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- The Prisons Depart- 
ment’s administrative 
system will be restruc- 
tured along the lines of 
the police, Datuk Seri Dr 
Mahathir Mohamad m 

Gthe for 
the appointment of Direc- 
tor of Internal Security 
and Public Order Datuk 
Mohamed Yassin Jaafar 
as the new Prisons Direc- 
tor-General, said the 

their posts again . . they 
will have reasonable time 
to accomolish this.” 

He said several aspects 
of the Prisons Depart- 
ment’s structure needed 
to be tightened. 

“We know there are 
weaknesses . . to find out 
exactly what they are, it 
is better to have some- 
body go in and investi- 
gate.” 

Dr Mahathir said an 
“outsider” would have a 
fresh view of the system 
and new ideas. 

Prime Minister. 
Several PTD (Adminis- 

trative and Diplomatic 
Service) officers. would 
be moved to the depart- 
ment, he told newsmen at 
Subang airport. 

Dr Mahathir, who is 
also Home Minister, said 
the appointm nt of Datuk 

\ Yassin and th other offi- 
cers was on a 

? 
emporary 

basis althou.@ no time 
frame had been set. 

“After they have put 
things in order we will ap- 
point prisons officers to 

He said the police ad- 
ministrative system was 
chosen because it ‘was a 
disciplined force and a 
uniformed service usual- 
ly had rules which pro- 
moted strict discipline. 

“We do not want to use 
the army ‘structure be- 
cause we felt that the PQ- 
lice are more knowledge- 
able in civilian affairs.” 

Dr Mahathir said the 
prisons revamp would in- 
volve all areas. 
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