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KUALA LUMPUR. 
Mon. - Patuk Seri Dr, 
Nahathir Mohamad 
said today Asian coun- 
tries must collectively. 
take action to harness 
investments from Wes- 
tern Europe and the Un- 
ited States which are 
now pre=occupied with 
developments in Eas- 

. tern Europe and Soviet 
Union. 

The Pri / e Minister said it 
was obvious that economic 
potentials in Eastern Europe 
would benefit their Western 
counterparts and Americans. 

“Ufhey are going to take advan- 
tage of these opportunities and 
at the same time relegate their 
relationship with developing 
countries to the background.” 

Dr Mahathir was speaking at a 
five-nation satellite teleconfer- 
ence of five Asian leaders in con- 
junction with the One-Asia As- 
sembly organised by the Asia 
Press Foundation in Manila and 
attended by Asian media practi- 
tioners. 

The other leaders in the SO- 
minute link-up were Prime 
Minister Benazir Bhutto of Pa- 
kistan (prerecorded), President 
Corazon Aquino of the Philin- 
pines, Indian Foreign Minister 
Inder Gulral and Prime Minister 
Kang Yang-hoon of South Korea 
(preceded by a short appearance 

; “be united 
by President Roh Tae-woo who 
spoke in Korean). 

They were interviewed by a 
panel of six journalists (ex- 
cerpts of interview on P3). 

Dr Mahathir later told report- 
ers after the link-up from Angka- 
sapuri that the preoccupation 
with Eastern Europe was evi- 
dent from the poor turn-out of 
senior European Community 
leaders during the Asean-EC 
senior ministerial meeting in 
Kuching last week. 

This showed that they were 
not paying attention to this part 
of the world. 

He said Eastern Europe had 
abundant cheap labour which 
would be an added attraction for 
the West. 

Secular State 
Earlier at the “satellite sum- 

mit,” the Prime Minister said 
Asian and developing countries 
must continue to attract Ameri- 
can and Western European at- 
tention. 

“Quite naturally the Western 
Europeans and Americans con- 
sider developments in Eastern 
Europe as an opportunity for 
them. 

“They are much closer. Ethni- 
cally they are much more relat- 
ed and have greater grasp of the 
situation there. 

“With the preoccupation of 
what is happening in Eastern 
Europe they will have to rele- 
gate to the background their re- 
lationship with countries in 
other parts of the world.” 

During the discussions, the 
Prime Minister was asked for 
his views on Asia’s future, on nu- 

clear weapons, and shaping of 
national policies based on reli- 
gion. 

His forthright replies were 
greeted with applause from par- 
ticipants of the assembly who 
watched the proceedings live. 

Dr Mahathir said if religion 
was interpreted correctly “I see 
no harm for the influence of reli- 
gion over national policies”. 

Even in a secular State there is 
no guarantee that there will be 
no conflicts. 

To a question that this implied 
that one is not necessarily com- 
mitted to the value of what is 
called a civil society in the mo- 
dern sense, the Prime Minister 
told the questioner: 

“That is your perception and it 
is basically a Western percep- 
tion. I believe in the Eastern in- 
terpretation of civil responsibi- 
lity and how we run our society. 

“This is the problem we face 
with interpretation of rights and 
wrongs based on what Western 
thinkers say. 

“We should not be totally do- 
minated by their thinking. We 
have our own way of thinking 
and I don’t think we are always 
wrong.” 

The reply drew a round of ap- 
plause from participants of the 
assembly in Manila. This evoked 
American veteran journalist 
Bernard Kalb. who was the mo- 
derator, to say that this was the 
first applause for the discus- 
sions. 

On democracy, Dr Mahathir 
said: “We all believe in freedom 
and democracy although our in- 
terpretations are not necessarily 
the same. 

“We must not abuse the free- 
dom we have.” 
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