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KUALA LUMPUR, pr;: - touched on such subjects as reli- 
The old and the new in the 
family of Umno met today 

g~%;l;ii?$ economy and nation- 

as Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir 
The speech looked foward to,a 

~_iTelivered his brave new era, with the Prime 

message of unity. 
The Umno president, after 

welcoming Tunku Abdul Rah- 
man and Tun Hussein Onn as 
guests at the opening of the 
party’s general assembly at the 
Putra World Trade Centre. 
firmly set the tone of reconcilil 
ation and the healing of hurts. 

Minister referring to’the growing 
population and stressing the need 
for clear-sighted policies rather 
than popular ones. 

“The nrioritv for us is to re- 
unite the Malays in Umno,” de- 
clared Dr Mahathir amid an- 
plause from the 3,000 delegates 
and observers who packed the 
Dewan Merdeka. 

And. as the crowd claoned its 
approval, he patd homage to the 
Tunku as former Umno nresi- 
dent, first Prime Minister, E’ather 
of Independence, Papa MaZaysia, 
and an elder. 

He praised Tunku for his con- 
cern for Malay unity, and asked 
him to help in reconciliation 
moves. 

Dr Mahathir said he was sure 
that the Tunku would not take 
sides in mediating efforts, in ap- 
parent reference to moves for 
talks between him and Semangat 
4,6,fiz;t.er Tengku Razalergh 

Towards the end of the day’s 
session, word reached the assem- 
bly that Tengku Razaleigh was 
willing to hold talks with Dr Ma- 
hathir. Only the date and venue 
remained to be fixed. 

Dr Mahathir’s hour-long ad- 
dress, entitled Kewibawaan 
Umno (Urnno’s Effectiveness) 

“We are not communist, social- 
ist or capitalist. We take the good 
and discard the bad. We do not 
want to be limited by any ideolo- 
gy,” the Prime Minister said. 

He spoke on the need for Ma- 
lays to change their attitude if 
they wanted to succeed in busi- 
ness, and asked them not to ac- 
cept gratification for short-term 
profits. 

Dr Mahathir also touched on 
the Government’s adherence to 
Islamic norms while being mind- 
ful of the rights of non-Muslims. 

The subjects were varied, but 
the underlying theme was unity, 
and he kept returning to it in his 
speech. _ 

He explained why Umno had at 
first closed its doors to some peo- 
ple, and why it was now confi- 
dently inviting all Malays to join 
the party. _ 

Dr Mahathir said the party had 
not included some whom it was 
not sure were interested in re- 
storing Umno to its old position. 

“We are no longer worried 
about accepting everyone even 
though they ml’ght not have the 
spirit of Umno and of solidarity,” 
he said. 

Dr Mahathir ended his speech 
by a call to patriotism: “This is 
our flag this is our country, 
and we stand proud in the world 
community.” 
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