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-next to,
old ones;
says PM

MAI,AC’(‘A. M o n .  ~~
Prime Mlnlater  Iuuk
Scr-LYr-&XZEEE~-
~.today urged  state
g:ovcl  nn1cnts  :o t.‘l’~:lt~
modern  toivnshlps  next  to
old  towns a:,  a means oi
lowerIng  l a n d  costs  f o r
development.

The  new  t o w n s  c o u l d
bear the namc.s  of the old
t o w n s  a n d  be admlriis-
tered by the same  munlcl-
pat councils. he said at the
foundation stone  laying
ceremony for !he  Malacca
Municipal Council’s new
headquarters complex at
Jiukit  Beruang  here.

Dr  Mahathir  said the
new towns would also
ease congestlon  in the ur-
ban areas.

“The old towns can he
his tor ical ly  important
while the new townships
should be planned to he-
come  b u s i n e s s  centrcs
and grow in  an orderly
manner

“‘I‘hls  is what the Gov-
ernment hopes to see  I*?
all towns.” he added

I)r Mahathtr  s a i d  the
(Government  dud  not wish
to p r e v e n t  tt1c orl-going

dr1ff  to the  urtxrn  areas h>
r u r a l  pct~plc iis  II was  a
n a t u r a l p h c’  n on1  cnon
wtllctl  need  not IIcccsssr-

IIV  m e a n  a  reductmn  i n
agricultural activities.

He said that  with so-
p h i s t i c a t e d  machinery
a n d  b e t t e r  methods  o f
farming.  productivi ty in
the farms could he raised.

He said that according
to present  t rends,  about
90 per cent of the coun-
try’s population could he
livmg  in urban areas by
the year 2000.
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