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By M. Veera
Pandiyan
MALACCA, Mon. - Da-
tuk Seci  Dr Mahathir MO:
hamad s a i d  t o d a y  t h e
Barisan Nasional accepts
the decision of the urban

6
eople not to support the
overnment during gen-

eral elections.
H o w e v e r ,  the  P r i m e

fnhtistF4r  said d e s p i t e
antl-establlsh-

ment” stand, the Govern-
ment would never pena-
lise them but continue to
d e v e l o p  a n d b e a u t i f y
towns and cities.

“It is their democratic
right. It is not that we do
not need their support. Of
course we need it.

“But if they choose to
reject us, there is httle  we
can do except say, okay,
so be it,” he told reporters
after having lunch with
state Barisan leaders at
Chief Minister Datuk  Seri
Abdul  Kahim  Tambv

Chik’s residence here.
He said that throughout

the Barisan’s history, the
coalition had never drawn
support from the urban
areas, except in one or
two towns.

“It appears that despite
whatever we do for the
towns we will lose seats
which we contest .  We
have accepted this.

“What can we do if they
have this stand that they
must  be ant i-establ ish-
ment? We cannot punish
them for it. It is not some-
thing that can be forced,”
he said.

Earlier, a d d r e s s i n g
about 5,000 people at the
Batu Berendam airport .
Dr  Mahathir said Barisan
part ies  with large mem-
bership in town areas
need not try too hard to
woo the urban people be-
cause they would not sup-
port the party no mattet
what rhe i;ovrrnmrnt  did

woo?PM,
Dr Mahathir also ur

Barisan parties to reso  ve9
ed

problems through discus-
sions, unemotionally and
rationally.

“All  problems can be
resolved if we sincerely
want them to be settled,”
he said.

H e  s a i d  t h e  p e o p l e
should be thankful that
Malaysia had always been
a peaceful and progres-
sive country despite the
potential danger of racial
problems.

H e  s a i d  t h e r e  w e r e
many races in the‘coun-
try, with differences in
customs, cultures and re-
l igions,  factors which
were often causes of en-
mity among races.

Dr Mahathir said that m
“It  would be point less several multi-racial coun-

for us to trv  to eain the tries, the people had not
support of the u&all  pea- had peace- for year9  bc-
ole if it would onlv  create cause of racial strife.
Conditions  which could He said Malaysia was
destabilise  the  countq  ,” fortunate not to have such
hr  :irirld problems. “Sometimes we

take these for granted and
forget that we are blessed
with political stability,”
he added.

He said that  with the
CPM’s agreement to lay
down their arms, curfew
in some areas were also
lifted and the people were
free to go where they
wanted to without fear.

Dr Mahathir said 1989
had been an eventful and
significant year for the
country.

He s&d besides achiev-
ing success in snorts
events,  Malaysia played a
crucial role in interna-
t ional  pol i t ics  through
host ing CHOGM and by
its place in the United Na-
tions Security Council

“The economy has im-
proved and many of the
u n e m p l o y e d  a r e  n o w
working.  Prosperity  i s
more evident  as  people
are buying more cars. cs-

ec~ally  the l’rotgbn  Saga,”
1, sad.
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