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W H O  H E L D  T A L K S  W I T H  S E M A N G A T  4 6  P R E S I D E N T  T E N G K U  R A Z A L E I G H  H A M Z A H
T O D A Y  S A I D  T H E  P R O B L E M  O F  M A L A Y  U N I T Y  C A N  B E  R E S O L V E D  P R I O R  T O  O R
AFTER THE GENERAL ELECTION.

H E  S A I D  S U C H  A  P R O B L E M  E X I S T E D  D U R I N G  T H E  T I M E  O F  U M N O  F O U N D E R
D A T U K  O N N  J A A F A R  W H E N  H E  P R O P O S E D  T H A T  T H E  P A R T Y  B E  O P E N E D  T O  T H E
O T H E R  R A C E S .

T H E  P R O P O S A L  D I D  N O T  R E C E I V E  S U P P O R T  A N D  T H E  P R O B L E M  O F  M A L A Y
U N I T Y  E N D E D  I N  T H E  G E N E R A L  E L E C T I O N  W H E N  P A R T 1  N E G A R A  L E D  B Y  D A T U K
ONNg  W H O  L E F T  UMNO,  F A I L E D  T O  G E T  T H E  B A C K I N G  O F  T H E  P E O P L E ,

T H E  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  D E C L I N E D  T O  S A Y  W H E T H E R  A  SIMILAR S I T U A T I O N
WOULD ARISE BUT SAID THAT THE EXISTING PROBLEM OF MALAY UNITY MIGHT
BE SETTLED BY THE NEXT GENERAL ELECTION.

D A T U K  S E R I  D R  M A H A T H I R  S A I D  I N  POLITICSI S U C H  A  S C E N A R I O  W A S
N O R M A L  A N D  O N E  S H O U L D  E X P E C T  S U C H  T H I N G S  A N D  B E  P R E P A R E D  T O  F A C E
T H E M .

HE WAS SPEAKING TO REPORTERS AFTER THE 45-MINUTE  TALKS WITH
TENGKU RAZALEIGH AT THE PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE AT PARLIAMENT HOUSE,
- -  tlORE
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D A T U K  S E R I  D R  M A H A T H I R  D E S C R I B E D  T H E  M E E T I N G  AS,USEFUL  IN
E F F O R T S  T O  E X P A N D  M A L A Y  U N I T Y .

HE SAID T H E R E  W A S  A L R E A D Y  M A L A Y  U N I T Y  I N  T H E  COUNTRYI  W I T H
M A J O R I T Y  O F  T H E  MALAYS  U N D E R  U M N O  B U T  + W E  W A N T  T O  E X P A N D  I T  T O
O T H E R S  A S  W E L L . +

THE PRIME MINISTER SAID THE MEETING WAS USEFUL ALSO BECAUSE HE
C O U L D  D I R E C T L Y  flEET  T E N G K U  R A Z A L E I G H  A N D  G E T  T O  K N O W  H I S  S T A N D  O N
M A L A Y  U N I T Y .

HE SAID PRIOR TO THE MEETING, BOTH OF THEM KNEW EACH OTHER’S
S T A N D  T H R O U G H  T H E  P R E S S .

THE/PRIME  M I N I S T E R  S A I D  H E  W A S  P R E P A R E D  T O  H O L D  A N O T H E R  MEETING
I F  I T  W A S  P R O P O S E D  B Y  T E N G K U  R A Z A L E I G H .  - -  M O R E
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HE SAID HE TOLD TENGKU RAZALEIGH THAT UMNO WAS OPENED TO ALL -
MALAYS  A N D  A N Y O N E  C O U L D  J O I N  S O  L O N G  A S  T H E Y  A D H E R E D  T O  T H E  P A R T Y ’ S
CONSTITUTION AND PROCEDURES.

+THEY  CAN JOIN UMNO AND CAN SEEK POSITIONS IN THE PARTY THROUGH
THE PROCESS OF ELECTIONI+  HE SAID.

HOWEVER9  IF TENGKU RAZALEIGH AND HIS FOLLOWERS JOINED UMNOI  THEY
COULD NOT IMMEDIATELY BE GIVEN POSTS BECAUSE THEY HAD BEEN FILLED BY
O T H E R S .

+ W E  C A N N O T  A S K  A L L  T H E  T H R E E  V I C E - P R E S I D E N T S  T O  R E S I G N  S O  T H A T
THEIR POSTS CAN BE GIVEN TO THEM. BUT 1 AM CONFIDENT THAT IF A
P E R S O N  I S  POPULARI  H E  C O U L D  W I N  I N  T H E  ELECTIONI+  H E  S A I D .

D A T U K  S E R I  D R  M A H A T H I R  S A I D  T H E  P R E S E N T  U M N O  W A S  S I M I L A R  T O  T H A T
B E F O R E  I T  W A S  D E C L A R E D  U N L A W F U L  B Y  T H E  C O U R T  I N  T E R M S  O F  MEMBERSHIP9
S P I R I T  A N D  S T R U G G L E .

H E  S A I D  T H E R E  W E R E  D I F F E R E N C E S  I N  V I E W S  B E T W E E N  H I M  A N D  T E N G K U
RAZALEIGH ON THE ROLE OF PARLIAMENT IN CHANGING THE DECISION OF THE
C O U R T ,  T O  R E V I V E  U M N O  W H I C H  W A S  D E C L A R E D  U N L A W F U L .  - -  M O R E
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A C C O R D I N G  T O  D A T U K  SERI  D R  MAHATHIRl  T E N G K U  R A Z A L E I G H  S A I D
P A R L I A M E N T  C O U L D  U S E  I T S  P O W E R S  T O  R E V I V E  T H E  O L D  U M N O  A N D  R E V E R S E
THE COURT DECISION MAKING THE PARTY UNLAWFUL LAST YEAR.

+ I  F E E L  P A R L I A M E N T  IS N O T  E N T I T L E D  T O  O V E R U L E  A  C O U R T  DECISION
A N D  W E  S H O U L D  A D H E R E  T O  T H E  D E C I S I O N  W H I C H  H A S  B E E N  MADEI+  HE SAID.

THE PRIflE MINISTER SAID A LAW COULD BE AMENDED BEFORE THE COURT
MADE A DECISION PERTAINING TO IT AND THAT WHEN A COURT HAD ALREADY
M A D E  A  DECISIONI  + W E  C A N N O T  D O  T H E  R E V E R S E . +

D A T U K  SERI D R  M A H A T H I R  F E L T  I F  P A R L I A M E N T  C O U L D  C H A N G E  A  C O U R T
DECISION9 IT WOULD BE THE LAST COURT OF APPEAL AND IN THIS CASE1  IT
INVOLVED A PARTY IN THE GOVERNMENT.

+IF THE GOVERNMENT USES ITS MAJORITY TO FAVOUR  ITSELF, THEN I
THINK WE ARE NOT ACTING WITH FAIRNESS AND WHAT WILL -HAPPEN IF THE
DECISION OF THE COURT FAVOURS THE OPPOSITION PARTY AND WE CAN GO TO
P A R L I A M E N T  T O  C H A N G E  T H E  DECISIONy+ H E  A S K E D .  - -  M O R E
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+THIS I S  N O T  F A I R  A N D  W E  W I L L  B E  B I A S E D  A G A I N S T  T H E  OPPOSITION
A N D  T H E R E F O R E 9  W E  C A N N O T  U S E  P A R L I A M E N T  F O R  T H E  PURPOSEI+  H E  S A I D .

DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR REFERRED TO THE CASE INVOLVING PETRONAS
WHEN IT TOOK A CONTROLLING STAKE IN BANK BUMIPUTRA MALAYSIA BERHAD
CBBMB)  W H I C H  F A C E D  P R O B L E M S  N O T  L O N G  A G O .  IT W A S  L A T E R  D I S C O V E R E D
T H A T  T H E  A R T I C L E  P E R T A I N I N G  T O  T H E  E S T A B L I S H M E N T  O F  P E T R O N A S  D I D  N O T
ALLOW IT TO BE INVOLVED IN ACTIVITIES OTHER THAN IN THE PETROLEUM
I N D U S T R Y .

+WE  M A D E  A  P R O V I S I O N  F O R  THIS P U R P O S E  B E F O R E  T H E  C O U R T  M A D E  A
D E C I S I O N  A N D  I F  T H E  C O U R T  H A D  A L R E A D Y  M A D E  T H E  DECISIONI  W E  H A V E  N O
P O W E R  T O  C H A N G E  ITr+  H E  S A I D .

HE ALSO SAID THAT MATTERS DISCUSSED WITH TENGKU RAZALEIGH WOULD
B E  B R O U G H T  U P  A T  T H E  N E X T  U M N O  S U P R E M E  C O U N C I L  M E E T I N G .  - -  BERNAMA
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