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MUAR,  AUG 18: (BERNAMA) - -  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  QATUK  SERI  D R  M A H A T H I R

M O H A M A D  T O D A Y  U R G E D  MALAYS  T O  E N S U R E  T H A T  U M N O  M A I N T A I N  I T S  P O S I T I O N  ^
A S  T H E  B A C K B O N E  O F  T H E  B A R I S A N  N A S J O N A L  G O V E R N M E N T .

T H E  R O L E  A S  T H E  B A C K B O N E  O F  T H E  B N  W A S  V E R Y  V I T A L  F O R  U M N O  A S
P A R T  O F  E F F O R T S  T O  C O N T I N U E  P R O T E C T I N G  T H E  I N T E R E S T  O F  T H E  MALAYSc
W I T H I N  A N D  O U T S I D E  UMNOI  H E  S A I D .

D A T U K  S E R I  D R  MAHATHIRI  W H O  I S  U M N O  PRESIDENT3  S A I D  U M N O ’ S
S T R E N G T H  S H O U L D  B E  M A I N T A I N E D  B E C A U S E  W I T H O U T  A  B A C K B O N E ?  A
C O A L I T I O N  G O V E R N M E N T  W O U L D  N O T  S U C C E E D .

+ T H E  C O A L I T I O N  W I L L  N O T  S U C C E E D  I F  T H E R E  I S  N O  B A C K B O N E  O R  I F
T H E R E  I S  N O  P A R T Y  W H I C H  I S  S T R O N G  E N O U G H  T O  L E N D  S U P P O R T  T O  T H E
OTHERS?+  H E  S A I D  W H E N  O P E N I N G  T H E  P A G O H  U M N O  D I V I S I O N  D E L E G A T E S
M E E T I N G  H E R E .

I N  MALAYSIA9  T H E  C O A L I T I O N  G O V E R N M E N T  S I N C E  M E R D E K A  H A D  B E E N
S T R O N G  B E C A U S E  U M N O  W A S  T H E  B A C K B O N E  O F  T H E  G O V E R N M E N T 9  H E  S A I D .  - -
M O R E
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M A H A T H I R - G O V E R N M E N T  2  MUAR

b A T  T H E  S A M E  TIME9  H E  SAID3  U M N O  D I D  N O T  N E G L E C T  T H E  I N T E R E S T  O F
T H E  MALAYS.

T H E  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  S A I D  T H A T  I N  S O M E  COUNTRIES3  COAL;TION*
G O V E R N M E N T S  E N D E D  U P  I N  D I S A R R A Y  B E C A U S E  T H E R E  W A S  N O  P A R T Y  ‘ W I T H I N
I T  W H I C H  C O U L D  A C T  A S  T H E  B A C K B O N E .

C O N S I D E R I N G  THIS* H E  S A I D  T H E  MALAYS  S H O U L D  E N H A N C E  U N I T Y  A N D
N O T  S U P P O R T  E F F O R T S  T O  W E A K E N  T H E I R  P O W E R  I N  U M N O .

IF MALAY POWER WAS WEAKENED3 T H E  G O V E R N M E N T  W O U L D  A L S O  BE W E A K
A N D  T H I S  W O U L D  C R E A T E  P R O B L E M S  N O T  O N L Y  T O  T H E  MALAYS  B U T  A L S O  T O
THE NON MALAYS!  HE SAID.

+ M A L A Y S  W H O  D O  N O T  G I V E  P R I O R I T Y  T O  T H E  S T R E N G T H  O F  U M N O  A R E
T H O S E  W H O  A R E  A C T U A L L Y  T R Y I N G  T O  W E A K E N  T H E  RACE!+  H E  S A I D .  - -  M O R E
1842MST  18 08 89
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B A S E D  O N  T H I S  FACT9 DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR SAID UMNO WAS
P R E P A R E D  T O  A C C E P T  A L L  MALAYS  A S  M E M B E R S  T O  E N S U R E  T H A T  MALAYS
S U P P O R T E D  T H E  PARTY?  W H I C H  W A S  T H E  B I G G E S T  M A L A Y  P O L I T I C A L
O R G A N I S A T I O N  A N D  T H E  C A P A B I L I T Y  O F  W H I C H  C O U L D  N O T  B E  Q U E S T I O N E D
ANYMORE.

H E  S A I D  T H A T  I N  S O M E  AREASI  T H E  MALAYS  W E R E  D I V I D E D  I N T O
S U P P O R T I N G  U M N O  A N D  P A S  A N D  I F  U M N O  W A S  F U R T H E R  DIVIDED1  T H E R E  W O U L D
B E  N O  U M N O  U N I T Y .

T H I S  W O U L D  W E A K E N  T H E  MALAYS  THEMSELVESl  H E  A D D E D .
T H E  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  Q U E S T I O N E D  T H E  M O T I V E  B E H I N D  T H O S E  W A N T I N G  T O

S E T  U P  A  COALITiON  P A R T Y  W I T H  O T H E R S  I N  W H I C H  T H E  MALAYS  P L A Y E D  ONLYI.
A  S M A L L  R O L E .

W H A T  W A S  I M P O R T A N T  N O W  W A S  N O T  S E T T I N G  U P  A  G O V E R N M E N T  B U T
ENSURING THAT THE PRESENT GDVERNMENT  WAS STRONG WITH UMNO BEING THE
BACKBONE, HE SAID.

+ W E  A R E  N O T  D E N Y I N G  T H A T  T H E  U M N O  S P L I N T E R  G R O U P  M A Y  G E T  S O M E
S E A T S  (IN T H E  G E N E R A L  E L E C T I O N )  A N D  T H E Y  C A N  C O - O P E R A T E  W I T H  D A P  A N D
P A S  T O  H A V E  M O R E  T H A N  H A L F  T H E  N U M B E R  O F  S E A T S  A N D  F O R M  TbIE
G O V E R N M E N T  B U T  T H I S  G O V E R N M E N T  W I L L  N O T  B E  A B L E  T O  P R O T E C T  T H E
MALAYS,+  H E  S A I D .

JOHOR MENTERI BESAR TAN SRI HAJI MUHYIDDIN YASSINv  WHO IS ALSO
PAGOH UMNO DIVISION HEAD9  SAID UMNO MEMBERS SHOULD ALWAYS ADHERE
S T R I C T L Y  T O  T H E  P A R T Y ’ S  P R I N C I P L E S .

HE SAID UMNO MEMBERS SHOULD NOT CREATE FACTIONS WITHIN THE
P A R T Y . - -  E E R N A M A
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