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By Wong Chun Wai
KUALA LUMPUR, Tues.
- Datuk !!&i-Rr-M,a-
.hathir_ B&&a-mad and
Tengku Razaleigh Ham-
zah met for about 45
minutes today to discuss
Malay unity.

The Prime Minister and
Umno president told newsmen
later that the meeting had been
useful, while the Semangat 46
leader described it as positive.

Asked whether the problem be-
tween the two parties could be
resolved before the general elec-
tion, Dr  Mahathir said: “It could
be. If not, it will be resolved dur-
ing the general election.

‘Such a scenario is normal in
politics, and you must learn to ex-
pect it.”

He said Tengku Razaleigh in-
sisted that Malay unity should be
achieved by reviving the old
Umno.

“He said this could be done
through parliament by over-rid-
ing the decision of the court. I
explained to him that parliament
has no such right,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said it would not
be fair for the Government to use
its majority in parliament to re-
verse court decisions.

“We are governed by the Con-
stitution. Although we may make
amendments, there are certain
entrenched clauses we cannot
touch,” he said.

He said Tengku Razaleigh had
told him that he had no mandate
to joln  the present Umno, but
would convey his views to his
party.

He said the present Unmo  was
similar to the party which was
declared unlawful (in February
last year:. “The spirit  and strug-
gle of the party as well as the
majority of the members are the
same.”

Dr  Mahathir said Uc:no  was
open  to all Malays,  and positions

Mahathir: It was useful
Razaleigh suggests
a second meeting

could be attained through party
elections.

Asked whether he had offered
Umno posts to Semangat leaders,
he said ail had been taken up and
he could not ask any of the three
vice-presidents to step down.

“However, if a person is popu-
lar, he will win in an election (of
the arty) ” he added.

Tl?e tall& held in the Prime
Minister’s Affice  in Parliament
House, startt&d  at  3.30pm as
scheduled.

Tengku Razaleigh arrived right
on time with Scmangat  secre-
tary-general Datuk Suhaimi Ka-
maruddin.

Umno secretary-general Datuk
Mohamed Rahmat was also pre-
sent to record the meeting.

The talks began after the two

obliged a large group of local and
foreign newsmen hy shaking
hands three times for photogra-
phers .

Asked whether be was disap-
pointed with  the outcome, Dr  Ma-
hathir replied: “1 must say I
didn’t expect very much to hap-
pen at this  meeting other than to
fmd out what his stand is.”

In the past, he said, the two
only knew about each other’s
stand and views through the

-newspapers.
On whether there would be a

second round of talks. he replied:
“If there is a need, then we wtll
meet. I am prepared IO meet any-
b o d y . ”

Asked if this included PAS, he
said he was prepared to meet rep-
resentatlves  ot that Darts  as well

He and Tengku Razaleigh will

5
o back to their party leaders. “If

t e supreme council wants me to
meet him again, I will meet him
again.”

Dr Mahathir said he and
Tengku Razaleigh differed over
how Malay unity could be
achieved.

“There is no agreement on the
way we can achieve Malay unity.
Tengku Razaleigh agreed with
me that there had never been Ma-
lay unity.

“Even when we were against
the Malayan  Union, we found that
the Malay Nationalist Party (Par-
ti Negara) disagreed with the
rest of the Malays,”  he said.

He said absolute Malay unity
could not be achieved, and what
he hoped to see was the majority
of the race working together.

Dr Mahathir said he believed
there should be constructive op-
position, “otherwise the Govern-
ment may become arrogant.”

Tengku Razaleigh, who spoke
briefly to reporters, said the two
discussed the obstacles to Malay
unity.

He said they talked about the
possibility of having unity in a
wider context “since PAS is out-
side.”

He reiterated that he would not
leave Angkatac Perpaduan Um-
mah because “this also involves
the question of Malay unity.”

Tengku Razaleigh also said the
need for unity  was not confined
to one race and was impo-tiant  for
all Malaysians.

“We discussed many issues in
general I presented my case
and he presented his we even
discussed the CPM (Communist
Party of Malaya) peace accords,“
he added.

IIe said he suggested a second
meeting with Dr Mahathir he-
cause “we are still in negotia-
tions.”

Pressed for details of the talks,
including whether an proposals
and offers were maxe, he said:
“You  inewsmen)  should have
been rhere.”
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