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The Commonwealth is now 
L more cohesive and dyna- 
nit grouping and acknow- 
edged as one of the more 
successful international or- 
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Prime Minister said 
Malaysia was glad to note 
the transformation, 
brought about by the 
changing attitudes among 
member countries. 

“When in its early days 
the Commonwealth was 
basically a forum in which 
the former colonial master 
held discussions with its 
former colonies, today it is 
an undeniable fact that the 
Commonwealth meeting is 
a gathering of equals shar- 
ing common ideals and 
aspirations over various 
matters.” 

Dr Mahathir noted that 
the decisions of the Com- 
monwealth were now of 
some importance outside 
the organisation itself, ad- 
dinr that neveral cnuntrien _..._ _..-_- _.__ -_ -_- ______ - 
“even seemed keen to join 
it.” 

CFident 
, 

“The present Common- 
wealth is now acknow- 
ledged as one of the more 
successful international 
groupings,” he said at the 
Royal Commonwealth So- 
ciety (Malaysian branch) 
luncheon in conjunction 
with Commonwealth Day. 

Dr Mahathir said it was 
gratifying to note that the 
Commonwealth of today 
had shed many of the nega- 
tive traits of its former self. 

“Today, this grouping 
has initiated and adopted 
many programmes of ac- 
tion which reflect the 
aspirations of member 
countries, particularly the 
developing ones. 

“We are beginning to 
share many of the things 
that we collectively pos- 
sess,” he said, adding that 
it might not be long before 
member countries might 
be ab!e to Share ihe "COiii- 

mon wealth” that the or- 
ganisation has. 

Although previously the 
Commonwealth had ini- 
tiated various forms of co- 
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members such as the Co- 
lombo Plan and the Com- 
monwealth Fund for Tech- 
nical Co-operation, 
nevertheless, over major 
international economic 
and political issues, its 
views were diverge& and 
consequently ineffective. 

“And more lamentable, 
was the indifference on the 
part of some senior Com- 
monwealth members to the 
pleas and cries for under- 
tanding by the kss fortun- 
ate members regarding 
their problems.” 

Fortunately, Dr Ma- 
hathir added, this “rather 
sad commentary” was no 
longer valid, noting that 
due to changing circum- 
stances and attitudes, the 
grouping’s more prosper- 
ous partners had come to 
realise that they have a 
moral responsibility to as- 
sist the less developed 
member nations, which 
they once depended upon 
for their wealth and power. 

Dr Mahathir said Malay- 
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tribute to the Common 
w’ealth and would work 
with member countries for 
the common good. 

Depite being a small de- 
veloping nation, he added, 
Malaysia was prepared to 
share her expertise and 
experience with member 
countries of the Common- 
wealth as well as with 
those outside the grouping. 

He was confident that the 
Malaysian Branch of the 
Royal Commonwealth So- 
ciety (RCS) would con- 
tinue to carry out its activi- 
ties aimed at a more 
effective role in fostering 
better understanding. 

Earlier, RCS president 
Tan Sri Mohamed Khir Jo- 
hari congratulated Dr Ma- 
hathir for successfully 
chairing the recent Com- 
monwealth Heads of Gov- 
ernment Meeting 
(CHOGM) and the meting 
in Lusaka between the 
Commonwealth and Afri- 
can National Congress 
leader Nelson Mandela. 

He said the RCS looked *.._...__> I_ \r- .~__>-1_ ~u~-ward LU MT manclela 
playing an effective role in 
the Commonwealth. 

Dr Mahathir was made 
an honorary member of the 
RCS. 
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