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JET FIGHTERS Th 1o bea (BERNAMA) -- MALAYSIA MAY  OPT FOR CHEAPER

T
SAID PRINE MINISTER DEAl. O _PROCURE BRITISH-MADE TORNADOES IS OFF,

THE GOVERNNENT WAS' REVIEWING PLaie re auonan A0,

OF THEY ARE TOO EXPEN PLANS—TO BUY THE TORNADOES BECAUSE
HOWEVER THERE WAS séVE AND SOPHISTICATEDs HE SAID. -

DECISION YET ON THE
THE GOVERNMENT WAS THINKIN ; MATTERs HE SAID.

6 WHETHE <
THE TORNADOES: HE TOLD REPORTERS AFTER ESEISSUNT“Y FULL D RNEEDED

REHEARSAL FOR THE OPENING
_OF THE G- -
BANGUET HALL AT PARLIANENT Houne Goi3 SBUMMIT CONFERENCE AT THE

AY.
SOPHISTICATED ALRCRAFT: ThE 105 £ aread GauCiEATER AND Less
ORIGIN BY VIRTUE OF THE nEnonANoGﬁGg;ES:o“OUbD‘STILL RICH Bomy 1M
COUTZSI$3ESIGNED TWo VEARS aeah ERSTANDING WHICH BOTH
GOVERNHENT."ngSQQBEg ng¥g3E¥8TANDING WAS SIGNED WITH THE BRITISH
BRITAIN:+ HE SATD oo Moy 0 ANOTHER AIRCRAFT TYPE, ALS0 FROM
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ASKED WHETHER THE GOVERNMENT’S OTHER CHOICE COULD BE THE "
FIGHTER/TRAINER +HAWK+ AIRCRAFT, DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR SAID: + MAY
BE THE HAWK+.

" THE PROPOSED PURCHASE OF 12 TORNADOES COSTING $1.8 BILLION WA
PART OF A WEAPONS PROCUAEMENT WORTH $4.5 BILLION UNDER THE '
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING. .

LONDON NEWSPAPERS RECENTLY REPORTED THAT BRITISH AEROSPACEs A
PARTNER IN THE TORNADO PROJECT CONSORTIUM INVOLVING WEST GERMANY AND
ITALYs WAS NEGOTIATING TO SELL 20 HAWK AIRCRAFT TO MALAYSIA. a

THE PRIME MINISTER SAID ANY PURCHASE OF THE ALTERNATIVE TO THE
TORNADOES WOULD BE NEGOTIATED WITH THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT AND NOT
DIRECTLY WITH THE MANUFACTURER. ’

+IN THE PAST WE WERE CRITICISED FOR BUYING DIRECT FROM THE
'MANUFACTURERS.... ALLEGEDLY SUCH METHOD WAS FRAUDULENT» + HE SAID.
-- MORE
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HE SAID THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT D1D NOT MANUFACTURE THE AIRCRAFT

BUT BRITAIN HAD SEVERAL STATE-OWNED COMPANIES WHICH WOULD SUPPLY THE
EQUIPMENT TO BE BOUGHT. '
" THE PRIME MINISTER SAID IF THERE WERE ACCUSATIONS OF FRAUDULENT
GOVERNMENT-TO-GOVERNMENT DEALINGS IN THE WEAPONS PROCUREMENT: THEN
THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT WOULD BE IMPLICATED TOO.

DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR SAID HE WAS PERFELXED BY THE MANY

_ ALLEGATIONS AGAINST THE PURCHASE OF THE ALRCRAFT. '

HE SAID DETRACTORS WERE ONLY OUT TO FIND FAULT. :

ASKED ON WHO WOULD FILL THE VACANCY FOR THE OTHER DEWAN RAKYAT
DEPUTY SPEAKER POST VACATED BY D.P VIJANDRANs THE PRIME MINISTER
SAID THE CHOICE OF CANDIDATE WOULD BE DECIDED THROUGH CONSENSUS
AMONG OF ALL BARISAN NASIONAL COMPONENT PARTIES.

DATUK HAJI MOHAMED AMIN DAUD IS THE OTHER DEPUTY SPEAKER.

THE CHOSEN CANDIDATE WOULD BE MADE KNOWN LATERy HE SAID.--

BERNAMA
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