
$r M ha!!?% of reality
%6  LEE described Malay-
sian Prime Minister Datuk
Seri  Dr Mahathir  Mob-
& a s  a  l e a d e r  w i t h  a
grasp of the realities of su-
perpower politics.

Mr Lee said he had read
a report in The Washington
Post  quot ing Dr Mahathir
as saying that it was pre-
m a t u r e  f o r  t h e  U n i t e d
States  to consider  with-
drawing from bases in the
Philippines.

Mahathir in The Washing-
ton Post. That is a leader,”
he said.

“ H e  u n d e r s t a n d s  t h e
ideal state: peace, freedom,
neutra l i ty .  Why f ight?
Let’s all live, let’s compete,
produce, sell to each other
. everybody does well.

“But  the real i ty  makes
him say ‘stay’.”

Mr Lee, who was refer-
ring to reactions to Singa-
pore’s offer to host some
US military facilities, said
he read these very careful-
ly -who said what, where
it was said, how it was said
- and then assessed and
learned something from it.

“The message was: Is it
t rue that  Singapore wil l
have thousands of US ser-
vicemen in Singapore from
Jan 1, 1990, and that a de-
f e n c e  p a c t  w a s  b e i n g
planned?

In that  report ,  Dr Ma-
hathir was also quoted as
saying that a reduction of
the US presence should
come gradually and in re-
sponse to specific Soviet
steps.

He added: “But not every-
body in Malaysia has got
t h e  c o u r a g e  o f  D r  Ma-
hathir .  You know, maybe
perhaps it is not just cour-
age, it is also the sense of
r e a l i t y  w h i c h  h e  h a s
shown.

“In issues such as this,
we take note of everything
that ’s  sa id  publ ic ly ,  but
more important ,  we make
s u r e  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  n o
misunderstanding between
Governments .”

“So I  responded.  And
when I  met him, I  de-
bunked that report.

“I  was impressed and
cheered when I read Dr

“Hence, we have been
having a barrage of advice
on what we should do.”

He said this issue was
discussed between him and
Dr Mahathir when they
met recently in Brunei.

Said Mr Lee:  “He had
earlier sent me a message,
to which I had responded.

“And he,  as  an exper-
i e n c e d  p o l i t i c a l  c a m -
paigner, understood easily
that the PAP Government
would lose votes massively
if there were thousands of
US servicemen in Singa-
pore, causing friction with
the local population. Singa-
pore is a small island.

“And he nodded his head
when I rebutted.” - ST
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