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No new deputy spé&aker yet, says Mahathire

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. —
The pos: of Dewan Rakyat
Deputy Speaker to be va-
cated by Mr D.P. Vijan-
dran is unlikely to be
filled soon.

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said that no re-
placement was being con-
sidered for the moment,
and Dewan Rakyat Speak-
er Tan Sri Mohamed Za-
hir Ismail saw “no urgen-
cy” to appoint a new man.

The prime minister

laughed when reporters
suggested that the post
was being kept vacant be-
cause the next general
election would be held
soon.

He declined to say
whether the new man
would be from the MIC or
the MCA, whose MP for
Ayer Hitam Datuk Dr
Hee Tien Lai had held the
post from June 1982 until
July 1983.

The former MIC secre-

tary-general, embroiled
in the videotapes contro-
versy, had been appointed
in October 1986.

Dr Mahathir also did
not want to say how he
felt about Mr Vijandran’s
decision to quit. “He
made the decision to re-
sign . . . I don’t have to
make any comment,” he
said.

At a separate function,
Tan Sri Zahir told news-
men that it was unlikely

that th'F post would be

‘filled during the next De-

wan Rakydt meeting,
from Monday to March
16.

“There is no urgency to
do so. The sittings will be
handled by Datuk Haji
Amin Haji Daud (the oth-
er deputy speaker) and
myself. * R

“I do not foresee any
problem ... it is a short
meeting and if we need
help, we can always ask

an MP to assist us,” he
said.

At any rate, he said, the
Dewan Rakyat Standing
Orders required an MP to
notify the Secretary of
Parliament on the nomi-
nation for the post of dep-
uty speaker in writing at
least 14 days before a
meeting of the House.

It is understood that the
notice could only be given
after Mr*Vijandran’s let-
ter of resignation is re-

ceived.

Tan Sri Zahir did not
know how the letter would
be addressed, but said
there could be a ‘“techni-
cal problem.”

The Constitution re-
quired that such a letter
be addressed to the Secre-
tary of the House, and not
to the speaker, he said.

He was referring to the

statement by MIC presi-
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Vellu yesterday that Mr
Vijandran's letter would
be handed to the speaker
tomorrow.

Tan Sri Zahir com-
mended Mr Vijandran’s
move. “His decision to re-
sign to avoid embarrass-
ing the Barisan Nasional
isav noble gesture. I
respecf his decision and
50 shoulld others,” he said.

The * decisian 'also
brought relief to Barisan

- leaders.

“It is a wise decision
and a relief to all those
concerned. It is a wise
move in line with the re-
flection of the feeling and
thinking of -all Malaysigns
who have been following

. the issue,” MCA deputy

president Lee Kim Sai
said in a statement. .

Mr Lee said the MCA
had all along refrained
from prejudging Mr Vi-
jandran and felt that
‘‘compelling Mr Vijan-
dran to resign from his
post through a motion in
the Dewan Rakyat is un-
necessary.”

Penang Chief Minister
Dr Lim Chong Eu said the
resignation should “put
an end to any political dis-
cussion” on the video-
tapes controversy.”

Dr Lim, who is Gerakan
national adviser, added at
his weekly press confer-
ence: “I hope his decision
will take he matter out of
further%‘(l)litical discus-
sion.*

DAP secretary-general
Lim Kit Siang said the
party would go ahead with
its motion against Mr Vi-
jandran in the Dewan Ra-
kyat. )

“With this latest devel-
opment, it is even more
imperative that Vijandran
be referred to the Com-
mittee of Privileges,” he
added in a statement.

Bar Council secretary
Manjeet Singh Dhillon
said the resignation was
“in keeping with the prac-
tice followed by countries
all over the world.”

He said it was normal
for a high-ranking officer
to resign when an allega-
tion against him was be-
ing inves}igated.

“Had this occurred a
long timq ago, Mr- Vijan-
dran would have received
the respect of the public
for being a person who
puts the nation before
him,” Mr Manjeet Singh
added.
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