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K U A L A  LUMPUR,  A U G  1 7  (‘BERNAMA) - -  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  D A T U K  S E R I  D R
MAHATHIR MOHAMAD TODAY DIRECTED LOCAL COUNCILS TO IMPROVE ON THEIR
ADMINISTRATION.

THERE WAS NO POINT IN HAVING EFFICIENT ADMINISTRATION AT FEDERAL
O R  S T A T E  L E V E L S  W H E R E A S  IT W A S  N O T  S O  A T  L O C A L  G O V E R N M E N T - L E V E L ,  HE.
SAID.

LOCAL AUTHORITIES MUST BE EFFICIENT TO FACE FUTURE CHALLENGES
AND TO AVOID DISRUPTION OF THE NATION'S ECONOMYv  HE SAID WHEN
OPENING THE NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF LOCAL COUNCILLORS AT THE PUTRA.
W O R L D  T R A D E  C E N T R E  H E R E .

ADMINISTRATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS AT ALL LEVELS MUST BE UPGRADED
A N D  S T R E A M L I N E D  J U S T  A S  T H A T  O F  S T A T E  A N D  F E D E R A L  G O V E R N M E N T S ,  H E
S A I D .

b +WE LIKE TO SEE GOOD ADl'lINISTRATION  FROM THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT
D O W N  T O  KAMPUNG  L E V E L  T O  E N S U R E  I M P R O V E D  E C O N O M I C  G R O W T H + ,  H E  SAID,

THIS WOULD REQUIRE LOCAL COUNCILLORS NOT ONLY TO LOOK AT
A D M I N I S T R A T I V E  M E T H O D S  IN O T H E R  C O U N C I L S  B U T  A T  STA;TE  A N D  F E D E R A L
ADHINISTRATIONS  A S  WELLI  H E  S A I D . - -  M O R E
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T H E  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  S A I D  L O C A L  C O U N C I L L O R S  W O U L D  F A C E  A D D I T I O N A L
P R O B L E M S  F O L L O W I N G  I N C R E A S E D  R U R A L  T O  U R B A N  M I G R A T I O N  O F  T H E
NATION'S POPULATION.

I N  1970,  A B O U T  2 7  P E R C E N T  O F  T H E  C O U N T R Y ’ S  P O P U L A T I O N  W E R E
U R B A N - B A S E D  A N D  T H I S  I N C R E A S E D  T O  4 6  P E R C E N T  I N  1986.  BY T H E  Y E A R
2 0 0 0  X T  IS  E X P E C T E D  T O  T O U C H  60  P E R C E N T ,  H E  S A I D .

N O  N A T I O N  C O U L D  S T O P  S U C H  M I G R A T I O N  A S  I T  R E F L E C T E D  A  C O U N T R Y ’ S
L E V E L  O F  D E V E L O P M E N T 9  H E  S A I D .

DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR SAID MIGRATION BROUGHT ADaDED  PROBLEMS OF
RESETTLEMENT AND SQUATTERS9 SANITATION AND ROADS WHICH LOCAL
COUNCILS MUST OVERCOME.

+WHETHER  W E  C A N  O V E R C O M E  T H E S E  P R O B L E M S  D E P E N D S  O N  WISDOM1
E F F I C I E N C Y , I N T E R E S T  A N D  D E D I C A T I O N  O F  L O C A L  COUNCILLORS+  H E  S A I D .

THE PRIME MINISTER SAID IF LOCAL COUNCILS COULD NOT MANAGE AND
O V E R C O M E  T H E S E  P R O B L E M S !  T H E  M I G R A N T S  W O U L D  N O T  B E  A B L E  T O  B E N E F I T
FROM THEIR MIGRATION.
- -  M O R E
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A S  SUCH9  T H E  R O L E  O F  L O C A L  C O U N C I L L O R S  W O U L D  B E  M O R E  I M P O R T A N T
A S  T H E Y  W O U L D  B E  I N V O L V E D  I N  A D M I N I S T E R I N G  A  L A R G E  S E G M E N T  O F  T H E
C O U N T R Y ’ S  P O P U L A T I O N .

D A T U K  S E R I  D R  M A H A T H I R  S A I D  M A L A Y S I A N S  M U S T  B E  M O R E  CIVJC M I N D E D
A N D  A W A R E  O F  T H E  N E E D  T O  M A I N T A I N  C L E A N L I N E S S  O F  P U B L I C  T O I L E T S  A N D
O F  P R O P E R  U S E  R U B B I S H  D U M P S .

+IT IS MEANINGLESS FOR THE NATION TO BECOME RICHER AND MORE
P R O P E R O U S  B U T  IN A C T U A L  F A C T  W E  L I V E  I N  G A R B A G E  H E A P S .  T H I S  W I L L
H A P P E N  W H E N  W E  C A N ’ T  MANAGEI+  H E  S A I D .

THE PRIME MINISTER SAID IF THE PEOPLE COULD KEEP TOWNS NOT ONLY
C L E A N  B U T  B E A U T I F U L  A N D  C O M F O R T A B L E ;  T H E N  T H E Y  H A V E  P R O V E N  T O  T H E
WORLD THAT THEY HAVE BUILT A CIVILISATION  THAT THE NATION COULD BE
P R O U D  O F .

1.
H E  S A I D  I F  MALAYSIANS W A N T E D  T O  L I V E  H E A L T H I L Y  A N D  A  C O M P L E T E

LIFE1  T H E Y  M U S T  E M P H A S I S E  O N  C L E A N L I N E S S  A N D  S P R E A D  T H E  W O R D  T O
O T H E R S .

S U C H  A N  A T T I T U D E  W O U L D  M A K E  T H E  W O R L D  H O L D  LOQK  H I G H L Y  .OF
M A L A Y S I A N S  A S  A  C L E A N L I N E S S - C O N C S I O U S  N A T I O N  A N D  W H O  T O O K  G R E A T
PAINS TO PRESERVE THE BEAUTY OF THE ENVIRONMENT.

HE SAID CLEANLINESS IS ONE THE NATION'S PRIORITIES ADDING THAT
A L L  T O W N S  M U S T  B E  C L E A N . - -  M O R E
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THE PRIME MINISTER HOPED THAT PUBLIC TOILETS WERE ALWAYS KEPT
CLEAN SO AS TO AVOID TOURISTS FROM HAVING BAD IMAGE OF THE COUNTRY.

HE ADDED THAT THE PUBLIC TOILETS AT THE KUALA LUMPUR
INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT IN SUBANG WAS MUCH CLEANER NOW.

H E  S A I D  I N  T H E  M O D E R N  AGEI  T H E R E  W A S  N O  E X C U S E  F O R  H A V I N G
FOUL-SMELLING TOILETS AS MANY TYPES OF DEODORANT AND AIR FRESHNERS
W E R E  A V A I L A B L E .

T H E  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  S A I D  L O C A L  C O U N C I L L O R S  M U S T  D I S C H A R G E  T H E I R
D U T I E S  R E S P O N S I B L Y  T O  T H E  R E S I D E N T S  U N D E R  THEIR C A R E  A N D  N O T  ONLY,  T O
T H O S E  W H O  A P P O I N T E D  T H E M .

H E  S A I D  T H E R E  W A S  M U C H  G O O D  I N  T H E  P R E S E N T  S Y S T E M  O F
G O V E R N M E N T - A P P O I N T E D  L O C A L  C O U N C I L L O R S  A S  C O M P A R E D  T O  T H E
P R E - I N D E P E N D E N T  S Y S T E M  O F  E L E C T I N G  T H E M  T H R O U G H  B A L L O T I N G .

L O C A L  C O U N C I L L O R S  E L E C T E D  U N D E R  T H E  P R E V I O U S  S Y S T E M  W E R E  M O R E
I N C L I N E D  T O  R A I S E  N A T I O N A L  A N D  R A C I A L  I S S U E S  R A T H E R  T H A N  L O C A L  ONES7
H E  S A I D . . .

T H E  P R E S E N T  S Y S T E M  W A S  M O R E  B E N E F I C I A L  A S  IT E N A B L E D  L O C A L
C O U N C I L L O R S  T O  S E R V E  I N  T H E I R  A R E A S  R E G A R D L E S S  O F  RACE1  HE SAID.--
MORE
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H O W E V E R ,  T H E  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  SAID1  T H E  P R E S E N T  S Y S T E M  T O O  H A S  ITS
WEAKNESS IF LOCAL COUNCILLORS WERE RESPONSIBLE ONLY TO THE
G O V E R N M E N T  W H I C H  A P P O I N T E D  T H E M  A N D  N O T  T O  T H E  R E S I D E N T S  IN T H E I R
AREA.

t IF THIS WAS THE CASEI  THEN THEY WOULD NOT BE ABLE TO PROVIDE
G O O D  S E R V I C E  T O  T H E  R E S I D E N T S  A N D  N A T U R A L L Y  T O  T H E  PEOPLE1  THEY
W O U L D  A P P E A R  U S E L E S S  .

A B O U T  21800  L O C A L  C O U N C I L L O R S  F R O M  T H R O U G H O U T  T
!

E CdUNTRYl
HOUSING AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT MINISTER LEE KIM SAI ND HIS DEPUTIES
SENATOR DATUK HAJI HUSSEIN AHMAD  AND OSU HAJI!  SUKAM ATTENDED THE
CONFERENCE OPENING CEREMONY.

THE CONFERENCE1 THE FIRST ORGANISED BY THE MINISTRY WASI  A T
AMONG OTHER THINGS, AItlED  AT FAMILIARISING  LOCAL COUNCILLORS WITH
THE ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES TO DEVELOP LOCAL AUTHORITIES,IN
FACING THE CHALLENGES OF THE 199OS.-- BERNAMA
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