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KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. ﬁ
Teachers should develop
teaching skills that will en-
dear them to their pupils, Da-
tuk Seri Dr Mahathir Moha-
mad said, adding that this will
make their job of imparting

knowledge more effective.

. The Prime Minister said teachers
knew the qualities which they must
possess in order to be effective and
should strive to develop them all the
time.

“Although training institutions provide
formal teaching methods, there are some
teachers who stand out and are loved by
their students. This made their work ea-
sier and more effective.”

He said there were also teachers who
were less respected by their pupils. Such
teachers should learn to improve their
skills and use them fully.

Dr Mahathir was speaking at the
launching of Teachers' Day 1990 celebra-
tions at the Putra World Trade Centre.

He said acquiring the right teaching
skills called for sacrifice and discipline.
In the course of their work, teachers so-
metimes had to disregard personal prob-
lems in order to impart knowledge to
their pupils.

He said pupils were sensitive to their
teachers’ feelings, attitudes and in-
fluence. Their concentration on studies
m}ght be adversely affected if their
tedchers were disturbed or distracted.

“That is why teachers have to elimin-
ate all other factors which may distract
them from their vocation. This is not easy
to achieve, but those with the discipline
and strong personality can develop their
skills to high levels.”

The Prime Minister recalled that he
personally was the result of the combined
tutelage of his teachers, parents, brothers
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and sisters. In this regard, he felt that the
influence his teachers had on him
equalled, if not exceeded, that of his par-
ents and family.

He was confident that all teachers rea-
lised the significance of their contribu-
tion. But there were some sectors of so-
ciety, he said, who regarded the pursuit of
paper qualifications as the ultimate quest
in education.

They did not see the relevance of get-
ting additional education in personal de-
velopment. Therefore, the time had come
for the country to identify its priorities,

: Need for sacrifice and discipﬁﬁg“f -
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‘Dr Mahathir said, adding that the

country also needed to emphasise spiri-
tual education.

If society could accept these priorities,
believing that a person's spiritual well be-
ing was just as important as his acade-
mic success, then teachers should be gi-
ven the role to disseminate these good
values to the younger generation, he said.

The Prime Minister reminded teachers
to promote an education system that
would meet the needs of a competitive so-
ciety. )

“We cannot run away from having to
compete.

“Individuals compete among them-
selves, as do groups with one another.
Communities also compete with one an-
other while nations try to outdo each
other in various pursuits.

“Therefore, an education system which
does not take this competitive atmos-
phere into account will have negative im-
plications.” |

Speaking to newsmen later, the Prime

Minister said he regretted the attitude of

some educated people. These people, af-
ter having been given important posi-
tions in society, failed to live up to expec-
tation.

Some were given positions in banks and
companies but had used their position to
cheat, he said.
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