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KUALA LITMPUR, u’ed. - 
The Societies Act is being 
amended to ht,op t.hc& large 
number oi politicians who are 
iurning Lo wurt to solve party 

problems thus negating the 
rights of the r9lajority of party 

mvmherri, Frirnc Minister Da- 
trak Scri Dr Mahnthir Moha- 
wad said. 

FIc said in recent times many 
menibcrs of political parties were 
resort Eng to obti1ining‘ court injunc- 
tiol,s to restrict other quarters or 
“oing to COLirt to resolve party issues 
Lhhus dizrcgnrding the mechanism 
for solving probicms within thr par- 
ty. 

“Ii democracy is defined iis the vcice of 
the majority, it would therefore not be 
democratic or just if one person is able to 
negate the rights of a million members,” 
he told the Dewan Rakyat when he intro- 
duced for second reading a Bill to amend 
!he Societies Act 1966. 

“Under the prc.sent lcgisiation, not only 
this can be done but it can be done by 
;in;‘:,nc. Technicalities such as a non- 
mcmi~r attending a branch election can 
result in a party with a miliion members 
being declared not legal. 

“It is very clear that there arc many 
benefits for those want to stop the smooth _ 
running of a political party.” 

The Bill was passed after a two-hour 
dcbatc with 72 MPs voting for it and 21 
against. 

Ir contains, among other things: 
@ a new Section 18B which provides 

!hat :tliy election in a political party shall 
not tic’ invalid by reason of non-com- 
pliance with any provision in the party’s 
constitution, rules or regulations, or the 
partlc,ipation in such election by a quali- 
fied person if the result of the election 
would have remained the same had the 
said provision been complied with or had 
that person not participated in the elec- 
ii:,::, Lmd, 

@ a new section 18C which provides 
that any decision of a political party on 
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the interpretation of its constitution, 
rules or regulations or relating to the af- 
fairs of the party shall be final and con- 
clusive. 

10 DC protecrea. 
He said political parties were different 

It prohibits any court proceedings in 
respect of the decision and excludes the 
court’s jurisdiction to determine any 
suit, application, question or proceedings 
regarding the validity of such decision. 

Dr Mahathir said although legislation 
was drafted for the good of all, unfortun- 
ately there were some who found loo- 
pholes to act against the rationale and 
objectives of the law. 

He said such actions had resulted in 
the objectives of the law not being 
achieved and instead injustice had been 
meted to quarters which were supposed . . 

from other organisations as they were 
not established for the benefit of mem- 
bers alone as a political party’s objective 
is to ensure that its belief and ideologies 
influenced the Government of the 
country. 

He said political parties had their own 
constitutions and by-laws which guide 
the struggles and administration of the 
party and added that a member of the 
party must accept these regulations. 

“A member cannot force a party to 
amend its laws so that he can join it. 
Amendments to the constitution and by- 
1a:vs ~uld bc carried out with the con- 
sensus of the members. 

“If members do not accept the regula- 
tions or decisions, the disappointed ones 
can leave the party and do whatever they 
want outside the party. It is of course, not 
democratic and not for any member or 
minority group to force the party 
through another process to accept their 
views. 

“If any action is supported by a major- 
?ty of party members, it will be impossi- 
ble for the minority or an individual to 
obstruct the desires of the majority. 

“Even if this individual holds a high 
position or this minority group is part of 
the party administration they cannot 
possibly put down the desires of the ma- 
jority forever. If they try, the majority of 
members will expel them. 

“In other words, a political party has 
all the provisions to determine how its 
struggles should be carried out,” he said. 

Dr Mahathir said if all the problems 

* PLEASE TURN TO P2, COL 1 

Present I 
laws not 
fair to 
political &gs. 

% * FROM PAGE ONE 
.-- 

and grievances of the peo- 
ple were brought to court, 
the Government would not 
have enough courthouses 
to deal with them. 

He said some party 
members might be able to 
get an injunction to stop the 
party from functioning and 
the party would be hard put 
to set aside the injunction 
in time. 

“Laws which may lead to 
injustice must be repealed 
or amended because we re- 
spect the law. The present 
laws on societies have be- 
come laws which are un- 
fair to political parties and 
their membersikip. 

“The amendments tabled 
are aimed at giving power 
to political parties to re- 
solve problems within the 
party without referring to 
the courts. Political parties 
must have the machinery 
to administeq th$, party in a 
fair manner. 

“If any member feels 
that the party alas acted un- 
fairly, he must use party 
channels to seek redress. 
Expulsions must be accept- 
ed as legitimate. If those in 
power take action which is 
not agreed to by the major- 1 
ity of members, this major- j 
ity can replace those in / 
power in accordance with , 
party procedure,” he said. 

He said the amendments 
to the Societies Act would 
also help reduce the back- 
log of over half a million 
cases in the courts by al- 
iowing courts to concen- 
trate their time and energy 
on non-political cases. 
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