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ready to play its part to 
preserve biodiversity. 

But the Prime Minister 
reminded. developed 
countries of the massive 
cost of doing this. 

As an example of Ma- 
laysi#s concern with pre- 
servmg the environment, 
he cited the decision to 
scrap the Bakum dam 
project, which he said 
would have reduced 
sharply electricity costs. 

“This is a sacrifice that 
Malaysia has made. We 
hope it is appreciated that 
we are doing our bit, at a 
heavy price, for the envi- 
ronment,” he added. 

Dr Mahnthir was onen- 

for 
tioial Conference on Con- 
servation of Tropical Bio- 
diversity here. 

He said that Malaysia 
had only used a small por- 
tion of its resources al- 
though it was endowed 
with great diversity of 
species in its forests and 
other natural habitats 
such as rivers, lakes and 
surrounding seas. 

He said that maintain- 
ing global biodiversity 
would benefit all, espe- 
cially developed coun- 
tries, with their techno- 
logical and scientific ca- 
pability. 

Thus, this effort must 
be well supported by the 
developed countries with- 
out imposing restrictive 
burdens on develouine na- 

“While we would not 
wish to destroy biodiver- 
sity, it must be remem- 
bered that preserving it 
imposes a massive cost on 
the already poor,” he said. 

The Prime Minister 
said that a way must be 
found to preserve biodi- 
versity without bringing 
development in poor 
countries to a standstill. 

“It is difficult to con- 
vince a man who is about 
to be eaten by a tiger or 
trampled by an. elephant 
or dying of typhus or ma- 
laria that he.is helping to 
g,‘eszre blodiverslty,” 

“Malaysia, for example, 
ispreparedtoreforgothe 
Bakun dam project for 
the sake of environment 

although the project 
would have been able to 
supply cheap electricity.” 

It was reported that the 
proposed $12 billion dam 
project would have been 
able to supply 3,000 mega- 
watt of electricity, the 
amount being used by Ma- 
laysia now. 

Reports had said the 
project would have also 
supplied electricity to In- 
donesia, Singapore, Bru- 
nei and Thailand, but was 
called off after protests 
from several environmen- 
talist groups, which 
feared that the dam in Sa- 
rawak would damage the 
area. 

Dr Mahathir said the 
country was prepared to 
scrap the project al- 
though it would have re- 

environmbt 
duce the cost of electric. 
ity to one sen per unit. 

“The decision to scrap 
the project meant that the 
people had to continue 
paying et’ectricity at a 
rate of between 17 and 24 
sen a unit,” he added. 

The Prime Minister 
said the people and nation 
were paying a high cost 
for the decision because 

‘Malaysia was not a rich 
country. 

Dr Mahathir told news- 
men later that the deci- 
sion was Malaysia’s con- 
tribution to global envi- 
ronment conservation. 

“Other countries,Qspe- 
ciaIly developed nations, 
must appreciate Malay- 
sia’s move by not taking 
actions that would put the 
country at a loss,” he said. 

Dr Mahathir said it 
would not be possible to 
find an alternative to’re- 
place the Bakun project. 

“The potential for hy- 
dro-electricity generation 
in Sarawak was 80,000 
megawatt - enough to 
meet Britain’s needs,” he 
said. 

He said the nation now 
had to rely on fuel, gas 
and oil to run its genera- 
tors but the cost was high, 
and it also affected the 
environment. 

Dr Mahathir said Ma- 
laysia hap established for- 
est plantations to reduce 
exploitation. 

“A, total df 1.485 million 
hectares have been set. 
aside as parks, wildlife re- 
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Mahathir said the 
six per cent of Peninsular 
Malaysia’s forest re- 
serves represented one of 
the highest of such per- 
centages in. this part of 
the world. 

“This figure compares 
well with or even exceeds 
that of some developed 
countries of the western 
world, many of which are 
quite vocal on the subject 
of conservation,” he said. 

He urged developed na- 
tions, with vast unpopu- 
lated and unused land, to 
play a bigger role in pre- 
serving biodiversity. 

“The deserts of the 
western United States can 
in part at least be grown 
with trees using the vast 

resources of underground 
water. Some of the flora 
and fauna can be trans- 
ferred to these new for- 
ests ” he said. 

D; Mahathir said devel- 
oped nations could alsO 
easily reafforest large 
parts of the Sahara and 
the sub-Saharan areas 
where the poorest people 
in the world are dying by 
the thousands every day 
from lack of food. 

YLet us not trot out the 
spurious argument that 
deserts are essential for 
biodiversity and must re- 
main untouched by the 
hands of man,” he added. 

The Prime Minister 
said he was not being fa- 
cetious in suggesting that 
some of the deserts in 
some developed countries 
be converted to forsts. 

“Quite a substantial 

area of deserts have been 
developed as resort cities 
complete with vast golf 
courses and artificial 
lakes on which stand lrxu- 
ry hotels,” he said. 

On Malaysia’s effort in 
environment conserja- 
tion, he said the nation 
had a long and mature his- 
tory of managing conser- 
vation areas. 

“Taman Negar?, for ex- 
ample, created m 1939, 
was the first National 
Park in South-East Asia to 
meet today’s international 
criteria for a national 
park,” he added. 

Dr Mahathir said the 
Langkawi Declaration on 
the Environment,. which 
he presented durmg the the Earth clean and pre- try totalled 12.74 million 
Commonwealth summit serving it for future gen- hectares, of which about 
here last year, also erations. 29 per cent were protect- 
marked a new level of un- He also said permanent ed or maintained as ame- 
derstanding on keeping forest estate in the coun- nity forests. 
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