Dr M: It's
proven
‘sell-off’
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FOUR ex-government entities — lang
Container Terminal. Malavsia Airlines,
Malagswm International Shipping Corp
and Syarikat Telekom Malaysia — are
?roofa”that the privatization pdlicy bene-
its

In his address to the 55th anniversar
of the Maaydan civil sarvices in Kuala
Lumpur yesterda y, Prime Minister&
tol S8t Dr Whdiathir Mohamad said
since their privatization, the four com-
panies have performed better to benefit
not only the Government but also
¥vorkers the public and the private sec-
or

Some of their achievements are:

B Higher wages for workers in the
four companies;-

= Befter services to the public:

®  Higher company profits, as reflect-
ed in taxes paid by the four to 'the Gov-

ernment; and

m  More income for the
Government, enablln? it to
ass it on in the form of

igher salaries to em-
ployees in the public sec-
tor.

Despite the benefits, the
positive |mﬁact of privati-
zation on the economy has
%et to be fuIIy understood

the people.

The Prime Minister said
public administrators, be-
Ing the Government's
main implementing ma
chinery, should therefore
step up efforts to ensure
that the dpollcy is fully un-

derstood and that its im-
plementation runs
smoothly

He said the shift
towards privatization is
not exclusve to Maaysia
Even the communist bloc
countries. led bv_the USSR
and its perestroika refor-
mative programme, rea-
lise that government mon-
opoly of major services
and economic activities
does not heln their wedth
digtribution  ‘efforts.

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
noted that public precep-
tion of Malaysia'lnc is
equally vague. Feedback
from the private sector
shows that cooperation be-
tween the private sector
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and the government agencies has
not reached the desired stage.

Earlier, Datuk Seri Dr Ma-
hathir said government efforts to
improve the country’s competi-
tive edge will not stcceed if pri-
vate sector management and
public sector administration are
not consstently effective.

The Government, he added, is
also not too worried about wage
levels continuing to increase in
both sectors, provided that they
are always accompanled by in-
‘creases in- productivity levels.

. Infact, he said, it isthe  Govern-

ment’s Wish to see workers earn-
ing more than they did before.
More income means more pur-
chasing power for the people and
subsequently more business.
More business, in turn, will boost
economic growth, he added.

Some 300 public administra-
tors, senior. government officias
and obsarve&, including Minister
in the Prime Minister’ s Depart-
ment Datuk Dr Y usof Ngor and
secretary-general to the Gov-
emment Tan S Sallehuddin - Mo-
ﬁlamed. attended the anniversary

0.



	Dr M: It's proven sell off benefits all (Bussiness Times 23/8/1989) 

