GENTING HIGHLANDS,
Thurs. — The Government
will make every effort iz
deport Filipino and Indouc
sian illegal immigrax
Sabah who now total 50 pcv
cent of the populatici,

Prime Minister, Datuk Seri
Dr Mahathir Mohaima®

Baid today.

“We will identify who
these illegal immigrants
are and take the necessary
steps to deport them,” he
said.

“However, it must be

cannot
nte

mean
raceting with top Gov-
erament officers to discuss
current iszues at the
Awana Golf and Country
Resort.

He was asked the Go-
varnment's reaction to the
statement by Sabah De-
puty Chief Minister Datuk
Jozeph Kurup Yyesterday

that the illegal immigrants
would make up 70 per cent
of the population by the
year Z008.

Dr Mahathir had said
last week that the illegal
immigrant problem was
serious and the Gov-
ernment, despite certain
problems, wanted to see
that all of them were evict-
ed from the State.

The Prime Minister said
that the Government was
facing problems in con-
trolling the illegal immi-

grant problem because of
Sabah’s long coastline.

“This coastline makes it
difficult for us to stop the
entry of the immigrants be-
cause they could land at so
many places” he said.

“And when we deport
them today, they will be
back in the State the follow-
ing day,” he added.

On the call by Semangat
46 leader Tenghku Raza-
leigh Hamzah that a Royal
Commission of Inquiry be
set up to investigate the fin-

ances of all political par-
ties, including Umno, Dr
Mahathir said he did not
see such a need.

“If every time there is an
issuc and we have to form a
Royal Commission of In-
quriy, then, we will not be
doing any other work,” he
quipped.

Dr Mahathir, who is also
Umno president, said that
Tengku Razaleigh, as a
former party treasurer,
knew where the movement
obtained its finances.
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