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leaders have to go through
the normal election pro-
cess. If they are popular I
am sure they will be elect-
ed.”

preme council and his fol-
lowers.

This was the first time
t h a t  D r  M a h a t h i r  a n d
Tengku Razaleigh had met
since they attended a wed-
ding earlier this year.

and effective Opposition
was needed.

KUALA  LUMPUR.  Tues .
--” I&tuk  Seri Dr Mahat@&
Mohai%$%it%d?%man-
&IE .46  members  to  join
Umno and rejected the re-
vival of the deregistered
Umno as an approach to
Malay unity as proposed by
Tengku Razaleigh Hamzah
in their meeting today.

Dr Mahathir,  however,
s a i d  a l t h o u g h  U m n o ’ s
doors were open to Seman-
g a t  46 m e m b e r s ,  t h e y
would not be given posi-
tions as demanded.

“Those who want to be

Speaking at a Press con-
f e r e n c e  a t  P a r l i a m e n t
House after the 45-minute
inaugural  Malay unity
ta lks  wi th  Tengku Raza-
leigh, he said the Semangat
46 leader was not able to de-
cide on his invitation for
party members to join
Umno as  Tengku Raza-
leigh did not have the man-
date.

Dr Mahathir  said one
could interpret  that  the
m e e t i n g  h a d  f a i l e d  t o
a c h i e v e  i t s  p u r p o s e  o f
laying down the ground-
work for Malay unity be-
tween Umno and i ts  ex-
members in Semangat 46.

“It may seem so but I still
find the meeting useful,” he
said, explaining that both
leaders were able to have a
frank and direct exchange
on the problem of Malay
unity.

Speaking to  newsmkn,
T e n g k u  R a z a l e i g h
scribed the talks as B

e-
g ,od.

allowing the two leaders to
put across their views on
how to achieve Malay un-
ity.

Also present at the meet-
ing were Umno secretary-
general Datuk Mohamed
Rahmat and his Semangat
46 counterpart  Datuk Su-
haimi Kamaruddin.

“It is the first time we
have met to discuss the
p r o b l e m .  H e  ( D r  Ma-
hathir)  has discussed his
case and we put forward
ours. It was a good meet-
ing,” he says.

While there was disa-
greement on the approach
to Malay uni ty ,  the  two
leaders agreed there was
no absolute Malay solidar-
ity and that a constructive

“We not only discussed
the possibility of bringing

However, Tengku Raza-
leigh had agreed to convey
this invitation to his su-

Dr Mahathir said he was
willing to meet Tengku Ra-
zaleigh again if necessary.
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v i v e  t h e  d e r e g i s t e r e d-
e x - U m n o  m e m b e r s  to-
gethkr  but  also talked
about Malay unity in the
wider context as Pas and
other Malay parties are on
the outside.”

Tengku Razaleigh said
he would convey Dr Ma-
hathir’s views to his su-
preme council before meet-
ing again with the Prime
Minis ter  to  d iscuss  thei r
reaction.

Elaborat ing on Tengku
Razaleigh’s approach to
Malay unity, Dr Mahathir
s a i d  t h e  S e m a n g a t  4 6
leader believed this could
be achieved if the Gov-
ernment used its majority

Umno.
However,  Dr Mahathir

disagreed as this  would
make Parliament the last
court of appeal and it in-
volved the party (Urnno).
which is part of the Gov-
ernment.

“If the Government uses
its majority in Parliament
to favour itself, then we are
not acting with fairness.”

The Prime Minister said
the danger of making this
unprecedented move was
that the Government would
be tempted to use Parlia-
ment to reverse the de-
cision by the courts favour-

ing the Opposition.
“The  Oppos i t ion  par ty

will be deprived of the de-
cision of the court’s be-
cause of our bias. Whether
we are biased towards or
against our Opposition, we
cannot use Parl iament in
that way,” he said, adding
“Parliament cannot upsurp
the powers of the courts.”

He said the law could be
amended but this must be
before a judgment is made
by the court, citing as ex-
ample the amendment to
the Articles of Association
of Petronas allowing the
corporation to take over
Bank Bumiputra Malaysia
Berhad.

On Tengku Razale igh’s
claims during the meeting
that there was an old and a
new Umno,  Dr Mahathir
said he disagreed.

“What I am saying is that
there is  only one Umno.
There was a certain period
when the law said there
was none (referring to the
High Court  decis ion las t
year to declaw Umno un-
lawful!.

“But in terms of member-
ship, spirit and struggle, it
was there all the time. It
was only a matter of legal
requirement that we regis-
ter the new Umno.

“But whether we register
o:  not, the people in Umno

now are the same people in
the deregistered party.  Oi
course, some may not be
with us now but even in the
deregisted Umno, there
were some who left.”

D r  M a h a t h i r  s a i d  h e
stressed that there was
never such a thing as abso-
lute Malay unity and that
Tengku Razaleigh agreed
with him.

“However, there is ma-
jority Malay unity and this
is found in Umno which has
the support of a majority of
the Malaya

“So what we want now is
to expand Malay unity
within Umno,” hc added.
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