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SUBANGg  J U N E  12,(BERNAMAk - -  D A T U K  SEA1  D R  M A H A T H I R  MOHAHAD------_l_.______lM
T O D A Y  U R G E D  W E A L T H Y  D E V E L O P E D  C O U N T R I E S  T O  S U P P O R T  T H E  C O N S E R V A T I O N
of B I O D I V E R S I T Y  I N  D E V E L O P I N G  N A T I O N S  B Y  N O T  I M P O S I N G  R E S T R I C T I V E
B U R D E N S .

+WHILE  WE WOULD NOT WISH TO DESTROY BIODIVERSITYv  IT MUST BE
REMEMBERED THAT PRESERVING IT ItlPOSES  A tlASSIVE COST,+  THE PRIME
HINISTER'SAID  WHEN'OPENING A FIVE-DAY INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON
CONSERVATION OF TROPSCAL  BIODIVERSITY- HERE.

A WAY MUST BE FOUND.TO PRESERVE BIODIVERSITY WITHOUT CAUSING A
STANDSTILL IN DEVELOPMENT IN POOR COUNTRIES9 HE SAID1  NOTING THAT
T H E  M A T T E R  W A S  O F  G L O B A L  C O N C E R N . ‘

W I T H  T H E  P R O P O S E D  B A K U N  D A M  PROJEST  A S  A N  ILLUSTRATIONI  D A T U K
SERI DR MAHATHIR SAID THE GOVERNMENT JAS  PREPARED TO FORGO IT FOR
T H E  S A K E  O F  ENVIRONtlENT  EVEN T H O U G H  THE.PROJECT  W O U L D  H A V E  B E E N  A B L E
T O  S U P P L Y  C H E A P  E L E C T R I C I T Y  F O R  T H E  W H O L E  COUN?RY.

T H E  P R O J E C T  W O U L D  H A V E  B E E N  A B L E  T O  G E N E R A T E  3 , 0 0 0  M E G A W A T T  O F
E L E C T R I C I T Y  - - THE AMOUNT 6EING’PRESENTLY:UTILIBED  IN THE COUNTRY. .
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‘+WE ARE PREPARED TO FORGO THIS VERY CHEAP ELECTRICITY PROJECT
NHICH  W O U L D  C O S T  u s  A B O U T  O N E  SEN  A  U N IT A N D  I F  D E L I V E R E D  I N
PENINSULAR MALAYSIA IT IS ONLY SEVEff  SEN PER UNITI+  HE SAID.

THE DECISION TO SCRAP THE PROJECT WOULD MEAN THAT THE PEOPLE HAD
TO CONTINUE PAYING FOR ELECTRICITY AT A RATE OF BETWEEN 17 AND 24
S E N  P E R  U N I T  A S  C H A R G E D  BY T H E  N A T I O N A L  ELECTl&ItITY  BOARD1  HE SAID.

+WHEN  WE SAY WE ARE GOING TO GIVE UP THIS PROJECT, WE ARE PAYING
A HIGH COST FOR IT AND THIS IS NOT A RICH COUNTRY.

+IT NAY BE BETTER OFF THAN HOST DEVELOPED COUNTRIES BUT IT IS
C E R T A I N L Y  N O T  A  D E V E L O P E D  C O U N T R Y  A N D  B E C A U S E  O F  THATI  T H E  B U R D E N  I S
V E R Y  H E A V Y  O N  U S .

+THIS IS A SACRIFICE THAT WE HAVE MADE AND WE HOPE THAT IT IS
A P P R E C I A T E D  T H A T  W E  A R E  D O I N G  O U R  BIT AT’A  T R E M E N D O U S  C O S T  F O R  T H E
ENVIRONtlENT,+  DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR SAID. -- MORE
1415MST  1 2  0 6  9 0 .
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A S K E D  B Y  R E P O R T E R S  LATER,,DATUK  SER.1  D R  I’lAHATHIR  SAID T H E  M O V E
TO SCRAP THE BAKUN PROJECT WAS ALSO ‘MALAYSIA'S CONTRIBUTION TOWARDS
P R E S E R V I N G  T H E  G L O B A L  E C O L O G Y  A N D  E N V I R O N M E N T .

O T H E R  C O U N T R I E S ,  E S P E C I A L L Y  T H E  D E V E L O P E D  N A T I O N S ,  N E E D  T O
A P P R E C I A T E  T H E  M A L A Y S I A N  H O V E  B Y  N O T  TAKSNG  A C T I O N S  T H A T  W O U L D  P U T
T H E  C O U N T R Y  A T  A  L O S S ,  H E  S A I D .

H E  C I T E D  T H E  C A M P A I G N  T O  B O Y C O T T  T H E  P U R C H A S E  O F  M A L A Y S I A N
T R O P I C A L  T I M B E R  A S  A N  E X A M P L E  T H A T  H A D  R E S U L T E D  IN A  L O S S  T O  T H E
COUNTRY.

HE SAID, IT WAS UNFAIR THAT SUCH A BURDEN WAS BEING PUT ON
.flALAYSIA  M E R E L Y  O N  G R O U N D S  T H A T  T H E  F O R E S T  IN T H I S  C O U N T R Y  S H O U L D
N O T  B E  U T I L I S E D  F O R  E C O N O M I C  PROJECkS.

O N  W H E T H E R  T H E  GOVERNHENT  W O U L D  F I N D  A N  A L T E R N A T I V E  F O R  T H E
B A K U N  PROJECT9  D A T U K  S E R I  D R  M A H A T H I R  S A I D  IT W A S  N O T  P O S S I B L E  T O
F I N D  A N O T H E R  SITE T H A T  C O U L D  G E N E R A T E  H Y D R O - E L E C T R I C I T Y  S U P P L Y  O F  U P
T O  3rOOO  M E G A W A T T .
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A N D  E V E N  I F  T H E R E  W A S  A N  ALTERNATIVEv  T H E  C O S T  W O U L D  B E  M U C H
H I G H E R  A N D  T H E  C O U N T R Y  C O U L D  N O T  A F F O R D  ITt  T H E  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  S A I D .

HE SAID T H E  P O T E N T I A L  F O R  H Y D R O - E L E C T R I C I T Y  G E N E R A T I O N  I N
SARAWAK WAS 80,000 MEGAWATTr  ENOUGH TO MEET GREAT BRITAIN'S NEEDS.

DATUK’SERI  DR MAHATHIR  ALSO SAID THE PERMANENT FOREST ESTATE IN
THE COUNTRY.TOTALLED  12.74 MILLION HECTARES OF WHICH ABOUT 29 PER
C E N T  I S  P R O T E C T E D  O R  blAINTA/bJED  A S  A M E N I T Y  F O R E S T S .

+THE 12.74 flILLION HA I’lAKE  UP ABOUT 38 PER CENT OF THE TOTAL
L A N D  A R E A  OF’tlALAYSIA;  IF T R E E  P L A N T A T I O N S  A R E  INCLUDED1  A B O U T  7 4
PER CENT OF MALAYSIA IS COVERED BY TREES,+ HE SAID.

T H E  C O N F E R E N C E  I S  ORGANISED  B Y  T H E  KALAYAN  N A T U R E  SOCIETY A S
PART-OF  ITS BOTH  A N N I V E R S A R Y  C E L E B R A T I O N S  I N  C O L L A B O R A T I O N  W I T H  T H E
HINISTRY  O F  SCIENCE1  T E C H N O L O G Y  A N D  E N V I R O N M E N T .  - -  BERNAKA
1 4 5 9 t l S T  1 2  0 6  9 0 . . .
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