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MAHATHIR-DEHOCRACY%« £
BN
SUBANG JAYAy AUG 20 ,(BERNAMA) -- PRIME MINISTER DATUK SERI DR...

MAHATHIR MOHAMAD TODAY SAID THE EFFECTIVENESS OF A COUNTRY’S ’
ADMINISTRATIVE SYSTEM | S DETERMINED BY THE EFFICIENCY AND SINCERITY
OF THE PEOPLE WHO PRACTISED | T.

LIKEWSE | T |I'S THE MEMBERS OF A POLI TI CAL PARTY THAT DETERMINED
THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE PARTY'S STRUGGLE s HE SAID WHEN OPENING THE
PUCHONG UMNO DI VI SI ONAL DELEGATES MEETING HERE.

AN ADMINISTRATIVE SYSTEM WOULD NOT GUARANTEE PROSPERITY IF THE
SOCI ETY WH CH PRACTISED IT | GNORED THE | NTERESTS  wHicHcame W TH  THE
SYSTEMs HE SAI D.

THE PRIME M NI STER SAI D THE DEMOCRATIC SYSTEM PRACTISED BY THE
NATION AND UMNOjy FOR EXAMPLE, UPHOLD MAJORI TY' S CHO CE OF THE
LEADERSHI P.

+BUT AT TIMES THE MAJORITY | S INFLUENCED BY FACTORS WHICH
RESULTED | N uNsuitaBLE CHOI CE BECAUSE THE PARTY'S | DEALS, THE MALAY
STRUGGLE AND FUTURE OF THE MEMBERS FUTURE ARE IGNORED,+ HE SAIl D.

DATUK SERI DR MAHATHI R SAI D orfteN UNW SE CHO CE WAS MADE BECAUSE
THE PEOPLE OR PARTY MEMBERS WERE DUPED | NTO BELIE¥ING PROM SES AND

BRIBERY OF THOSE BENT ON GETTI NG PERSONAL GAINS AT THE EXPENSE OF
THEIR RACE.- MORE

1620MST 20 08 89

D631
U E371ENG
MAHATHIR-DEMOCRACY 2 SUBANG JAYA

THE PRIME M NI STER SAI D DURING GENERAL OR PARTY ELECTIONS:
CANDI DATES BENT ON W NNI NG ONLY HAVE TO MAKE PROMISES OR GIVE
HAND-OUTS TO VOTERS WHO MADE UNREASONABLE DEMANDS AND EVENTUALLY THE
ELECTED LEADER WAS BELOW EXPECTATION.

HE REMINDED PARTY MEMBERS TO PRACTISE DEMOCRACY SINCERELY SO
THAT THE LEADERS THAT THEY CHOSE WOULD BENEFIT THE PARTYs RACE AND
NATION.

DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR RECALLED THE 1987 UMNO ELECTION WHI CH HE
SAl D SHOWED HOW SOME MEMBERS ABUSED THE DEMOCRATIC CONCEPT.

HE SAl D ouT OF A TOTAL 1.4 M LLI ON ESTIMATED UMNO MEMBERS UP TO
THE T|I ME THE PARTY ELECTION WAS HELDy 1, 500 DELEGATES REPRESENTING
THE WHOLE PARTY MEMBERSHIP WERE CHOSEN TO CAST THEI R VOTES.

UPON BEI NG ELECTED HEAD OF THEIR RESPECTIVE DIVISIONSy THESE
PEOPLE WERE SUBJECT TO VARI OUS UNHEALTHY TACTI CS TO WIN VOTES OR
INFLUENCE.

+THE RESULT WAS AN UNHEALTHY ELECTI ON WHEN A SEGMENT OF THE

DELEGATES WERE TAKEN IN BY PROM SES AND BRIBERY+: HE SAID. -- MORE
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THE PRIME MINISTER SAID UNDER A DEMOCRATIC SYSTEMs CITIZENS OR
PARTY MEMBERS WERE DUTY BOUND TO PREVENT POSSIBLE SPLI T FOLLOWING
CONTESTS FOR POSTS.

UNFORTUNATELYs AFTER LAST YEAR'S UMNO ELECTIONsy THOSE WHO HAD
EARLIER CLAIMED AS BEIlI NG PRACTITIONERS OF DEMOCRACY DURING THE
CONTEST: HAD IGNORED GENUI NE DEMOCRATIC PRACTICE BY DISREGARDING THE
VO CE oF THE MAJORI TY AND TOOK UMNO TO COURTs HE SAI D.

HE TOLD UMNO MEMBERS THAT ATONE TIME | T WAS DI FFI CULT TO
PERSUADE MALAY LEADERS TO HEAD A POLITICAL PARTY OR MOVEMENT AS THEY
FELT THEY WERE NOT GOOD ENOUGH.

ON THE CONTRARYs NOW THOSE UNFIT TO LEAD BUT WI TH VESTED
INTERESTS WENT ALL OUT TO PROMOTE THEMSELVES HE SAID.

DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR ADVI SED UMNO MEMBERS TO AVOID UNNECCESARY

CONTEST FOR POSTS AND INSTEAD CONSOLIDATE PARTY RESILIENCE AND
STABILITY.--  MoRE
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THERE WAS NO PURPOSE | N HAVI NG CONTEST JUST TO CHANGE LEADERS
WHO ARE OF ALMOST SIMILAR QUALI FI CATI ONS BECAUSE TUSSLES COULD ONLY
LEAD TO SPLI TS AFTERWARDS9 HE SAl D.

THE PRIME M NI STER SAI D THE DISPLAY OF LOYALTY BY MALAYS TO
THOSE THEY BACKED DURI NG A CONTEST MADE | T DI FFI CULT TO CLOSE RANKS
AFTER AN ELECTION WAS HELD.

DATUK SERI DR MAHATHI R REITERATED THAT HE WAS NOT DENYING
DEMOCRATIC PRACTICE BY DI SCOURAGI NG CONTEST BUT UMNO MEMBERS MUST
WISELY APPLY THE FREEDOM TO CHOOSE.

THE PUCHONG DI VI S| ONAL CONFERENCE WAS ATTENDED BY DELEGATES FROM
30 BRANCHES HAVI NG ABOUT 41+000 MEMBERS,

ALSO PRESENT WERE DATUK SERI DATIN PADUKA DR SITI HASMAH ALI AND

SELANGOR MENTERI BESAR TAN SRI MUHAMMAD HAJI MUHAMMAD TAIB. --
BERNAMA

1708M8T 20 08 89



	Mahathir - Democracy  (Bernama 20/8/1989)

