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MOHAMAD SAID TODAY THERE IS NOTHING PECULIAR ABOUT Hftl  NOT
AIPPOINTING  A N  A C T I N G  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  W H E N  H E  G O E S  A B R O A D .

+ I T  H A S  N O T H I N G  T O  D O  WITH T H E  Q U E S T I O N  O F  (ME)  H A V I N G  N O
C O N F I D E N C E  I N  (MY)  S U B O R D I N A T E , +  T H E  PRIME M I N I S T E R  T O L D  ENCIK  LIM
KIT SIANG IN THE DEWAN RAKYAT.

DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR SAID IF AN ACTING PRIME MINISTER W A S
APPOINTEDI  IT WOULD APPEAR THAT THE COUNTRY WAS HAVING TWO PRIME
MINISTERS AT THE SAME TIME.

+ I T S  Q U I T E  A W K W A R D . . . O N E  W I L L  B E  IN T H E  C O U N T R Y  A N D  T H E  O T H E R  IS
ABROAD ON AN OFFICIAL VISIT,+ HE SAID.

HE ALSO SAID IN THE EVENT OF A MINISTER GOING AN OFFICIAL VISIT
A B R O A D  O R  IS U N A B L E  T O  G O  T O  W O R K  D U E  T O  H E A L T H  REASON9  T H E  P R E S E N T
P R A C T I C E  IS F O R  A N O T H E R  M I N I S T E R  T O  C A R R Y  O U T  H I S  O R  H E R  DUTIES.--
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SUCH AN APPOINTMENT WILL BE GAZETTED TO GIVE THE ACTING MINISTER
S T A T U T O R Y  P O W E R S  S U C H  A S  IN S I G N I N G  AGREEMENTS1  H E  S A I D .

THE SAME PRACTICE IS APPLIED WHEN THE PRIME MINISTER GOES OUT OF
THE COUNTRY OR IS INDISPOSED AND IN THIS CASE, HIS DUT1E.S  WILL BE
C A R R I E D  O U T  B Y  T H E  D E P U T Y  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R .

DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR TOLD HAJI NIK ABDULLAH ARSHAD
( P A S - P E N G K A L A N  CHEPA)  T H A T  T H E R E  W A S  N O  D I S T R U S T  A M O N G  B A R I S A N
N A S I O N A L  (BN)  C O M P O N E N T  P A R T I E S .

+BECAUSE  OF THIS TRUST AND CONFIDENCE, WAS NO NEED FOR AN ACTING
P R I M E  MINISTERaT  B E  A P P O I N T E D , +  H E  S A I D .

T H E  S A M E ,  H O W E V E R , C O U L D  N O T  B E  SAID O F  PAS1  D A T U K  S E R I  D R
M A H A T H I R  A D D E D  A N D  C I T E D  A S  E X A M P L E  T H E  B R E A K A W A Y  B Y  S E V E R A L  M E M B E R S
T O  F O R M  T H E  A L - I S L A H .

+WHAT THE GOVERNMENT IS DOING IS NOT UNUSUAL LIKE THE PACT
B E T W E E N  P A S  A N D  T H E  D A P .  ..EVEN  T H O U G H  P A S  H A D  S A I D  B Y  C O O P E R A T I N G
W I T H  I N F I D E L S  W O U L D  M A K E  O N E  A N  I N F I D E L  T O O  B U T  N O W  T H E Y  A R E  WORKING
T O G E T H E R .

+THEY MAY DENY HAVING SUCH A PACT BEFORE MEI BUT BEHIND MY BACKI
W H O  K N O W S , +  T H E  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  SAID.--  B E R N A M A
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