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PRIJTits  out at
pathise with them&TTHE Prime Mm1At er yes- 8

terday hit out at Opposition
politicians, especially
elected representatives, for
interfering with Gov-
ernment officers discharg-
ing their duties.

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
IQ&m&i  sam tI’i? Gov-
ernment was aware that
these officers had always
been under pressure from
Opposition politicians and
this was why some could
not perform their tasks
proper ly .

He was replying to Mr
S.S. Subramaniam (BN-
Hulu Selangor), who had
asked whether loyalty to
the Government was an
important element of pub-
lic service.

Mr Subramaniam had
also asked whether the
Government was aware
that there were Gov-
ernment officers who were
indirect supporters of Pas
and Semangat  46 and who
had stood in the way of pro-
jects which were to benefit
the people.

“These Government of-
ficers cannot be blamed be-
cause this problem arises
from the politicians them-
selves.

“Far from taking action
against such officers, the
Government actually sym-

“The Government only
regrets that the principle of
administration, that is per-
manent officers must be
loyal to the Government
chosen by the people, has
been violated by the Oppo-
sition.”

The Prime Minister re-
plied that the Government
had, up to now, not had
clear evidence to show
there were sudh  officers in
the public service.

Dr Mahathir said qch a
violation could have an ad-
verse effect on the national
system of administration
which had, so far, been
well-known for its separa-
tion of political beliefs and
official duties of officers.

He said if the Opposition
succeeded in destroying
this system of administra-
tion, then the people would
no longer have a Gov-
ernment which could meet
the aspirations of the peo-
ple.

“In other words, the de-
mocratic system and elec-
tion of Government by the
people will be eliminated.”

Opposition Leader, Mr
Lim Kit Siang, in posing a
supplementary question,
alleged that it was politi-
cians from Barisan Na-
sional component parties

wnn tne orficlal au~ies  ot
Government officers.

He said this was substan-
tiated by the former State
Secretary of Perak, who re-
tired recently. He added
that the former civil ser-
vant had stated that local
and State leaders from the
ruling parties had inter-
fered with the administra-
tive machinery of the
Perak Government.

Mr Lim (DAP-Tanjong)
asked what steps had been
taken by the Government
to defend and protect these
officers from interference
by Barisan Nasional politi-
cians.

Dr Mahathir replied that
all Barisan Nasional Mem-
bers of Parliament and
State Assemblymen had
their roles to play.

He said as members of a
responsible Government,
these elected representa-
tives had to ensure that ad-
ministrative officers im-
plemented projects  to
fulfill the aspirations of the
people.

“They will be of no use if
we elect them to the Gov-
ernment and they cannot
do something for the peo-
ple.

“But  Opposition politi-

cians are dif relit from
1Barisan Nasion 1 MPs  and

State Assemblymen. They
disturb the Government  of-
ficers to the extent that
they find it difficult to
carry out their duties and
fulfill the directives of the
elected Government.”

The sole Pas MP, Haji
Nik Abdullah Arshad
(Pengkalan  Chepa), com-
plained that some Gov-
ernment officers had been
under tremendous pres-
sure from Barisan Na-
sional politicians.

“Some officers have been
sent on transfers at 24
hours notice while others
have been forced to fill in
Umno  Baru forms.”

To this, Dr Mahathir re-
plied that a Government
duly elected by the people
had the right to transfer of-
ficers.

He said Government of-
ficers found it difficult to
carry out their duties be-
cause of Opposition politi-
cians.

He added that those in
the Opposi t ion would
course not be able to direct
Government officers.

Those in  the Government
could, he said. “We do it . . .
but it is through the proper
channels.”
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