
PENANG. Tues. - Malay- 
ila W,*ll restructure ITS 
;‘raTe:Jlr,5 +,n ~iomesrr,.’ ., 
ind mternatTona1 rnvest- 
ments,and trade to reduce 
use of substances which 
can deplete the ozone lay- 
er. 

ThTs ~111 entall control 
of the use of chlorofluoro- 
iarbons :CFCsT and h:i- 
Ions Tn several Important 
TndustrTes, Datuk <erT Dr 
MahathTr Mohamad Saud 
today 

The Prime MTnTsteT 
said the relevant actTvi- 
TTes mcluded the assem- 
bly of electromc chips, 
manufacture of room aTr‘- 
condimmers and ret’rlger- 
ators. and_ making of rub- 
ber foam )roducts 

He said, blalaysia was 
commTtted,to rcducmg its 
consumptmn of WCs and 
halons by 20 per cent by 
the year 2003, and SO per 
cent by the year 2008. 

Dr Mahathir said Ma- 
laysia should have access 
to any research and tech 
nology on developing any 
environmentally safe CK 

parricu!arly the develop- 
mg nations. had not been 
fully taken into account. 

“Our ::iobal et’f!nts to 
;avc rhe I ozone Eayer are 
further cornpircated by 
the unnecessary provT- 
sions of trade restrictions 
to non-parties. a form of 
nOnTarIff barrier,” he 
added. 

He saTd that a serTous 
ionsequence of not acted- 
Tng it) The Protocol was 
rhaT by Jan I. lYY2, CFC- 
ionramlng goods export- 
ed from non-parties 
would be banned by Tm- 
portmg countries which 
were partms to the Proto- 
co!. 

“Thrs is only mitigated 
hy further restrrcttons to 
be imposed rn lY94 on the 
export of goods which are 
produced with the con- 
Trolled substances,” he 
said, addTng that all na- 
tions should be active in 
future work on the Proto- 
coi. 

Dr Mahathir suggested 
that a global envTronment 
trust fund be set up and 
managed by an interna- 
tlonal body. 

He hoped that safe sub- 
stitutes could be ditjcov- 
ered early. 

“Otherwise. developing 
.nations such as Malaysia 
may be unable to fulfil the 
Montreal Protocol’s re- 
quirements,” he added. 

(The Montreal Protocol 
on Substances that De- 
plete the Ozone Layer I‘(:- 
qutres producing coun 
trTes to reduce by 50 per 
cent consumption wTthm 
10 years, from 1986.1 

Dr Mahathir regretted 
what he saw as the double 
standards in global ef- 
forts to save the ozone 
layer. 

He saTd the Montreal 
Protocol, of which Malay- 
sta IS a party, reqmred de- 
velopmg countries tn cut 
their use of CFCs To ;I lev- 
el that was 70 per cent 
lower than that of devel- 
oped nations. 

“The developed coun- 
tries should cut then own 
consumption of CFCs and 
halons, not by SO per cent, 
iJut :Tt least by 8.5 per cent 
iTy “he year 2000. 

“lt is for the developed 
countries to take effec- 
tive measures to curb 
their heavy consumption 
of fossil fuels and ozone- 
depleting substances,” he 
said when opening a four- 
day international confer- 
ence on Troptcul Ozone 
And Atmospheric Chunge 
at Universiti Sains Malay- 
sia. 

About 250 delegates 
from 40 countries are at- 
tending it. 

Dr Mahathir said the 
full implications of the 
Montreal Protocol to the 
low-consuming countries, 

He said the fund could 
be financed by levies im- 
posed on the emrssions of 
greenhouse gases and the 
production of ozone-de- 

-&y 5” bstances. 
He saTd any internation- 

al Tmtiative on environ- 
mental issu’s must Take 
into accou .t the overall k 
balance of’world develop- 
ment. . 

Such consTderatTon 
should include solving the 
debt crtsis m many devcl- 
aping countries, the need 
to increase flow of devel- 
opment funds and stabi- 
lising foreign exchange 
earnings of low-tncome 
commodity producers, Dr 
Mahathir said. 

He said the root of envt- 
ronmental problems rest- 
cd wTth The mrsmanage- 
mem of the global econo- 
my and The deltberate dis- 
tortion of the value of 
renewable natural prod- 
ucts from that of man- 
made capital goods and 
services. 

“All ThTs *ime we have 
been misled ‘Tv the way 
we ha.ve Ibeen calhng ‘eco- 
nomF growth. 

“fl we use up our own 
nafural resources’, then 
that is capTtai deprecia- 
tion, not a cost to us. But 
when we import technol- 
ogy and machinery, we 
have TO count then depre- 
ciatTon as d cost to the na- 
tion,” Dr Mahathtr said. 

He said that unless de- 
veloping nations received 
a faTr deal for theu- natu- 
ral resource-based pro- 
duce and exports, they 
should not be discrimmat- 
ed against for whatever 
little damage they mtght 
do to the environment. 
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