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Mahathir fell it would not.
Ht  hoped the latest political deve-

lopment would not lead to by-clec-
tio;is  in  the State.

that he was 11,”  i>.u~d&  step down.
“Therefor,: ‘-  3 ccommending  the

Government will not in-
terfere in the sacking of
Datuk Mark Koding as
Sabah Deputy  Chief
Minister and Minister
of Industrial Develop-
ment yesterday,-Datu&
&xi Dr Mahathjx  Moha- _
mad said today.

The Prime Minister said it
was a State matter and hc
w a s  w a i t i n g  f o r  a  r e p o r t
from Chief Minister Datuk
Scri Joseph Pairin Kitingan.

“For its so lung as it is within
the law and the rights of the  rul-
ing Parti  Bcrsatu  Sabah to act.
We cannot interfere,” he  said  in
r e s p o n s e  t o  q u e s t i o n s  f r o m
newsmen about the latest deve-
lopment in Sabnh after launch-
ing the 55th  anniversary celc-
brations  of the civil service  at
the National  Archives.

The  Pr ime Minist.er  said hc had
heard about the  differences hctwecn
Datuk Seri Pairin and Datuk  Koding
but hc did not rxpect them  lo result
in the  sacking.

He said Datuk Koding hdd to ld
him of the possibility of him (Datuk
Koding) being sacked from the State
Cabinet some time ago.

Asked whether the sacking would
lead to a political crisis in Sabah, Dr

D,:tuk  Seri Pairin said yesterday
he was forced to take “this painful
action in the light of clear evidence
that Datuk Koding and a few others
are cngagcd in poli t ical  act ivi t ies
which i..d;cate  that thry no longer
support I ‘I(> PBS”.

The I’!>‘;  supreme council which
met  last  night  suspended Datuk
Koding 1 party vice-president),
Federal Deputy Labour Minis ter
Kalakau Unto1 (supreme council
member) and eight others for being
“in the process of forming a new poli-

Cl  IT’S A CONSPIRACY,
SAYS MARK KODING: P3.__-~-_-~.~~

tical  p a r t y ” Angkatan Kemajuan
Rakyat Sabah (Akar,.

The others suspended are Senator
Pandikar Amin  Haji Mulia, political
secretaries George Mikil, David Ub-
ing Pengiran, Robert Meisin Senda-
lun,  B a l a n t i n g  Erom. J a c k s o n
Mintu,  Saibon Papalan and ordinary
member Tara Singh.

Datuk Koding (Ranau Assembly-
man) and Kalakau Unto1 (MP  for
Tuaran) had challenged the party to
expel them.

Under Article 18 of the State Con-
stitution, every  Assemblyman”shal1
vacate his seat if he resigns or is ex-
pelled from or for any reason what-
socver  ceases to be a member of the
political party for which he belonged
when he was elected or nominated to
the  Legislative  Assembly.”

In his two-page statement an-
nouncing the sacking of his deputy,
the Sabah Chief Minister said Datuk
Kodine  had indicated twice before

revocation oi i,,:,  appointment I feel
that I am a: !asr  accepting his offer
to step down,” he said.

At his Press conference after the
PBS supreme council meeting, Da-
tuk Seri Pairin said all the suspend-
ed leaders would be referred to the
party disciplinary committee and a
full investigation will be carried out
They would have to explain their in-
volvement in the new party.

“They will be given a fair hearing.
Whatever the action taken against
them, the suspended leaders may
appeal in accordance with the par-
ty’s constitution,” he said.

Datuk Seri Pairin said PBS would
inform Dr Mahathir of the party’s
sta.nd  on Encik Kalakau’s position as
Federal Deputy Labour  Minister.

The Chief Minister has assumed
the Industrial Development portfo-
lio following Datuk Koding’s dismis-
sal.

Meanwhile,  Senator Pandikar
Amin  announced today his resigna-
tion from the PBS, saying that the
charges and suspension imposed on
him “were a mere formality to oust
him from the party”.

In a statement issued in Kota Kin-
abalu, he said the suspension was ex-
pected and that the show-cause let-
ter to be sent to him by the party’s
disciplinary committee was a for-
mality under the party constitution.

“Even if I were to give a justifiable
explanation to the charges levelled
against me, I am of the opinion that
the  c o m m i t t e e  w o u l d  f i n d  m e
guilty,” he said.

S e n a t o r  P a n d i k a r  Amin s a i d
rather than give the committee “the
pleasure of sacking him undemocra-
tically”, he might as well resign on
his own accord.
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