THEY ARE:

+WILLINGNESS| N TErRMsOF. ATTI TUDE AND KNOW HOW OF SCI ENTI STS AND
TECHNOLOGE STS | N CONTRI BUTI NG PARTICULARLY IN R$ D,

+THE GOVERNMENT'S W LLI NGNESS TO PROVI DE INFRASTRUCTURE, PCLI CY
AND PROGRAMMES TO'SUPPORT THESE ASPIRATIONS, AND

+WILLINGNESS ON THE PART OF ENTREPRENEURS TO USE THE SCIENTIFIC

AND TECHNOLOG CAL FI NDI NGS 710 VENTURE INTO NEW | NDUSTRI ES AND TO
TAKE RI SKS. --MORE
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HE SAID THESE FACTORS SHOULD BE CO-ORDINATED TO FORM A FORCE
CAPABLE OF DEVELOPING THE COUNTRY.

ON THIS BASISsy THE GOVERNMENT ALSO CALLED ON THE PRIVATE SECTOR
TO BE INVOLVED INR $D | N SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY! WITH THE HOPE
THAT AT LEAST 25 PERCENT OF FUTURE R $ D PROGRAMMES IN THE COUNTRY
WERE CONDUCTED AND FUNDED BY THI S SECTOR.

THE PRIVATE SECTOR COULD CONDUCT R $D WITH THE ASSISTANCE OF
GOVERNMENT RESEARCH INSTITUTIONS AND THE CAMPUSES OR THROUGH
RESEARCH CONTRACTS WITH RESEARCHERS FROM SUCH INSTITUTIONSy HE SAID.

IN THIS CONNECTIONs THE PRIME MINISTER EXPRESSED HOPE THAT
RESEARCHERS IN THIS FI ELD DIRECTED THEIR RESEARCH TOWAS THE NEEDS OF
THE | NDUSTRY AND INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT.

+IT | S USELESS FOR US TO SPEND M LLI ONS OF RINGGIT ON RESEARCH
| F 1Ts FI NDI NGS CANNOT BE USED BY THE PEOPLE AND COUNTRYs+ HE ADDED.
-- MORE
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HE LATER TOLD NEWSMEN THAT THE ISSUE OF INFRINGEMENT OF
COPYRI GHT DI D NOT ARI SE IF THE COUNTRY ADOPTED REVERSE ENGINEERING
TO. FACI LI TATE THE PROCESS OF TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER.

COPYING PRODUCTS ALREADY | N THE MARKET WAS COMMON PRACTICE AMONG
OTHER PEOPLEy» TOO, HE SAID. ,

MORE IMPORTANT WAS THAT LOCAL EXPERTS WORKED TO PRODUCE ALMOST
SI M LAR PRODUCTS USING LOCAL INPUTy BUT CHANGH NG THE PRODUCT'S
IDENTITYs HE SAID.

COWENTI NG ON PRODUCTS ON EXH BI T FOR THE EVENT AT THE PUTRA
WORLD TRADE CENTREs HE LAUDED THE WORK OF SOME SCIENTISTS WHO
INVENTED GOODS WITH MARKET POTENTIAL.

HOWEVERy | T WAS LEFT TO THE ENTREPRENEURS TO CAPITALISE ON THE

OPPORTUNITY TO MARKET THE INVENTIONS LOCALLY AND ABROADsHE SAID. --
BERNAMA
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