overnent, may allow rallies

ALA LUMPUR, Thurs.
— The Government may
consider allowing the hold-

of public railies if the
po ice ean guarantee they
will not.lead to chaos.
Prime Mini}slte Ratuk

Y.

Replying to newmen af-
ter chairing the Barisan
Nasional Supreme Council
meeting, Dr Mahathir said

the Government had not -

made any study whether to
allow public rallies during

the forthcoming general
election.

“However, we do not see
any advantage in holding

rallies. But if the police can .

guarantee that rallies
would not lead to conflict or
chaos, we dmight consider
it,” he said.

However, Dr Mahathir
noted that in the recent
Pantai Merdeka by-elec-
tion, the situation there be-
came tense because the Op-
positian always took the
law into its own hands by

arresting people for al-
leged wrongdoing.

“Under our laws, a citi-

zen cannot arrest another:

persof. He must report to
the police if he believes an-
dther person has broken
the law.

“But in Pantai Merdeka,

there were some members

of the Opposition parties
who arrested Umno mem-
bers for alleged wrongdo-
ing,” he said.

The Prime Minister also

' related another inc&em in

Terengganu when ajpolice
party was confronted by
some members of the Op-
position who wielded par-
angs when they (the po-
lice) wanted to arrest a
person who had comitted
an offence.

Dr Mahathir said if inci-
dents such as these were al-
lowed to -happen, the
country would surely face
problems during the gene-
ral election.
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