PM Our defence needs

NST ¢ . 1iAR 1990

are simple and modest

By Sabry Sharif

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues.
— Malaysia’s defence
necds are simple and mo-
dest now that the Commun-
ist Party of Malaysia is no
longer a threat to the peace
and security of the country,
the Prime Minister said to-
day.

. The country's need
for some conventional wea-
pons to demonstrate its de-
fence capability did not en-
tail the purchase of
sophisticated and expen-
sive weaponry.

“Malaysia is not about to
keep up with the Joneses,”
Ratuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Meohamad said when open-
ing the second Defence Ser-
vices Asia Exibition and
Conference (DSA), Asia's

most prestigious defence
show and conference at the

Putra World Trade Centre.

“We have already decid-
ed what kind of weapons we
need, and how much we can
afford. They are relatively
simple and modest,” he
said.

Dr Mahathir said that
althodgh Malaysia is not
an aggressive nation, it
needed to defend its seas
and territories.

He also said that defence
preparedness was neces-
sary to ensure stability for
cconomic and social deve-
lopment.

Dr Mahathir and other
guests later witnessed a
fly-past by two Royal Air
Force Tornado fighter jets
brought here in conjunc-
tion with the exhibition and
which Malaysia is now
negotiating to buy from
British Aerospace.

Malaysia's main defence

requirement since 1948 had
been arms purchases to
counter the communist in-
surgency.

However, last December,
the CPM signed a peace ac-
cord with the Government
after 41 years of protracted
war of attrition which
hardly required sophisti-
cated and expensive wea-
ponry.

Dr Mahathir hoped the
arms industry could divert
its research and energy to
the needs of a world with-
out a Cold War.

“The market for arms
will shrink. It already has.
We should not regret this,”
he said.

He believed that the en-
crgy, funds and research
capabilities of the enor-
mous arms industry could
have non-military applica-
tions.

Hc said that weapons and
clectronic surveillance sys-
tems could be used against
smuggling particularly
against drug trafficking as
now being applied in cer-
tain countries in South
America.

“If these systems could
be adapted for counter-
smuggling work, and costs
are reduced, it can sustain
the arms industry or at
least, its considerable ex-
pertisc ‘and resources in
terms of innovations and
inventiveness.”

He reiterated that South-
cast Asia must be kept free
from any superpower con-
flict and rivalry to ensure
development and progress
in the region.

“Any attempt or action
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not in keeping with Asean’s
Zone. of Peace, Freedom
and- Neutrality (Zopfan)
would not only hinder this
objective but provide ex-
cuses for outside involve-
ment in the region.

"This would be detrimen-
th! to our well-being and se-
curity,” he added.

He pledged that Malay-
sia and other members of
Asean would continue to
strive for the realisation of
Zopfan for Southeast Asia.

“Together with the
member countries, Malay-
sia, will also work towards
a nuclear-free zone in this
region.”

On the holding of the ex-
hibjtion and his presence,
Dr Mahathir said, it should
not be interpreted as an en-
dorsement by the Gov-
ernment of the arms in-
dustry or an indication of
Malaysia's intention to em-
bark on an arms build-up.

“Malaysia has no wish to
do,sq,” he said, adding the
arms industry, like the
other industries too, were
ungdergoing rapid changes
and development.

He believed that Malay-
sig Would be left behind if it
did not keep abreast of
these changes. “It is for
this reason-the Gov-
ernment supports the exhi-
bition.”

Earlier in his speech, the
chairman of the DSA 1990
board of management, Tan
Sri Hamzah Sendut said
that the defence industry
was a potent force for gal-
vanising rapid industrial
development.

He said that although
thege were a few who were
sceptical on the future of
defqnce industry especially
with the emerging era of
peace in the world, “we do
not have to go far into his-
tory to find the necessity to
remain vigilant.”

‘More than 400 companies
from 28 countries are tak-
ing part in the four-day ex--
hibition.

The largest group are the
87 -British companies
which has regarded
Malaysia as a major cus-
tomer following the Me-
morandum of Understand-
ing signed between the
Malaysian and British Go-
vernments in Sept 1988 on
the sale of $4.5 billion arms
to the Armed Forces.
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