PM: Local councillors need to be more efficient
Keeping up with
urpban Malaysia

By kor Hawa Yunus

HUALA LUMPUR, Thurs.
- Malaysia’'s growing ur-
banisation is expected to
result in at least 60 per
cent of its population living
in towns by the year 2000
with  Bumiputeras forming
the majority in most
towns, the national confer-
ence for local government

councillors was told today.

Already close to 50 per cent of
the population is projected to be
living in urban centres by next
year, with Bumiputeras forming
456 per cent, Chinese 43.7 per
cent and Indians 10.1 per cent.

The rapid increase in urban
dwellers — 27 per cent in 1970 to 46
per cent in 1986 — has been attribut-
ed to rural-urban migration.

“Rural-urban migration cannot be
avoided because it comes with deve-
lopment,” said Prime Minister Da-
tuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad"
When opening tne one-aay confer-
ence attended by about 2.800 local
councillors.

Citing the United States as an ex-
ample, he said 95 per cent of its popu-
lation lived in towns today compared
with five per cent 200 years ago, indi-
cating that a high urban population
signifies the level of development
and progressiveness of a country.

The changing urban population
profile also reflected the success of
the policy to restructure the urban
population, said deputy director-
general of [ocal government Dr Mu-
hammad Nong in his paper
and duties of local councillors in
1990s: A development perspective.

In his speech the Prime Minister
said in view of the higher number of
town and city dwellers, the role of
local authorities would become
more important. _

He said local councillors would
have to become more dedicated and
efficient as well as improve and

-always be kept clean,

streamline their administration
with that of the State and Federal
Governments.

Loca councillors would have to
deal with more administrative mat-
ters as well as tackle problems that
come with growth such as squatter,
drainage, sanitation, rubbish and en-
viron&e&al issues.

Dr Mahathir said: “All these prob-
lems will iherease because it cannot
begvoided. Whether we can_over-
come part of this.problem will de-
pend on the ingenuity and dedication
of local councillors. Thereisno point
in saying that the country isrich and
progressive but its towns and people
are drowned in rubbish.”

Dr Mahathir snoke of the need for
people to be civic-minded and to pre-
serve the cleanliness of their towns.

At the same time, local councillors
must also ensure that the towns
were properly managed so that the
people would have a better and more
comfortable life.

Public toilets, for example, must
e said,
stressing that action should not be
taken only after a Minister had in-
spected the toilets.

Dr Mahathir said local councillors
should not regard their position as a
rank but must work together with
their officers so that their adminis-
tration would be effective and unin-
terrupted. o

They should look at new adminis-
trative styles adopted by other local
authorities as well as State and
Federal Governments.

Dr Mahathir said there should be a

competition for the best and clean-
est-kept town as an incentive for lo-
cal councillors to preserve «he
beauty and cleanliness of areas un-
der their jurisdiction, adding that
the Government would consider
sending the winners abroad for vi-
sits.
_ He said the Government, based on
its financial position, would also give
financial assistance for certain pro-
jects undertaken by local authori-
ties.

The Prime Minister also noted
that the administration of local
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authorities was now more

efficient since loca coun-

cillors were appointed in-
stead of elected.

He noted that when elec-
tions were held for loca go-
vernments, the issues that
induced the people to elect
their representatives were
not local issues but those
related to racial, national
or international  issues
fanned by the political par-
ties.

He said local issues like
services for the people in
the area were not given at-
tention and the result was
that people did not benefit
from the system.

Dr Mahathir said early

it

s better to appoint councillors

after independence a study

was caried out and it
came out with a recom-
mendation that the system
of election for local gov-
ernment be abandoned.

“After the local council-
lors were appointed it was
found that they were more
responsible and responsive
towards local issues. Local
council meetings are now
cam with more time de-
voted to discussions on lo-
cd issues”

However, he sad the sys
tem would have its weak-
nesses if local councillors
felt that they were not re-
?onsble to the people un-

er their jurisdiction but to
those (the Government)
who appointed them.

In his paper, Dr Muham-
mad Nong also said that
many local governments
did not have specific pro-
rammes to ensure their
ownships develop in a sys
tematic and controlled
manner.

. He listed the implica
tions of the urbanisation
trend as follows:

@ the influx of people,
manly unskilled,  from
rural areas will create ma
ior socio-economic  prob-
ems like urban poverty,
squatters and the unsyste-
meatic growth of the infor-
mal sectors like hawking;

@ the local governments
must provide adequate ur-
ban services and amenities
to meet the growing de-

mand. Master plans for so-
lid waste and sewage dis-
posal must be dravn up
now: and.

e ‘the problems of unem-
ployment, environmental
pollution and traffic con-
gestion will worsen espe-
cially in major towns like
thL Penang, Johore Baru.

aing Jaya, Klang and
Malacca.

Dr Muhammad said lo-
cal governments need to
have a comprehensive
economic ﬁrogramme to
overcome the likely prob-
lems of the 1990s.

He added that the local
councillors must therefore
equip themselves with the
necessary skills and know-
ledge in order to play an ef-

fective role in the planning
and development of theif
towns.

After the opening cere-
mony, Kelantan Deﬁuty
Mentri Besar Datuk Haji
Ahmad Rastom Haji Ah-
mad Maher presented Dr
Mahathir with a memoran-
dum on behalf of the con-
ference.

The memorandum which
focuses and examines the
role of local authorities,
urged the Government to
increase its financid assis-
tance to local authorities as
well as channel funds that
had been approved directly
to the local authority con-
cerned and not to” other
agencies.
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