Dr M on the need
for a strong Umno

By Nor Hawa Yunus

¢
MUAR, Fri. Datuk Seri
Dr Mahathir Mohamad,
urged the Malays to raly
together under one banner
Umno  so that the par-
ty maintains its position as
the backbone of the Bari-
san  Nasional.

He said this was vita for
Malay interest as it was
important for the contin-
ued existence of the codi-
tion.

“The codlition will not
succeed if there is no back-
hone or if there is no party
which is strong enough to
lend support to the others,”
he said when opening the
Pagoh Umno division dele-
gates conference a the De
wan Intan Jubilee.

Johore Mentri Besar Tan
Sri Hgji Muhyiddin Yassin,
who was returned unop-
posed as Pagoh division

charman, declared  Johore
Umno's undivided support
to the party leadership un-
ler  Dr  Mahathir.

The Prime Minister said
the role of the Malays in
the country would be re-
duced if the proposed coali-
tion of severa Maday Oppo-
sition parties formed the

next Government in coali-
tion with the other Opposi-
tion parties.

Such a codition of Maay
parties -= the proposed
Angkatan Perpaduan Um-
mah (APU) -would not be
able to protect the interests
of the Malays as it believed
it would only win 40 seats in
the next general election.
Some Semangat 46 leaders
had said that the party
could win about 40 seats in
the next election.

Dr Mahathir said the
group aspired to secure
just enough seats in the De-

wan Kakyat to form the
next Government by team-
ing with other Opposition
parties.

He said no other party
could play a smilar role
like Umno in safeguarding
the interests of the Malays,
without ignoring the rights
of the other communities.

The Prime Minister said
the country was peaceful
today because Umno was
strong and so became the
backbone of the Barisan
Nasional to protect the in-
terest of everyone in the
country.

“If Umno is only one of
the members of the Bari-
san Nasiond and not the
backbone, the codition will
not last or be able to rule
the country effectively. It
is imperative, therefore,

+% PLEASE TURN
TO P7 COIR

Representation of .
non-Malays assured

v FROM PAGE ONE

that Malays ensure that

Umno continues to remain
strong and stable.
“Umno is our machinery

towards a better life for the
community and the nation.
We must strengthen this
machinery.

“1f we have three ma-
chineries and three drivers
with very different views
(in reference to Umno, Pes

and the Semangat 46) the
community will be split
and weak.”

In Malacca, the Prime
Minister  assured non-Ma-
lays that their representa-
tion in Government would

not be affected even when
the Malays become the ma
jority in the wurban aress,
reports Ho Kay Tat.

“They will get the same
representation, but we will
organise it in a way which
will guarantee the position
of both the Malays and non-
Malays,” Dr Mahathir sad
a the opening of the Umno
Kota Melaka division
meeting.

He sid it was not the in-

tention of the Malavs in

Umno to build a strong and
united party in order to
take away the rights of
others.

“All we want is to be
equa in the economy, edu-
cation and other fields. We
want to have equal re-
spect.”

He said if Umno had been
a paty of extremists who
only caed for the Malays,
there would not be peace
and progress in the country
as happened in certain
countries  which gained in-
dependence at about the
same time.

“When the colonia power
left, these countries were
ruled by extremists who
chased out the migrant
people leading to chaos and
these countries remain
backward even now.”

Dr Mahathir said the
strength of Umno was ther-
efore the foundation of
peace and progress en-
joyed by the people.

However, he waned the
people not to teke for grant-
ed what they now had and
assumed that it existed na-
turally.

He said it was imvortant

that Umno =~ a party of
moderate Malays — re-
mained strong and was the
anchor of the Government.

The Prime Minister said
the Barisan Nasional
would break up if every
codition paty was equaly
strong, as everyone would
fight to take over the an-
chor role played by Umno.

“But because we now
have a strong Umno acting
as the backbone of the coa-
lition, the other parties will
raly around it and we can
then form a united and
strong Barisan  Nasiona,”
he said.

“When there is a strong
Umno, there will be a
strong Barisan Nasiona.”

He added that he was
happy the Kota Melaka
divison had decided on its
leadership  without a con-
test for all posts.

He said it was not unde-
mocratic just because
there was no contest for
posts.

Also present were LCatin
Seri Dr 8iti Hasmah Mo-
hamed Ali and Chief Minis-
ter Datuk Seri Rahim
Tambv Chik.



	Dr M on the need for a strong UMNO (NST 18/8/1989) 

