
HAWK FIGHTERS 
Tornado jets Fe+60 costly, says PM 

I’ 
KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Dr Ma&hir was com- 
The Government 1s likely mentmg on news reports 
to cancel its plan to buy that the Government had 
the British-made Tornado 
fighter jets because it is 

decided to cancel its plan 

too costly and too sophis- 
to buy 12 Tornado jets, 
said to be worth f25 mil- 

ticated, lion ($113 million) each. 
Mahathir News of the cancella- 
S--- --- 

“We have reviewed our 
tion was first reported in 

plans . . . the question is 
the Flight International 

whether we need such 
magazine and later The 
Financial Times. 

(costly and sophisticated) The Tornado is manu- 
jets,” the Prime Minister 
said. 

factured by Panavia, a 

He said the Govern- 
consortium of Anglo-Ger- 

ment had not make a final 
man-Italian producers, 

decision .on the purchase 
while the Hawk is wholly 

of fighter aircraft “but we 
made by BAe, which is 

are likely to buy less ex- 
also part of Panavia. 

pensive jets.” 
Dr Mahathir said today 

- the Government was deal- 
He said the Govern- ing with the British Gov- 

ment would still buy from 
Britain as Malaysia had 

ernment directly on the 

signed a orandum of 
purchasb of fighter jets as 

m it had been criticised in 
understand 

7 

g with the 
British Gov rnment. 

the past for buying from 

“We may buy (British 
private manufacturers. 

“We were criticised be- 
Aerospace) Hawk fight- 
ers,” he told newsmen af- 

cause there were allega- 

ter attending a rehearsal 
tions of malpractices in 

for the opening ceremony 
buying directly from pri- 
vate manufacturers . 

of the GlS summit at Par- 
liament House. 

that is why we are now 

The two governments 
dealing on a government- 

signed the agreement to 
to-government basis,” he 
said. 

buy fl billion ($4.5 bil- He said that those who 
lion) worth of aircraft and 
other defence equipment 

had made such allegations 
were “only looking for 

two years aeo. f%llh ” 
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