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monwealth will continue 
with its sanctions, includ- 
ing tightening them, 
against the South African 
regime. 

The Prime Minister said 
these tough financial and 
trade sanctions would con- 
tinue until there were signs 
that Pretoria would abolish 
its apartheid pOiicy. 

The decision was 
reached during the meet- 
iirg between a group of 
Commonwealth members 
and the recently released 
black leader Nelson Man- 
dela of the African Na- 
tional Congress. Dr Ma- 
hathir chaired the meeting 
at the State House today. 

Dr Mahathir was invite / 
by Zambian President Ke i 
neth Kaunda to chair the 
meeting in his capacity as 
Chairman of the Common- 
wealth Heads of Gov- 
erntient Meeting in Kuala 
Lumpur. 

The frontline States of 
southern Africa - Zambia 
(Mr Kaunda), Zimbabwe 
(President. Robert Mu- 
gabe), Tanzania, Bots- 
wana, and Mozambique - 
Canada (External Minister 
Joe Clark) and outgoing 
Commonwealth Secretary- 
General Sir Shridath Ram- 
phal represented the Com- 
monwealth. 

Today’s decision was in 
line with the decision of Mr 
Mandela, who has repea- 
tedly said since his release 
on Feb 11 that the interna- 
tional community should 
not reduce sanctions. 

“We decided that the 
sanctions should continue 

‘Walter Sistilu. 
I .The meeting was called 
to listen to Mr Mandela 
since his release after 27 
years in jail. 

The Commonwealth 
wanted to hear from Mr 
Mandela, 71, the require- 
ment of the ANC in his 
struggle against Pretoria. 

Dr Mahathir said: “This 
will enable the Common- 
wealth to understand the 
situation better and take 
the necessary action.” 

Dr Mahathir said Mr 
Mandela inquired into the 
conflicting reports of deci- 
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sions made on South Africa 
during the Kuala Lumpur 
CHOGM last October. 

Mr Mandela said that he 
had heard conflicting re- 
ports, one of which said 
that the Commonwealth 
did not make a firm de- 
cision against South Africa 
and left it to individual 
members to pursue their 
own course of action. 

Dr Mahathlr said Sir 
Shridath had told Mr Man- 
dela that all 48 members 
present were for tightening 
sanctions with the excep- 
tion of Britain. 

On financial aid to the 
ANC, the Prime Minister 
said Malaysia did not 
make any promises but 

vide assistance 
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