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JITRA, Tues. — The Prtme

Minister said Muslimis" in |
the country should be.gra- |
teful that they are able to
practice their religion un-
hindered by unrest, ethnic |
‘strife, famine and oppres- -

sion. -

Datuk Serj E§ lMa.haﬂnr
M3Ramad sa ey had a
fot o tMank God for during

. this fasting month when
comparing their existence
to that of other Muslims in
other coutries.

“In some countries, if you
take a bus, the bus witl-ex-
plode. If you board a train,

:-it will derail and when you
,enter a building, it wilkex-

“plode,” he said after break-
ing fast at the Tanjung
Puah mosque. not

* He said in the Soviét Re-
public, Muslims like Axzer-
baijanis and Turks.were
being oppressed and+had
their religious freedgm sti-
fled. wn

“After 70 years of -com-
munist rule, youths in
these republics only regard
Islam as a historicat:mat-
ter. They accept Prophet
Mohammad as a benign
person but for them what
he preached then afe not
. applicable now.”

n stark contrast, the
authorities in Malaysia
have been tireless in their
efforts to uphold the dig-
nity of the rejigion, he ad-
ded.

He said Malaysians
should value the much bet-
ter living condition in the
. country. “We do not ljye in
tear We can go to the mos-
* ques for prayers, nobody
will stop us.”

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
said Muslims should be
more grateful if they ¢
pared life here with. ﬂ{)ose
in the other countries.

According to him, pgace
.and harmony depended
" largely on the Muslims. “If
we are weak and ¢annot
control the situatfon,
others will exert preasure
onus.”

The fPrime Minlster 8
wife, Patin Seri Dr!8Biti
Hasmg§h Mohamed:Ali,
Menterd Besar Datule'Seri
Hajt Osman Aroff, State
Exco members and)xtheir
wives were among bhose
present.

The Prime Ministen ;,and

<y his wife. returned to Kaala
Lumpur last night. ___
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