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C A T E G O R Y  B E I N G  G I V E N  S P E C I A L  G O V E R N M E N T  A S S I S T A N C E  A R E  T H O S E  W I T H
M O N T L Y  P E R  C A P I T A  I N C O M E  O F  $ 3 5  O R  L E S S  T H A N  9173  P E R  FAMILY?  P R I M E
MINISTER DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR MOHAMAD SAID TODAY.

I THIS GROUP SHOULD BE GIVEN GOVERNMENT ASSISTANCE BECAUSE THEY
W E - R E  T O T A L L Y  I N C A P B L E  O F  E A R N I N G  A N  I N C O M E  O N  T H E I R  OWNI  H E  S A I D  I N
R E P L Y  T O  A  S U P P L E M E N T A R Y  Q U E S T I O N  F R O M  E N C I K  L E E  L A M  T H Y E  (DAP-BUKIT
BINTANG)  I N  T H E  DEWAN R A K Y A T  H E R E .

DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR SAID THAT FAMILIES WITH INCOME OF LESS
T H A N  $ 3 0 0  C O U L D  N O T  B E  C A T E G O R I S E D  A S  +VERY  P O O R +  B E C A U S E  T H E Y  W E R E
O T H E R  P O O R E R  P E O P L E .

+EVEN  A PERSON WITH AN INCOME OF $11000 PER MONTH SOMETIMES
A D M I T S  T O  B E I N G  POORq+  H E  S A I D .

H E  A L S O  S A I D  T H A T  T H E  G O V E R N M E N T  W A S  N O T  B I A S  T O W A R D S  A  C E R T A I N
R A C E  I N  T H E  G R A N T I N G  O F  T H E  A L L O C A T I O N  F O R  T H E  +VERY  P O O R +  TOTALLING
$391  MILLION.
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TO AN ORIGINAL QUESTION FROM DATUK HAJI MOHAMED ABU BAKAR RAUTIN
I B R A H I M  (BN-KUALA  KEDAH)r THE PRIME MINISTER SAID THAT THE RATE OF
P O V E R T Y  I N  P E N I N S U L A R  M A L A Y S I A  H A D  B E E N  R E D U C E D  FqOM  4 9 . 3  P E R C E N T  I N
1 9 7 0  T O  1 7 . 3  P E R C E N T  I N  1 9 8 7 . 8

H E  S A I D  T H A T  T H E  R A T E  O F  P O V E R T Y  I N  S A B A H  H A D  B E E N  R E D U C E D  F R O M
5 8 . 3  P E R C E N T  IN 1 9 7 6  T O  3 5 . 3  P E R C E N T  I N  1 9 8 7  A N D  F O R  SARAWAK7  T H E
R A T E  H A D  A L S O  B E E N  R E D U C E D  F R O M  5 6 . 5  P E R C E N T  I N  1 9 7 6  T O  2 4 . 7  P E R C E N T
IN 1987.

T O  E N S U R E  T H A T  S U C H  A S S I S T A N C E  R E A L L Y  R E A C H E D  T H E  T A R G E ’ T  GROUP9
A  L I S T  O F  T H E  F A M I L I E S  I N  T H E  +VERY  P O O R +  C A T E G O R Y  S H O U L D  B E  D R A W N
U P  I N  E A C H  D I S T R I C T  A N D  O N L Y  T H O S E  W H O  QUALISFIED  A C C O R D I N G  T O  T H E
S E T  C R I T E R I A  W O U L D  B E  G I V E N  T H E  A S S I S T A N C E ,  H E  A D D E D .

L

T H E  P O V E R T Y  E R A D I C A T I O N  P R O G R A M M E  L A U N C H E D  T H I S  Y E A R  I S  A I M E D  A T
R E D U C I N G  T H E  R A T E  O F  P O V E R T Y  T O  A T  L E A S T  1 7  P E R C E N T  N E X T  Y E A R .

H E  S A I D  T H A T  A M O N G  T H E  S T E P S  T A K E N  B Y  T H E  G O V E R N M E N T  T O
E R A D I C A T E  P O V E R T Y  W A S  T O  D E V E L O P  N E W  L A N D  SCHEMES9  R E G I O N S  A N D
R E S E T T L E M E N T  PROJECTS*  C A R R Y  O U T  R E H A B I L I T A T I O N  O F  L A N D  A N D
R E P L A N T I N G ,  I M P L E M E N T  I N T E G R A T E D  D E V E L O P M E N T  P R O G R A M M E S  F O R
AGRICULTURE1  A N I M A L  H U S B A N D R Y  A N D  FISHERY!  A N D  P R O V I D E  S O C I A L
S E R V I C E S  A N D  B A S I C  A M E N I T I E S .  - -  B E R N A M A
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