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By S.C. Cheah "L

PENANG, Tues. — Malay-
sia will restructure s
srrategles on Jdomestic
and nternational snvest-
mentsand trade 10 reduce
use of substances which
can deplete the ozone lay-
er.

This will entail control
of the use of chlorofluoro-
carbons (CFCs) and ha-
lons in several important
wdustries, Datuk sert Dr
Mahathic Mohamad said
today .

The Prime Minister
said the relevant activi-
ties included the assem-
bly of electronic chips,
manufacture of room air-
conditioners and refriger-
ators, and_making of rub-
ber foam sroducts.

He saidi Malaysia was
committed, to reducing its
consumption of CFCs and
halons by 20 per cent by
the vear 2003, and 50 per
cent by the vear 2008.

Dr Mahathir said Ma-
laysia should have access
to any research and rech-
nology on developing any
environmentally safe CFC

particularly the develop-
ing nations, had not been
fully taken into account.

“Our giobal efforts to
save the ozone layver are
further complicaied by
the unnecessary provi-
sions of trade restrictions
to non-parties, a form of
non-tariff barrier,” he
added.

He said that a serious
consequence of not acced-
ing to the Protocol was
that by Jan 1, 1992, CFC-
contamning goods export-
ed from non-parties
would be banned by tm-
porting countries which
were parties to the Proto-
col.

“This is only mitigated
by further restrictions to
be imposed in 1994 on the
export of goods which are
produced with the con-
trolled substances,” he
said, adding that all na-
tions should be active in
future work on the Proto-
Coi.

Dr Mahathir suggested
that a global environment
trust fund be set up and
managed by an interna-
twnal body.

substifutes.

He hoped that safe sub-
stitutes could be dmscov-
ered early.

“Otherwise, developing

.nations such as Malaysia

may be unable to fulfil the
Montreal Protocol’s re-
quirements,” he added.

(The Montreal Protocol
on Substances that De-
plete the Ozone Layer re-
quires producing coun-
tries to reduce by 50 per
cent consumption within
10 vears, from 1986.)

Dr Mahathir regretted
what he saw as the double
standards in global ef-
forts to save the ozone
layer.

He said the Montreal
Protocol, of which Malay-
sla 1s a party, required de-
veloping countries to cut
their use of CFCs10alev-
el that was 70 per cent
lower than that of devel-
oped nations.

“The developed coun-
tries should cut their own
consumption of CFCs and
halons, not by 50 per cent,
bur at least by 85 per cent
by the year 2000.

“It 1s for the developed
countries to take effec-
tive measures to curb
their heavy consumption
of fossil fuels and ozone-
depleting substances,” he
said when opening a four-
day international confer-
ence on Tropical Ozone
And Atmospheric Change
at Universiti Sains Malay-
sia.

About 250 delegates
from 40 countries are at-
tending it.

Dr Mahathir said the
full implications of the
Montreal Protocol to the
low-consuming countries,

He said the fund could
be financed by levies im-
posed on the emissions of
greenhouse gases and the
production of ozone-de-
“piotang substances.

He said any internation-
al initiative on environ-
mental issues must take
into accoupt the overall
balance of'world develop-
ment. ’

Such consideration
should include solving the
debt crisis in many devel-
oping countries, the need
to increase flow of devel-
opment funds and stabi-
lising foreign exchange
earnings of low-income
commodity producers, Dr
Mabhathir said.

He said the root of envi-
ronmental problems rest-
ed with the mismanage-
ment of the global econo-
my and the deliberate dis-
tortion of the value of
renewable natural prod-
ucts from that of man-
made capital goods and
services.

“All this time we have
been misled by the way
we have been calling ‘eco-
nomyﬁ growth.’

“¥ we use up our own
natural resources, then
that is capital deprecia-
tion, not a cost to us. But
when we import technol-
ogy and machinery, we
have to count their depre-
ciation as a cost to the na-
tion,” Dr Mahathir said.

He said that unless de-
veloping nations received
a fair deal for their natu-
ral resource-based pro-
duce and exports, they
should not be discriminat-
ed against for whatever
little damage they might
do to the environment.
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