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Government won’t force non-Muslims

{y Rohiman Haroon

BUKIT MERTAJAM, Fri. — Datuk Seri
Dr Mahathir Mohamad today assured
nislims that fhie Government would
not misuse its powers to force them to
embrace Islam,

The Prime Minister said the Gov-
ernment had always believed in freedom
of religion and would not SUﬁpI’ESS the
non-Muslims and prevent them from
practising their own beliefs.

“It is the right of citizens to choose
their religion. Neither the Government
nor Umno has any intention of depriving
non-Muslims of their rights particularly
in matters of religion,” he told a gather-
ing at the Permatang Pauh Umno divi-
sion building in Sungai Semambu,
Permatang Pauh,

Dr Mahathir said the Government’ and
Umno were also aware of the limits and
sensitivities Eertaininé; to religion.

However, he was disappointed that of

late, certain quarters have doubted and

uestioned the Government’ s honesty on
the position of non-Muslims and their re-
ligious beliefs.

It was unfair of these people to mali-
ciously accuse the Government and
Umno of attempting to suppress and con-
vert the non-Muslims by force.

The Government’s track record was
ample proof that it had never suppressed
the non-Muslims from practising their

to embrace Islam, says PM

religious beliefs, he said, adding it
5 Iegthe

“would never do so aslong asit ru
country.”

He said there would be chaos if the op-
position especially Pas took over the ad-
ministration of the country.

Dr Mahathir said certain countries
stopped their people from carrying out
religious rites or build temples and mos-
ques.

“In Britain, for instance, it is difficult

to find Hindu or Chinese temples as the
authorities do not encourage the con-
struction of such buildings.

“Worse still, mosc?ues in certain parts
of the Soviet Union like Azerbaijan have
been turned into museums. The Muslims
have been deprived of their basic rights
to believe in the religion.”

On the contrary, Dr Mahathir said Ma-

laysians were fortunate that they could
build mosgues and temples without any

hindrance by the authorities.

The Prime Minister said the Gov-
ernment had always adopted a moderate
stand when it concerned religious beliefs
of the people.

“We must be tolerant, fair and respect
each other’s religious beliefs,” he said,
adding that if people of different reli-
gious faiths “do not deviate from this mu-
tual understanding, we can rest assured
that peace and harmony will prevail.”
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